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THE END 
A Study On Revelation (Week #11) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 
to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have 
tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
(NASB) 

Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil 
shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation 
ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:10 Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw 
some of you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain 
faithful even when facing death, I will give you the crown of life. (NLT) 

Hebrew idiom “short period of time?” 
 Genesis 24:55; Job 19:3; Daniel 1:12 
“10 Days” 

•  Nero: 54-68 
 -  Paul beheaded 
 -  Peter crucified upside-down 

•  Domitian: 95-96 
 -  John exiled 

•  Trajan: 104-117 
 -  Ignatius burned at the stake 

•  Marcus Aurelius: 161-180 
 -  Polycarp martyred 

•  Septimus Severus: 200-211 
 -  killed Irenaeus 

•  Maximinus: 235-237 
 -  killed Ursula and Hippolytus 

•  Decius: 249-251 
•  Valerian: 257-260 
•  Aurelian: 270-275 
•  Diocletian: 303-313 

 -  Worst of all 
______________ Roman Emperors - ______________ YEARS! 
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Polycarp (Christianity Today) 
•  69 AD Born / Dies 156 AD 
•  The bishop of Smyrna 
•  He lived during the most formative era of the church, at the end of the age of 
the original apostles, when the church was making the critical transition to the 
second generation of believers. 
•  Tradition has it that he was personally discipled by the apostle John and that 
he was appointed as bishop of Smyrna (in modern Izmir in Turkey) by some of 
the original apostles. 
•  In his later years, he tried to settle disputes about the date to celebrate Easter, 
and he confronted one of the church's most troublesome heretics, the Gnostic 
Marcion, calling him "the first born of Satan," when he ran into him in Rome. 
•  His only existing writing, a pastoral letter to the church at Philippi, shows he 
had little formal education, and was unpretentious, humble, and direct. 
•  It is not clear exactly why he was suddenly, at age 86, subject to arrest, but 
when he heard Roman officials were intent on arresting him, he decided to wait 
for them at home. Panic-stricken friends pleaded with him to flee, so to calm 
them, he finally agreed to withdraw to a small estate outside of town. 
•  But while in prayer there, he received some sort of vision. Whatever he saw or 
heard, we don't know. He simply reported to his friends that he now understood, 
"I must be burned alive." 
•  Polycarp seemed unfazed by the interrogation; he carried on a witty dialogue 
with Quadratus until Quadratus lost his temper and threatened Polycarp: he'd be 
thrown to wild beasts, he'd be burned at the stake, and so on. Polycarp just told 
Quadratus that while the proconsul's fire lasts but a little while, the fires of 
judgment ("reserved for the ungodly," he slyly added) cannot be quenched. 
Polycarp concluded, "But why do you delay? Come, do what you will." 
•  “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He never did me wrong. How can 
I now speak evil of my King who has saved me?” 
•  Soldiers then grabbed him to nail him to a stake, but Polycarp stopped them: 
"Leave me as I am. For he who grants me to endure the fire will enable me also to 
remain on the pyre unmoved, without the security you desire from nails." He 
prayed aloud, the fire was lit, and his flesh was consumed. The chronicler of this 
martyrdom said it was "not as burning flesh but as bread baking or as gold and 
silver refined in a furnace." 
•  The old man was burned at the stake on the sabbath day, an object of Jewish 
hatred as well as from the Roman persecution. 
•  ______________ recorded martyrdom in post New Testament church history. 
•  The account concluded by saying that Polycarp's death was remembered by 
"everyone"—"he is even spoken of by the heathen in every place." 
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Roman Persecution 
•  Famine and pestilence falls on Rome 

 -  Diseases brought back from the Parthian wars devastated much of Rome 
 -  Flooding from the Tiber put much of the grain storehouses under water 

•  The Christians were a convenient ______________ 
 -  These disasters were brought on by this new religion 
 -  Christianity became a crime 

•  ____ million believers died for Christ during this period (Fox’s Book of Martyrs). 

Crown 
•  Greek: διάδημα (diadem): 

 -  Royal crown (“All Hail The Power of Jesus Name”) 
 -  Revelation 12:3 (______________ wears) 

•  Greek: Στέφανος (Stephanos): 
 -  The term is Stephanos, not diadem ______________ 
 -  In Smyrna, the priests of the various deities in Smyrna were termed   
 stephanophori, in reference to the laurel or golden crowns which they used to 
 wear in public processions. “wreath bearers” (reward for victor) 
 -  They were awarded this honor at the end of their year of office. 
 
James 1:12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. 
Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who 
love him. (NLT) 

Crowns Promised 
•  “Crown”: Reward for works (not salvation) 

 -  Their reward is with Him: at the “Bema” seat. 
•  Crown of ______________ 

 -  James 1:12; Revelation 2:10 
 -  For those who have suffered for His sake 

•  Crown of ______________ 
 -  2 Timothy 4:8 
 -  For those who loved His appearing 

•  Crown of ______________ 
 -  1 Peter 5:4 
 -  For those who fed the flock 

•  Crown ______________ 
 -  1 Corinthians 9:25 
 -  For those who press on steadfastly 

•  Crown of ______________ 
 -  1 Thessalonians 2:19 
 -  For those who win souls 
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Revelation 2:11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.’ (NASB) 

Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:11 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the 
second death. (NLT) 

Promise to the Overcomer 
•  Notice that the “Promise to the Overcomer” comes after the “Hear that hath an 
ear” phrase. 

 -  Revelation 20:6; “Second death” 
 -  Jude 12; “twice dead.” 

•  Born ______________, die ______________ 
•  Born ______________, die ______________ 

SMYRNA: COOPERATE APPLICATION 

CAUTION: 
•  Don’t confuse persecution with the specific “Great Tribulation”... 
•  Most of the Body, in most of the world, for most of the past 1900 years 
•  Underground in America? 
•  “Non-Jews”? Replacement theology? 
•  More Christians have been killed in the 20th Century than all the other 
centuries added together! 

 - (Stalin murdered 30-40 million own people, 50% Christians) 

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution. (NLT) 

Why Do Christians Have Trials? 
•  To ______________ God 

 -  Daniel 3:16-18,24-25 
•  To ______________ for known sin 

 -  Hebrews 12:5-11; James 4:17 Romans 14:23; 1 John 1:9 
•  To ______________ us from falling into sin 

 -  1 Peter 4:1-2 
•  To keep us from ______________(Paul kept from pride by his “thorn in the 
flesh.”) 

 -  2 Corinthians 12:7-10 Galatians 4:15; 6:11 
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•  To build ______________ 
 -  1 Peter 1:6-7 

•  To cause ______________ 
 -  Romans 5:3-5 

•  To teach ______________ and ______________ 
 -  Acts 9:15-16; Philippians 4:11-13 

•  To ______________ us to comfort others 
 -  2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

•  To ______________ the reality of Christ in us 
 -  2 Corinthians 4:7-11 

•  For ______________ to the angels 
 -  Job 1:8; Ephesians 3:8-11; 1 Peter 1:12 

SMYRNA: PROPHETIC APPLICATION 

Prophetic Profile 
•  Smyrna represents the Persecuted Church 

James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is 
tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your 
endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 
(NLT)
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The Olivet Discourse 

Different Emphasis? 
•  Luke 21:12 

 -  "But before all these…” 
 -  False Christs, Wars, Famines, Earthquakes  

•  Matthew 24:8-9 
 -  “All these are the beginning of sorrows.” 
 -  “Then shall they…” 

•  What Luke talks about comes before them. 
•  What Matthew talks about comes after them. 
•  Fall of Jerusalem (70 AD), Unexplained relaxation of the siege. Christians were 
able to escape. 
•  Great Tribulation - those in Judea flee to the mountains
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Desolation #1 
Fall of Jerusalem 

70 AD

“Before” “Then (After)”

Desolation #2 
Great Tribulation 
Jacob’s Trouble
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Matthew 24
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Letters

GROUP OF SIGNS
Matthew Luke Revelation

False Christs 24:4-5 21:4 6:1-2

Wars 24:6 21:9-10 6:3-4

Famines 24:7a 21:11 6:5-6

Death 24:7b-8 21:12 6:7-8

Martyrs 24:9 21:24 6:9-11

Global Chaos 24:10-13 21:25 6:12-17


