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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #12) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

SMYRNA: The ______________ Of Life 

SMYRNA: PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Revelation 2:8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the 
last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: (NASB) 

Revelation 2:8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says 
the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:8 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the 
message from the one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but is now alive: 
(NLT) 

John 1:4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought 
light to everyone. (NLT) 

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution. (NLT) 

Paul’s ______________ 
•  In Mammertime Prison (Rome) 
•  Knowing his execution is near 
•  Promises persecution 

We have life in Christ, and the fact without Christ, we are dead. 
What is wrong with everyone in this world? They're dead. 

So the questions are... 
How Should I Respond to Life? 
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How should I respond to this Life of Christ which is now in me? 

Revelation 2:9 ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich),… 
(NASB) 

Revelation 2:9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich);… 
(NKJ) 

Revelation 2:9 “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich!… 
(NLT) 

Value the ______________ 
•  We have a gift from God 

 -  All we have to do is believe it 
 -  Once we believe it 
 -  We will respond to that gift by caring for it and living it out every day 

•  We will respond properly if we value the gift 
 -  Not only if we believe that the gift is really for us 
 -  But if we have a sense of the value of it in the first place 

How do I value the gift(s) God’s given me? 

How do I respond to the gift(s) God’s given me? 

ILLUSTRATION: Someone offered us a car... 

What do you believe about the riches you've been given? 
What value do you place on them? Do you guard them? Do you invest them? 

Ephesians 1:18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can 
understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people 
who are his rich and glorious inheritance. (NLT) 

Real poverty is not having an acceptable relationship with God. Riches is about 
being an heir to God and the Kingdom of heaven. 
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We can be rich in the temporary things of this world, 
and poor in the permanent things of heaven. 

Revelation 2:9 …and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, 
but are a synagogue of Satan. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:9 …and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are 
not, but are a synagogue of Satan. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:9 …I know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say they are 
Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue belongs to Satan. (NLT) 

It wasn't blasphemy of God, but slander and evil things said about the Church… 
which is His Body. Ever had people say evil things about you? 

It doesn't matter what we call ourselves because Jesus knows his sheep… 

John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know 
me,” (NLT) 

Do not worry about the “rules” people try to place on you. Careful when you go 
forward in the name of the Lord with things He has not endorsed. 

Romans 2:28 For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish 
parents or because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a 
true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely 
obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit. 
And a person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people. (NLT) 

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 
to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have 
tribulation for ten days… (NASB) 

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. 
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, 
and you will have tribulation ten days… (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:10 Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw 
some of you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days… (NLT) 



Endgame: Study Of Revelation
Stop Worrying about the ______________ 

•  Do not fear 
 -  I know you've already begun to be afraid 
 -  In fact, fear is gaining a critical mass in your life 
 -  Stop it!!! 

•  This echoes the words of Jesus 

Matthew 10:28 Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot 
touch your soul. Fear only God, who can destroy both soul and body in hell. (NLT) 

Interestingly enough, the first words of “comfort” are that things are going to get 
worse. Now you're just poor...soon, you'll be in prison, too. 

Here’s the great thing, not only is this a warning from Jesus, but it is a promise. We 
know it because it is His Word, and the Word in the hand of the believer is a 
Weapon. 

What Jesus Tells Us About ______________ 
•  It is NOT One-Size-Fits-All 

 -  Only some will be thrown into prison 
 -  God will only allow you to be tempted in what you are able to bear 
 -  Stop it!!! 

•  It is not Perpetual 
 -  Not an everlasting tribulation 
 -  Ten days testing' of Daniel and the three Hebrews in Dan 1 
 -  You're better off with testing from the Lord, than the riches of the world 
 -  They were better off on God's diet than on the food of the King 

•  It's not for Destruction, but for Testing 
 -  Their faith, and patience, and courage might be proved and improved 
 -  God gets the honor and glory 

•  Our religion is tested: 
 -  To show its genuine character 
 -  To reveal its heavenly origin 
 -  To demonstrate its ultimate value to the world 

1 Peter 1:7 These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire 
tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So 
when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise 
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 
(NLT) 
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Revelation 2:10 …Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  
(NASB) 

Revelation 2:10 …Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:10 …But if you remain faithful even when facing death, I will give you 
the crown of life. (NLT) 

“Behold…Be Faithful until…” there will be a succession of trials demanding an 
increase in the power and a variety in the direction of faith. With reference to these 
trials, faithfulness is to be not only existent but becoming, developing new strength 
and into new applications. 

Look for the ______________ 
•  I will give you the crown of life 
•  This is a ______________ Reward 

 -  We ask, how do I know it's going to work out for my good? 
 -  God said it would 
 -  Who can separate us from the love of God which is in Jesus Christ our Lord? 

•  This is a ______________ Reward 
 -  The life so worn out in His service 
 -  The life laid down in His cause 
 -  Will be rewarded with another and much better life that shall be eternal 

•  We have a hard time “laying down our lives” 
 -  That's the heart of it, isn't it? 
 -  We think we don’t have a problem with sacrifice, until we have to sacrifice 
 -  But how often is our motive that which seeks to preserve our life 
 -  “I’ve got a life, too, you know.” That's sad if you do. 

Matthew 10:39 If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life 
for me, you will find it. (NLT) 

That is the heart of what Jesus says to Smyrna. “You're on the right track. You are 
ready to give your life for me. That's good, because I've already given my life for 
you, and now I'm in charge of life and death, and I know the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End, and if you die for me, you will live. 
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Heavenly Crowns for ______________ 

1) ______________ Crown 
1 Corinthians 9:24 Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one 
person gets the prize? So run to win! 25 All athletes are disciplined in their training. 
They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 26 So I 
run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. 27 I discipline my body 
like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching 
to others I myself might be disqualified. (NLT) 

2) Crown of ______________ 
1 Thessalonians 2:19 After all, what gives us hope and joy, and what will be our 
proud reward and crown as we stand before our Lord Jesus when he returns? It is 
you! 20 Yes, you are our pride and joy. (NLT) 

3) Crown of ______________ 
James 1:12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. 
Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who 
love him. (NLT) 

4) Crown of ______________ 
2 Timothy 4:8 And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not 
just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing. (NLT) 

5) Crown of ______________ 
1 Peter 5:1 And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an 
elder and a witness to the sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will share in his glory when 
he is revealed to the whole world. As a fellow elder, I appeal to you: 2 Care for the 
flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not for 
what you will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. 3 Don’t lord it 
over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by your own good example. 
4 And when the Great Shepherd appears, you will receive a crown of never-ending 
glory and honor. (NLT) 

Other crowns:  
______________ 
Isaiah 62:3 You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, And a royal 
diadem in the hand of your God. (NASB) 
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______________ 
Isaiah 28:1 What sorrow awaits the proud city of Samaria—the glorious crown of the 
drunks of Israel. It sits at the head of a fertile valley, but its glorious beauty will fade 
like a flower. It is the pride of a people brought down by wine. (NLT) 

Revelation 2:11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.’ (NASB) 

Revelation 2:11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’ (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:11 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the 
second death. (NLT) 

Ultimately, this is the worst that can happen the second death. It is not annihilation. It 
is a final separation, separation from God's plan, God's promises, God's love, God's 
mercy, God's grace. 

Revelation 20:14 Then death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This 
lake of fire is the second death. (NLT) 

Key Questions: 
What is Alive within You? 

This is life and death, so check your pulse. What is your heart beating for? 

Is it your old nature? Are you full of the old nature's works? 

Are you full of the old nature's appetites? 

Are you full of the old nature's words? 

Are you full of the old nature's feelings and emotions? 
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Instead of peace and rest, is there anxiety, unrest, and dissatisfaction? 

Are you full of the old nature's hostilities? 

Are you full of the old nature's cares and worries? 

Are you full of the old nature's bondage and self-condemnation? 

Do you seek comfort, rather than conquest? 

Do you seek getting, rather than giving? 

Do you care about what is owed to you, rather than the debt you owe? 

Do you seek justice or revenge, rather than forgiveness? 

Do you care more about your status, rather than your service? 

Do you consider obedience too costly? 

Colossians 3:1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on 
the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 
2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For you died to this 
life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And when Christ, who is your[a] 
life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. (NLT)


