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Goals for this study: 

1) To __________________. 
•  I won't teach anything new. Bible scholars have had almost 2000 years to figure 
this out. I won't suddenly figure out what they've missed. It would be arrogant to 
think we'll finally discover what thousands of Bible scholars have missed. 
•  If you expect all your questions to be answered, you'll be disappointed. God 
tells us a lot, He doesn't explain everything. 
•  I will try to help you understand why you believe what you believe. 
•  If you already have studied Revelation and carry in a particular viewpoint, I 
don't expect it to change. 

2) To __________________. 
•  We will ask who, what, when, where, how, and why, but we'll also ask, “so 
what?" 
•  The unveiling of Jesus Christ...about Himself, about His Future, and our Future 
with Him. 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the 
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and 
marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the 
one to whom we are accountable. (NLT) 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true 
and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong 
and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people 
to do every good work. (NLT) 
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Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His 
bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and 
communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, 2 who testified to the word 
of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is he 
who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things 
which are written in it; for the time is near. (NASB) 

Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His 
servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His 
angel to His servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
in it; for the time is near. (NKJV) 

Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His 
bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and 
communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, 2 who testified to the word 
of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is he 
who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things 
which are written in it; for the time is near. (NLT) 

Why should we __________________ about Revelation? 
•  Revelation is part of the Bible. 
•  It is the Word of God. I think most of us believe that. Not everyone does. For the 
first few centuries after John wrote it, this was never questioned. Of course, this 
brings up the whole question of how did the Bible become the Bible, and how do 
we know it's true and we can trust it, and who says it's really the Word of God...but 
those are questions for another day. For now, let's just reaffirm that this is the 
Word of God. 

•  Verse 1 - “God gave” this to us 
•  Verse 2 - “the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

•  If we do not study Revelation our understanding of the entire Bible will remain 
only partially developed. 
•  There are critical beliefs that are only completely understood by reading 
Revelation. 
•  No other book in the Bible calls you to read it specifically, and you will be 
blessed because you read it. 
•  Revelation is not an easy study, it can expose your lack of Biblical knowledge 
and study (Old Testament knowledge). 
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Revelation is a book of __________________  __________________. 

•  The sovereignty of God - This is our foundation for hope no matter what the 
enemy will do, God is sovereign and reigns supreme. 
•  Jesus as the suffering, atoning, ascended, and returning Messiah 
•  The Holy Spirit - We see the Spirit's role more fully developed and illustrated in 
Revelation. 
•  The Kingdom of God through Jesus Christ - God’s eternal plan has been to 
establish His Kingdom on earth. That plan was delayed when Adam and Eve fell in 
the garden. But it will be fully realized when “every knee will bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” 
•  Christian hope 
•  Heaven 
•  Hell 
•  Judgment 
•  Sin 
•  Satan 
•  Humanity - Revelation gives a clear picture of the destructive capabilities of 
humanity. It also shows the ability we have to respond to God's grace. 
•  The Christian life - It’s a response to God's grace, a response that serves God 
faithfully no matter what. 
•  Priesthood of believers - the strength to remain faithful rests on a special type 
of relationship with God through Christ known as the priesthood of all believers. 
•  Church - this priesthood is fully developed through the Church. 
•  Biblical Inspiration - we will talk later about how the Bible came to be, because 
Revelation demonstrates key elements of the process for us. 
•  Angels - Angels play a big role in Revelation and we see them at work more 
than any other book of the Bible. 
•  History - We not only gain an understanding of the future, but a better 
understanding of our past. Archeologists can dig up all the bones they want and 
they'll never gain this kind of understanding. 

Essentially, Revelation is about history; it reveals its meaning and reveals Christ's final 
victory at its end. Caesar and Rome appeared to control history, rather than God 
controlling it. Al Qaeda, North Korea, Russia or other forces of this world may seem to 
be in charge...but God will ultimately be victorious. God's kingdom will be 
established. The suffering of God's people will be avenged. The satanic forces will 
suffer eternally. Jesus is coming again. 

Matthew 24:42 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your 
Lord is coming.” (NLT) 
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He told us to watch for signs of things to come. Revelation helps us do that. At the 
beginning we are told that this concerns those things that will shortly come to pass. 
You can take that a couple different ways. They begin soon...they end later. Soon…
next on God’s agenda. Tachometer vs. Speedometer. Soon…1 day / 1000 years  
2 Peter 3:8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a 
thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. (NLT) 

Revelation is a book of __________________. 
•  Picture of a house 
•  Picture of pi symbol - “π” 
•  Symbols are pictures which represent realities. 
•  Revelation is a book of pictures. 
•  It is full of pictures that represent spiritual realities. 

Revelation is a book of __________________. 
It is symbolic, not only so. It is full of prophecy of what will happen. 

Revelation is a book of __________________. 
It is full of promise for the believer. One of the first promises is that we are blessed if 
we read it. “God blesses the one who reads this prophecy to the church, and he 
blesses all who listen to it and obey what it says.” 

Revelation is a book of __________________. 
John writes what he sees. 

Revelation is a book that gives us a __________________ for __________________. 
If you really listen to Revelation and obey what it says, you will hear God's concern 
for those who reject God and his Son, Jesus. God loves people. 

“The __________________ of Jesus Christ" 
•  Singular - not plural 
•  Greek (ἀποκάλυψις) “apocalypse" - noun, appears 19 times, means 
“revelation, to unveil or uncover 
•  Greek (ἀποκαλύπτω) “apocalypto” - verb, appears 26 times, means "to reveal" 

verse 1 ”The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him…” 
The Father (God), revealing to Him (Jesus, the Son) 
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Looking at the New Testament: 

•  Historical Books: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts 
•  Paul’s Epistles (13 Letters): Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
•  Hebrew Epistles (8 Letters): Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter, 1,2&3 John, Jude 
•  Prophetic Book: Revelation 
•  7 Epistles written by Jesus (within Revelation): Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea. Where are the missing churches? 
Jerusalem? Rome? WHY these 7? 

John 16:14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.” 

He Shall Glorify Me: 
•  Old Testament - Christ in __________________ - “Behold, He ___________!" 
•  New Testament - Christ in __________________ - “Behold, He ___________!" 
•  Acts - Christ in the __________________ - “Behold, He ___________!" 
•  Epistles - Christ in __________________ - “Behold, He ___________!" 
•  Apocalypse - Christ in _____________  ______________ - “Behold, He 
___________!" 

THE ENTIRE POINT OF REVELATION: 
Jesus __________________, Jesus on the __________________, 

Jesus as __________________ of __________________ 
and __________________ of __________________


