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THE END 
A Study On Revelation (Week #10) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

Revelation 2:8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: (NASB) 

Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:8 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. (NLT) 

Smyrna 
•  Greek: Σμυρναιος (Smurnaios): 

 -  of or belonging to Smyrna, 
 -  an inhabitant of Smyrna 

•  Hebrew: מור (mor) (noun) / מרר (marar) (verb) 
 -  means to be strong or ______________ 
 -  can be used to describe tastes and smells, and hard or difficult situations. 

Myrrh 
•  Myrrh is a bitter gum and costly perfume which exudes from a certain tree or 
shrub in Arabia and Ethiopia or is obtained by incisions made in the bark 

 -  as an antiseptic it was used for ______________ 
 -  It was also an ingredient in perfume (Psalm 45:8) 
 -  prominent in Song of Solomon 

•  An ingredient in holy ______________ oil for priests (Exodus 30:23) 
•  Used in the purification of women (Esther 2:12) 
•  It was used in embalming (John 19:39) 
•  Was a gift of the Magi at Christ’s birth (Matthew 2:11) 

 -  Gold = ______________ 
 -  Frankencense = deity, ______________ 
 -  Myrrh = ______________, ______________ 

•  In Jesus’ Second Coming gold and frankincense are offered, but NO myrrh 
since his death is now behind him (Isaiah 60:6) 
•  It was offered to Christ at cross (Mark 15:23) 
•  The body of Jesus was embalmed by Joseph & Nicodemus (John 19:39-40) 
•  Myrrh yields fragrance by being ______________. Note the “death” theme 
throughout this letter. 
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SMYRNA: LOCAL APPLICATION 

Background / History 
•  Smyrna located in modern-day Turkey 

 -  Population: 180,000 to 200,000 
• Smyrna possesses an excellent harbor and is encircled by cypress-clad hills 
(Catalkaya, Pagos or Kadifekale, Nif or Kemalpass, and Yamanlar). 
•  Smryna exports tobacco, grapes, figs, cotton, olives, and olive oil 
•  Smyrna was inhabited by the Asiatic Leleges in about 3000 B.C. 

 -  Indications of later Hittite influence 
•  In the 11th century B.C. Aeolian colonists from Cyme settled in the area 
•  About 900 B.C., according to Herodotus, the area fell into the hands of the 
Ionians from Colophon. 
•  There commenced the most glorious phase of Smyrna’s history. 
•  During this period the poet Homer was born, lived and died in Smyrna 

 -  7th or 8th century. 
•  Three centuries of greatness ended, however, with the attack of the Lydians. 

Smyrna Today 
•  Today Smyrna is called ______________ 
•  Third largest city in Turkey 

 -  Population: 2,500,603 
 -  Today it is Turkey's most westernized cities 

•  A large part of Izmir’s trade is provided by maritime transport 
•  Port of Izmir has a great role in the transportation system of the city 
•  Izmir’s exports include silver and jewelry, wind turbine blades, etc. 
•  Foreign trade that exceeds 40 billion dollars (2017) 

Geography 
•  Smyrna stood at the entrance to the broad fertile valley of Mermus, at the 
mouth of the river Meles, and on the well sheltered gulf of Smyrna. 
•  It was strategically placed for trade between Europe and Asia. It was, thus, a 
rival to Sardis and the Lydian kingdom. 
•  An expedition under Gyges was defeated and driven back, but a later one 
under Alyattes, then king of Lydia, was successful. 
•  Smyrna was devastated and ceased to exist for three centuries. A pathetic end 
to a history of two and one-half millennia. 
•  In the 4th century, Alexander the Great, in response to a dream, ordered 
Lysimachus, one of his four generals, to build a strong, well-planned city, the 
most beautiful in Ionia, which became known as “the Flower of Ionia.” It 
prospered into one of the greatest of the then-known world. 
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•  Aristides said: “Smyrna city was a flower of beauty, such as earth  
and sun had never showed to mankind.”  
•  Olympian games were celebrated in Smyrna 
•  Smyrna came under control of the Romans in 27 B.C., having proved a faithful 
ally to Rome in the Syrian and Mithridatic wars. From 27 B.C. to 324 A.D. she 
enjoyed great material prosperity. 
•  Strabo described it as the most beautiful city in the world. It was about 42 
miles north of Ephesus and possessed an excellent double harbor. The outer 
harbor was a deep water mooring ground; the inner (now silted in) had a narrow 
entrance that could be blocked with a chain. 
•  The city suffered many difficult changes that affected the life and health of the 
city. 
•  In the reign of Tiberius, it was almost blotted out by an earthquake. 
•  Between 178 and 180 A.D. it suffered a succession of seismic disturbances 
which again reduced the vulnerable city to ruins. 

 -  The beautiful white marble city was left in ruins. 
 -  Aristides wrote an eloquent appeal to the emperor Marcus  
 Aurelius, describing Smyrna—the Glory of Asia—transformed into a waste. The  
 emperor was so moved that he burst into tears. The emperor then granted  
 Smyrna a ten years’ remission of taxes and funds for rebuilding.  

•  Marcus Aurelius once more restored it (and parts of the new agora are still 
standing). 
•  In 378 another earthquake demolished the city, but the intrepid Smyrneans 
again rebuilt. 
•  Even today, bustling Izmir has been termed the “Paris of the Levant.” (Paris of 
the Mediterranean). 

Architecture 
•  The most important sanctuary of Old Smyrna was the Temple of Athena, which 
dates back to 640–580 BC and is partially restored today 
•  Smyrna was richly embellished with temples and splendid buildings, and the 
perfection and symmetry of those encircling Mount Pagos (Kadifekale) resulted 
in the title “the crown of Smyrna.” 

 -  Pagan Worship 
•  At the foot of the mountain stood the temple of Zeus, the father of the gods, 
reputed to be the lord of the sky, rain, clouds, and thunder. 
•  Along the Golden Street stood the shrines of Apollo the sun-god, Aphrodite 
the goddess of love and beauty, Aesculapius the god of medicine, and finally, 
close to the sea, Cybele, a Phrygian nature goddess. 
•  At the Agora (the commercial and political center) were statues of Poseidon 
the sea-god, and Demeter the goddess of corn. 
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•  The priests of the various deities were termed stephanophori, in reference to 
the laurel or golden crowns which they used to wear in public processions. They 
were awarded this honor at the end of their year of office. (The term stephanos is 
alluded to in Rev 2:10.) 
•  The primary goddess of Smyrna was Cybele (later, the Greek Rhea, the 
daughter of the sky and the earth and the mother of Zeus, Poseidon and Hades). 
•  Her worship was wild and unrestrained. As the giver of wealth, she became 
recognized in the great cities as the goddess of the settled life and of towns, 
hence her crown of walled cities. 
•  She appears on Smyrnead coins depicted as enthroned and wearing a crown 
of battlements and towers. Goddess of fortresses (“god of forces”). 

Daniel 11:36 The king will do as he pleases, exalting himself and claiming to be 
greater than every god, even blaspheming the God of gods. He will succeed, but 
only until the time of wrath is completed. For what has been determined will surely 
take place. 37 He will have no respect for the gods of his ancestors, or for the god 
loved by women, or for any other god, for he will boast that he is greater than them 
all. 38 Instead of these, he will worship the god of fortresses—a god his ancestors 
never knew—and lavish on him gold, silver, precious stones, and expensive gifts. 
(NLT) 

•  In addition to the usual deities, Smyrna readily accepted Caesar worship. 
•  In 196 B.C. the Smyrneans erected a temple to Dea Roma, the goddess of 
Rome, and they subsequently built one to Tiberius. 
•  The worship of the emperor was compulsory. Mainly a political gesture. 
Commitment to Caesar above all others. 
•  Each year a Roman citizen had to burn a ______________ of incense on the altar 
and to acknowledge publicly that Caesar was supreme lord. 
•  In return, he received a formal certificate that he had done so. Originally the 
action was intended simply as proof of political loyalty, since the individual was 
permitted to worship whatever god or goddess he chose once he had offered to 
Caesar. 
•  This was a means of unifying and integrating the many and varied elements in 
the vast empire of Rome. 
•  However, this act of worship presented a vital test for the Christian, and many 
who refused perished at the stake or by wild beasts in the arena. 
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Revelation 2:8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the 
last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: (NASB) 

Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith 
the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:8 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the 
message from the one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but is now alive: 
(NLT) 

Title of Christ 
•  ______________ and the ______________ 

 -  Isaiah 41:4 
 -  Isaiah 44:6 
 -  Isaiah 48:12 
 -  Revelation 1:11 
 -  Revelation 1:17 
 -  Revelation 22:13 
 -  Revelation 2:8 

•  Who was ______________, and is ______________ 
 -  Revelation 1:18 
 -  Revelation 2:8 

Revelation 2:9 ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the 
blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and 
I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the 
synagogue of Satan.(NKJ) 

Revelation 2:9 “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I 
know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say they are Jews, but they are 
not, because their synagogue belongs to Satan. (NLT) 
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Commendation 
•  ______________ 

 -  Blasphemy of the non-Jews 
 -  The Church that “replaces” Israel 
 -  Appropriating Israel’s promises to themselves? 

•  ______________ 
 -  “Poverty but rich”: vs. Laodicea, rich but poor (Revelation 3:17) 

2 Corinthians 8:9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could 
make you rich. (NLT) 

Tribulation 
•  Greek: θλῖψις (thlipsis): 

 -  a pressing, pressing together, pressure 
 -  metaphor for oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits 

•  Not the specific “______________ __________________” 
 -  we all shall have tribulation, trouble, persecution 
 -  John 16:33; 2 Timothy 3:12, etc. 

•  Two Greek words for poverty: 
•  Greek: Πενία (penia): 

 -  the state of having nothing superfluous 
•  Greek: πτωχεία, ας, ἡ (ptocheia): 

 -  the state of one who has nothing at all; implies beggary 
 -  This is the word used. 

•  “I know your suffering” 
 -  It could have been relieved by simply a pinch of incense offered to Caesar... 

John 16:33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth 
you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the 
world. (NLT) 

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution. (NLT) 
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Jews “Who Are Not” 
•  ______________: “Synagogue of Satan.” 

 -  John knows about blasphemy of Jews 
 -  John 8:44 

•  ______________: leaven of Galatians 
 -  Demand of Gentile circumcision (Acts 15:1,10) 
 -  Peter is rebuked by Paul (Galatians 2:11;3:1-3) 
 -  Peter agrees (2 Peter 3:15-16) 

•  Early persecution was brought on by the ______________ not the Romans 
 -  in Antioch (Acts 13:50) 
 -  in Iconium (Acts 14:2,5) 
 -  in Lystra (Acts 14:19) 
 -  in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5) 

•  Tragic heresy of the Church today: the view that Israel has been “replaced.” 
•  Very early in Church history the Church became anti-semitic. 
•  Tragic for the Jews (who suffered atrocities under the banner of “Christ”), but 
also for the Church because we lost our Jewish “roots.” 
•  Christian knowledge of the Old Testament is tragically lacking. Do you feel 
“Jewish”? 

Romans 2:28 For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish 
parents or because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a 
true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely 
obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit. 
And a person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people. (NLT) 

Deuteronomy 10:16 Therefore, change your hearts and stop being stubborn. (NLT) 

Deuteronomy 30:6 The Lord your God will change your heart and the hearts of all 
your descendants, so that you will love him with all your heart and soul and so you 
may live! (NLT) 

“Tares” (false doctrine) Sown in Early Church 
•  Legalism: denial of Christ’s ______________ ______________ 
•  Gnosticism: denial of Christ’s ______________ 
•  Caesar worship: denial of Christ’s ______________  

Exhortation 
•  No “______________” in this letter 
•  Fear is the opposite of faith 
•  They were satisfying His heart


