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PERGAMOS: COOPERATE APPLICATION 

Revelation 2:12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 
The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: (NASB) 

Revelation 2:12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things 
says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:12 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is 
the message from the one with the sharp two-edged sword: (NLT) 

Title of Christ  
•  Περγαμος (Greek) Pergamos 

 - πέρ: “per” - mixed; objectionable (pervert, perturbation, etc.) or high 
 -  γαμος - “gamos” - Marriage (monogamy, bigamy, polygamy,) 
 -  pergo can also mean “high” 

•  Mixed or Objectionable Marriage / High Marriage 
•  Sharp Two-edged sword 

 -  What is the “sharp two-edged sword?”  ___________________ 
 -  The remedy, the fix, the solution is: _____________________ 

Revelation 2:13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast 
My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My 
faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. 
And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which 
Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:13 “I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you 
have remained loyal to me. You refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful 
witness, was martyred among you there in Satan’s city. (NLT) 

Commendation  
•  Hold fast to my name. 
•  Did not deny ___________________ 
•  αντιπας (Greek) Antipas “Against all” 
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Satan Is Real  
• ___________________, not an “idea" 
•  In Character 

 -  Murderer (John 8:44) 
 -  Deceiver (Revelation 12:9; 2 Corinthians 11:3) 
 -  Liar (John 8:44) 
 -  Sinner (1 John 3:8) 
 -  Thief (John 10:10) 

•  In Domain 
 -  Vast demonic kingdom (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:7) 
 -  World System (1 John 5:19) 
 -  Local; not omnipresent. 

Satan’s Titles  
•  “adversary” (1 Timothy 5:14; 1 Peter 5:8) 
•  “accuser of the Brethren” (Revelation 12:10) 
•  “god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4) 
•  “prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2) 
•  “the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2) 
•  “the enemy that sowed tares” (Matthew 13:39) 
•  “the wicked one” (6X) 
•  Some Old Testament Names: adversary; devil; destroyer; dragon; enemy; evil 
spirit; great dragon; Lucifer; Satan; serpent; son of the morning; son of 
wickedness; spoiler; tempter 
•  Some New Testament Names: Abaddon; accuser; adversary; angel of the 
bottomless pit; antichrist; Apollyon; beast; Beelzebub; chief of the devils; 
destroyer; devil; Devil; dragon; enemy; great dragon; great red dragon; man of 
sin; murderer from the beginning; Satan; old serpent; prince of the devils; prince 
of the power of the air; prince of this world; son of perdition; spirit of antichrist; 
tempter; wicked one 

Spiritual Geography  
•  The Locality of Satan & his demons 

 -  Not ___________________ 
 -  Territorial (Daniel 10; Revelation 9:14; Revelation 16:12) 
 -  Subject to restrictions (Job) 

•  The Migration 
 -  Nimrod (first world dictator) founded Babylon 
 -  Cyrus conquers Babylon, priests move to Pergamum, then to Rome 

•  “Holdest fast my name”: always singular 
 -  3rd Commandment: Ambassadorship 
 -  Both in language AND action 



Endgame: Study On Revelation

Revelation 2:12-17

Deuteronomy 5:11 “You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord 
will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name.” (NLT) 

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there some 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of 
immorality. 15 So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those 
who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before 
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
which thing I hate. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:14 “But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some 
among you whose teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up 
the people of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating food offered to idols and by 
committing sexual sin. 15 In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you 
who follow the same teaching. (NLT) 

Concern  
•  Balaam: Numbers 22 & 23 
•  Nicolaitans have become doctrine! 

The Prophet Balaam   
•  Gentile “soothsayer” (Joshua 13:22) 

 -  He calls himself a prophet 
•  From area knowns as Iran 

 -  From Mesopotamia (Deuteronomy 23:4,5) 
 -  By Euphrates, Aram (Numbers 22:5; 23:7) 

•  Hired by Balak, King of Moab (Nehemiah 13:1-2) 
 -  Moabites; Lot and oldest daughter (Genesis 19:37) 
 -  Asked by the King to come / God told him do not go 
 -  Begged by the King to come / God told him if you have to 

What God permits and what God prefers 
are two entirely different things 
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 -  Just because you “can” doesn’t mean you “should” 
•  Balaam was rebuked by his donkey (Num 22) 

 -  Warned again by God not to say more than what he is told 
•  Refused to curse Israel (Numbers 23, 24) 
•  Taught Balak how to __________________ Israel (Numbers 31:16) 

 -  Get Moabite women to seduce Israelite men (Numbers 25) 
 -  Israelite men were ______________ to marry Moabite (Deuteronomy 23:3-6) 

The Moabite Woman 
•  ___________________ Story 

 -  Elimelech moves to Moab due to famine in Israel 
 -  He dies and leave wife, Naomi with two boys 
 -  Boys marry Moabite women, ten years later both boys die 
 -  Naomi is going to return to Israel, tells daughter-in-laws to return home 
 -  Ruth refuses to leave 

Ruth 1:16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever 
you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and 
your God will be my God. 17 Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. 
May the Lord punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate us!” (NLT) 

 -  Ruth is the great-grandmother of ___________________ 
 -  Ruth is in the lineage of ___________________ 

Isaiah 56:1-8 

When you repent and declare allegiance to God, 
You are welcomed into the ___________________ 

New Testament References To Balaam  
•  “___________________ of Balaam” 

 -  Revelation 2:14 
 -  Spiritually unchaste; marriage with the world. 

•  “___________________ of Balaam” 
 -  2 Peter 2:15 
 -  Hireling = making a “market” for his gift, sold gift prophecy for money. 

•  “___________________ of Balaam” 
 -  Jude 11 
 -  Sacrificing eternal riches for temporal gain. 
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Revelation 2:16 Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will 
make war against them with the sword of My mouth. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against 
them with the sword of My mouth. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:16 Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth. (NLT) 

Exhortation  
•  Repent 

 -  Sin of what? 
 -  Tolerance for wrong doctrine 
 -  Doctrine that causes others to sin 
 -  Spiritual immorality 

•  Suddenly coming to fight 
 -  What is “Sword of My mouth?” 

Revelation 2:17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I 
will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one 
knows but he who receives it.’ (NASB) 

Revelation 2:17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I 
will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one 
knows except him who receives it.” ’ (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:17 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give some of 
the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And I will give to each one a white 
stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one understands 
except the one who receives it. (NLT) 
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Promise to the Overcomer  
•  Comes ___________________ the closing of the letter 
•  Hidden manna 

 -  Mana means "What is it?” 
 -  Collected daily for 6 days only (Exodus 16) 
 -  Described poetically 
  -  “food from heaven” (Psalm 78:24) 
  -  “food of the angels” (Psalm 78:25) 
  -  “bread of heaven” (Psalm 105:40) 
 -  “I Am the Bread of Life” (John 6:26-58) 

•  White stone 
 -  This is the one area that most scholars have no idea the meaning 
 -  All are of guesses 
  -  In ancient Greece jury members would cast white stone to signify an  
  acquittal, whereas a black stone proclaimed guilt (no names though) 
  -  High priests breastplate contained 12 stones each with one tribe  
  written on it. As the priest ministered in the temple he bore the names  
  of God’s people in God’s presence 
  -  Roman custom to award white stones to the victors of athletic games. 
  The winner would get a stone with their name on it, this was there   
  “ticket” to the special awards banquet 

Admonitory Level (to all churches) 
•  Ephesus 

 -  Devotion, not just doctrine 
•  Smyrna 

 -  Endure persecution 
•  Pergamos 

 -  Purify ambassadorship 

Promises to the Overcomer 
•  Ephesus 

 -  Eat of the Tree of Life 
•  Smyrna 

 -  Not hurt of the Second Death 
•  Pergamos 

 -  Manna, Stone, New Name 

1 John 5:4 For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory 
through our faith. 5 And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God. (NLT) 
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PERGAMOS: PROPHETIC APPLICATION 

Prophetic Profile 
•  Pergamos represents the “Married” Church  

Babylonian Legend  
•  Tammuz was born to Nimrod and Semiramis 

 -  Associated with the sun god 
 -  He “dies” at the winter solstice (December 22) 
 -  Is “resurrected” as the days get longer 
 -  Celebrated by burning a “yule” log (Chaldean: infant) 
 -  replaced by a trimmed tree the next morning (Jeremiah 10:1-5) 
 -  Also mistletoe (fertility); wassail, etc. 
 -  In addition, celibate priests, purgatory, Mariolatry (worship of Mary), all trace 
 their origins to pagan Rome, a thin veneer over the Babylonian system   
 (Revelation 17:15-18) 

Babylonian Roots  
•  Nimrod who founded the original Babylonian religion 

 -  Virtually identical to:  
  -  Phaethon (Faye-A-Thon) — or Aesculapius (Es-Ka-La-Pie-Us) 
 -  eventually developing into the worship of his widow Semiramis 
 -  And his posthumous son, Tammuz 

•  Babylon - (Semiramis & Tammuz) 
•  Phoenicia - (Ashtoreth & Tammus) 
•  Egypt - (Isis & Horus) 
•  Greece - (Aphrodite & Eros) 
•  Rome - (Venus & Cupid) 

The Migrating Priesthood  
•  Cyrus conquered Babylon 
•  Babylonian priesthood and their initiates fled and set up shop in Pergamos 
•  Centroid of power ultimately shifting to Rome 
•  Same religious system adopts Latin labels 
•  Forms the foundation for pagan Rome 

Pontifex Maximus  
•  Title of high priest of Babylonian religion when they moved to Pergamos 

 -  The king became Pontifex Maximus, the high priest of that pagan system 
•  Subsequent transfer of the cult from Pergamos to Rome 

 -  The appointment of successive Caesars as high priest 
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 -  By 378 A.D., Damasus, the Bishop of Rome, completed the absorption of  
 Babylonianism into the Roman Church 

History of Rome  
•  753B.C. - Rome is founded 
•  343-272 B.C. - Subdued Italy 
•  264-146 B.C. - Conquered Carthage 
•  215-146 B.C. - Conquered Greece, Asia Minor 
•  133- 31 B.C. - Conquered Spain, Gaul, Briton, Teutons 
•  63 B.C. - Conquered Judea 

At its peak, it spanned from the Atlantic to Euphrates and from the North Sea to the 
African Desert. Population: 120 million.  

Caesar Worship  
•  Augustus inaugurated emperor worship 

 -  Give the empire a bond of common sentiment 
•  Pergamos is not the seat of imperial and judicial authority 
•  Pergamos becames the center of the official religion of emperor worship 

 -  The first temple of this cult was erected at Pergamos in 27 B.C. 
 -  Vespasian and successors global test of one’s loyalty 
  - If one would or would not offer incense to the statue of the emperor 

Rome’s Rise to the Power  
•  46-44 B.C. - Julius Caesar (assassinated) 
•  31-14 A.D. - Augustus 

 -  Christ was born in his reign 
•  12-37 A.D. - Tiberius 

 -  Christ crucified in his reign 
•  37-41 A.D. - Caligula  

 -  Unsuccessful attempt at desecration of the Temple 
 -  Attempts to erect idol in the Holy of Holies 

•  41-54 A.D. - Claudius  
•  54-68 A.D. - Nero 

 -  Blamed his burning of Rome on Christians; executed Paul 
•  68-69 A.D. - Galba, Otho, Vitelius 
•  69-79 A.D. - Vespasian  

 -  Titus destroyed Jerusalem (70)  
•  79-81 A.D. - Titus  
•  81-96 A.D. - Domitian  

 -  Most violent; thousands slain; John banished to Patmos 
•  98-117 A.D. - Trajan  



Endgame: Study On Revelation

Revelation 2:12-17

 -  Sought to uphold the laws; Christianity regarded illegal 
•  117-138 A.D. - Hadrian  

 -  Titus destroyed Jerusalem (70) 
•  138-161 A.D. - Antoninus Pius   

 -  Bar Kochba revolt; Aelia Capitolina replaces Jerusalem 
•  161-180 A.D. - Marcus Aurelius  

 -  Severest since Nero. Peak of Roman power.  

Rome’s Rise to the Power  
•  180-192 A.D. - Commodus  
•  192-284 A.D. - Barrack Emperors  

 -  Appointed by army. Civil War. 
•  193-211 A.D. - Septimius Severus  
•  218-222 A.D. - Caracalla  

 -  Tolerated Christianity 
•  218-222 A.D. - Elagabalus  

 -  Tolerated Christianity 
•  222-235 A.D. - Alexander Severus  

 -  Favorable to Christianity 
•  235-238 A.D. - Maximinus  
•  244-249 A.D. - Phillips 

 -  Very favorable to Christianity  
•  249-251 A.D. - Decius 

 -  Persecuted Christians furiously 
•  253-260 A.D. - Valerian 

 -  Killed Origen 
•  260-268 A.D. - Galienus 

 -  Favored Christians 
•  270-275 A.D. - Aurelian 
•  284-305 A.D. - Diocletian 

 -  Persecuted Christians most furiously  
 -  Systematically attempted to abolish all by torturous death 

Constantine  
•  312 A.D. - Constantine 

 -  Set out to defeat the forces of Maxentius, his rival, 
 -  For supreme power in the empire 

•  His father had prospered when he had prayed to the God of the Christians 
 -  In his desperation, resorted to the same action 

•  It is said that on the next day he saw a shining cross in the sky 
 -  With the inscription above it: “in hoc signo vinces” 
 -  “In this sign thou shalt conquer” 
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•  He defeated Maxentius at the Milvan bridge 
•  Immediately declared his conversion to Christianity 
•  325 A.D. - Edict of Toleration 

 -  Established freedom of religion (not state religion, just legal) 
 -  Favored Christians at court 
 -  Exempted Christian ministers from taxes 
 -  Issued a general exhortation to all his subjects to become Christians 

•  330 A.D. - Moved the capital of the empire to Byzantium 
 -  Change name to Constantinople 
 -  Later is renamed to Istanbul 

•  Constantine ceased the gladiatorial fights 
•  Reduced the killing of unwelcome children 
•  Abolished crucifixion as form of execution 
•  Repealed the persecution edicts of Diocletian 
•  Assumed headship of the church 
•  Advanced Christians to high offices 
•  Declared Sunday a day of worship (forbid work on Sunday) 
•  Reduced slavery 

Marriage Consummated (Church & World) 
•  361-363 A.D. - Julian 

 -  “The Apostate” sought to restore paganism  
•  363-364 A.D. - Jovian 

 -  Reestablished the Christian religion 
•  378-395 A.D. - Theodosius 

 -  Made Christianity the state religion 
 -  Forced conversions filled the churches with unsaved people 
 -  Ambition to rule, heathenism, and pomp emerge in the world church 
 - Co-mingling of Christianity and paganism 

Perverted Marriage  
•  Heathenism was Christianized 

 -  Pagan temples became Christian churches 
 -  Heathen festivals were converted into Christian ones 
 -  Pagan priests slipped into office as Christian priests 

•  Change was mostly nomenclature (Change the name) 
•  What persecution didn’t accomplish marriage to world did 

 -  The underground Christians exchanged the rags of oppression for the silks  
 of the court


