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ENDGAME: 
A Study On Revelation (Week #8) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

EPHESUS: The Promise of _______________  
Meaning: “______________ __________,” “Darling,” “One And Only” 

Revelation 2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds 
the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden 
lampstands, says this: (NASB) 

Revelation 2:1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He 
who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven 
golden lampstands: (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:1 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the 
message from the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, the one who 
walks among the seven gold lampstands: (NLT) 

Title Of Christ 
•  This is the message from the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, 
the one who walks among the seven gold lampstands. 
•  A lampstand is a bearer, not a source, of light. Oil is emblematic of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus is ______________ and ______  ______________. 
•  It is a call to intimacy. He is here, among you, with you. 

Revelation 2:2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you 
cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, 
and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance and 
have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot 
bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and 
are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:2 “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your 
patient endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the 
claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. You have discovered they are 
liars. 3 You have patiently suffered for me without quitting. (NLT) 
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Commendation (________) 

•  I know all the things you do. 
•  I have seen your hard work, 
•  And your patient endurance. 
•  I know you don’t tolerate evil people. 
•  You have examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. 
You have discovered they are liars. 
•  You have patiently suffered for me, 
•  Without quitting. 

Revelation 2:4 But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first 
love. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:4 “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each 
other as you did at first! (NLT) 

Concern 
•  But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you 
did at first. 

Greek: (πρῶτος) - __________: first in rank, influence, honor; the chief, principal; the 
superlative; the most important. The primary theme of the letter: “thy first love.” They 
were too busy on the business of the King to have time for the King. 

_________________ - Superior to; surpassing; above or before others; notable 

Love of ________________ (________________) 
•  Joy of their salvation: Ps 51:12; Jer 2:2; 2 Cor 11:2; 1 Jn 4:19. 
•  First-named fruit of the Spirit is love: Gal 5:22. 
•  God uses the marriage to communicate His most intimate truths.  
•  20 references to this grace are found in Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians: Eph 5. 
•  Jesus wants “Marys” ____________ “Marthas.” 

Luke 10:38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they 
came to a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 
home. 39 Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40 But 
Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and 
said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the 
work? Tell her to come and help me.” 
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41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all 
these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has 
discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” (NLT) 

Revelation 2:5 Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do 
the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your 
lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 6 Yet this you do have, that you hate 
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its 
place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:5 Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you 
did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place 
among the churches. 6 But this is in your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, just as I do. (NLT) 

Exhortation 
•  Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at 
first. If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place 
among the churches. 
•  Remember. Repent. Reengage. Repent.  

 -  Aorist tense (classical Greek) verb tense used expressing action, or past  
 tense, without further limitation or implication - “____  ______  _________!” 
 -  Where is their lampstand visible today? 

•  But this is in your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do.  
 -  Note: He hates the deeds, not the Nicolaitans. These will become doctrines  
 in the Letter to Pergamos. 

Nicolaitans  
•  A first-century sect claiming apostolic authority for their opinions? 
•  An untranslated word?  

 -  Greek: (νικάω) Nicao: Conquer, prevail, overcome, rule, subdue 
 -  Greek: (λαός) Laos: Laity; people  

•  Using their clerical stature or position to rule over the laity 
 -  (power vs. servanthood - washing of feet; John 13). 

•  Nicolas? = One of “the seven” chosen to have the oversight of “the daily 
ministration” to the poor of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 6:5); called “a proselyte 
of Antioch” (the other six were therefore probably Jews by birth).  
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•  Some of the church Fathers (Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Pseudo-Tertullian) state that 
he was the founder of a sect called “Nicolaitans.” Other Fathers suggest that a 
vain claim made by this sect was in promoting apostolic authority for their 
opinions. John 13:14,16; 1 Pet 5:3 

John 13:14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought 
to wash each other’s feet. 15 I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have 
done to you. 16 I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is 
the messenger more important than the one who sends the message. (NLT) 

EPHESUS: COOPERATE APPLICATION 

CAUTION: 
•  __________________ purity: abomination of heresy.  
•  __________________ to our King: “They left their first love”; being too busy on 
the business of the King rather than for the King Himself. 

EPHESUS: PROPHETIC APPLICATION 
 
Prophetic Profile 

•  Ephesus represents the __________________ Church. Even at the end of the first 
century (when this was written) the church was in trouble. 
•  Very diligent on ____________, but lacking in _____________. 
•  The “Church Fathers” or “Early Church” are not a reliable model. 
•  Paul’s letter to Galatians exhorts not to “perfect in the flesh what was begun in 
the Spirit.”  
•  The ONLY exemplar model is the Book of ____________. 
•  Study to notice the emphasis on the following:  

1)  Focus on the teaching of the Word; [Satan’s first challenge is against God’s 
Word; and then to criticize His character.) Used Scripture to authenticate their 
experiences.  
2)  Commitment to assembly and fellowship.  
3)  Breaking of Bread (“in remembrance of me”).  
4)  Commitment to prayer. 

You can teach the Word, commit to fellowship, 
break bread, commit to prayer 
and still lack ______________. 

Too busy on the business of the King 
rather than for the King Himself.
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