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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #15) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

PERGAMOS: PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Ephesus: Promise of ______________ (vs. Love Grown Cold) 
Smyrna: Promise of ______________ (vs. Physical Death) 

PERGAMOS: The Promise Of ______________ 
(vs. Social Compromise) 

Revelation 2:12  “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who 
has the sharp two-edged sword says this: 13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s 
throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of 
Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.’ 
(NASB) 

Revelation 2:12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things 
says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know your works, and where you 
dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My 
faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among 
you, where Satan dwells.” ’ (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:12 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is 
the message from the one with the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I know that you live 
in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained loyal to me. You 
refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among 
you there in Satan’s city. (NLT) 

Personal Level 
•  Ephesus 

 -  Church: Devotion, not just doctrine 
 -  Personal: Neglected Priorities 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Eat of the Tree of Life 

•  Smyrna 
 -  Church: Endure persecution 
 -  Personal: Satanic Opposition 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Not hurt of the Second Death 
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•  Pergamos 
 -  Church: Purify ambassadorship 
 -  Personal: Spiritual ______________ 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Manna, Stone, New Name 

2 Corinthians 1:4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. 
When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has 
given us. (NLT) 

Encouragement 
•  ______________ 

 -  In spite of adversity 
 -  In troubling circumstances 

•  No ______________ for not standing up 
 -  If you knew what my life was like… 
 -  If you understood what I’m going through… 

Ephesians 6:11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm 
against all strategies of the devil. 12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood 
enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty 
powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. (NLT) 

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there some 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of 
immorality. 15 So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans. (NASB) 

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those 
who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before 
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality. 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
which thing I hate. (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:14 “But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some 
among you whose teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up 
the people of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating food offered to idols and by 
committing sexual sin. 15 In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you 
who follow the same teaching. (NLT) 
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Warning 
•  False Teaching 

 -  ______________ the Truth 
 -  ______________ the Truth 

•  Stumbling Block 
 -  How do others / family / community see me living a Godly ______________?  
 -  Am I distracting / confusing / misleading God’s ______________? 

Romans 14:13  So let’s stop condemning each other. Decide instead to live in such 
a way that you will not cause another believer to stumble and fall. (NLT) 

What God permits and what God prefers 
are two entirely different things 

Numbers 22:12 But God told Balaam, “Do not go with them. You are not to curse 
these people, for they have been blessed!” (NLT) 

Clear Command Of Obedience vs. ______________ 

Numbers 22:17 I will pay you very well and do whatever you tell me. Just come and 
curse these people for me!” 18 But Balaam responded to Balak’s messengers, “Even 
if Balak were to give me his palace filled with silver and gold, I would be powerless 
to do anything against the will of the Lord my God. 19 But stay here one more night, 
and I will see if the Lord has anything else to say to me.” 20 That night God came to 
Balaam and told him, “Since these men have come for you, get up and go with 
them. But do only what I tell you to do.” (NLT) 

Repeated Command vs. ______________ 

Numbers 22:34 Then Balaam confessed to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned. I 
didn’t realize you were standing in the road to block my way. I will return home if 
you are against my going.” 35 But the angel of the Lord told Balaam, “Go with these 
men, but say only what I tell you to say.” So Balaam went on with Balak’s officials. 
(NLT) 

Repentant vs. ___________-_________________ 
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Numbers 24:10 King Balak flew into a rage against Balaam. He angrily clapped his 
hands and shouted, “I called you to curse my enemies! Instead, you have blessed 
them three times. 11 Now get out of here! Go back home! I promised to reward you 
richly, but the Lord has kept you from your reward.” 12 Balaam told Balak, “Don’t 
you remember what I told your messengers? I said, 13 ‘Even if Balak were to give 
me his palace filled with silver and gold, I would be powerless to do anything 
against the will of the Lord.’ I told you that I could say only what the Lord says! (NLT) 

Obedient Actions vs. ______________ ______________ 

Numbers 25:1 While the Israelites were camped at Acacia Grove, some of the men 
defiled themselves by having sexual relations with local Moabite women. 2 These 
women invited them to attend sacrifices to their gods, so the Israelites feasted with 
them and worshiped the gods of Moab. 3 In this way, Israel joined in the worship of 
Baal of Peor, causing the Lord’s anger to blaze against his people. (NLT) 

Technical Obedience vs. ______________ ______________ 

Numbers 31:14 But Moses was furious with all the generals and captains who had 
returned from the battle. 15 “Why have you let all the women live?” he demanded. 
16 “These are the very ones who followed Balaam’s advice and caused the people 
of Israel to rebel against the Lord at Mount Peor. They are the ones who caused the 
plague to strike the Lord’s people. (NLT) 

Disobedience vs. ______________ 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the 
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and 
marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 13 Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the 
one to whom we are accountable. (NLT) 

Value The ______________ 
•  Exposes 

 -  Danger tolerating false teaching, wickedness, sin 
•  Blending of Good and Evil (Israel) 

 -  In the brightness of the good some might not perceive the evil. 
 -  In the darkness of the evil some might not perceive the good. 
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Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there some 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of 
immorality. 15 So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make 
war against them with the sword of My mouth. (NASB) 

•  Who is doing the repenting? 
•  Who is coming quickly? 
•  Who is Christ making war against? 
•  What is Christ’s command? 

 -  Repent 
 -  Expose and Separate 
 -  Not a judgment to destroy but to bring us to glory 

Proverbs 3:11 My child, don’t reject the Lord’s discipline, and don’t be upset when 
he corrects you. 12  For the Lord corrects those he loves, just as a father corrects a 
child in whom he delights. (NLT) 

“food offered to idols” 
But didn't Paul say this was okay? Is this a contradiction? 

1 Corinthians 10:25 So you may eat any meat that is sold in the marketplace 
without raising questions of conscience. 26 For “the earth is the Lord’s, and 
everything in it.” 27 If someone who isn’t a believer asks you home for dinner, 
accept the invitation if you want to. Eat whatever is offered to you without raising 
questions of conscience. 28 (But suppose someone tells you, “This meat was offered 
to an idol.” Don’t eat it, out of consideration for the conscience of the one who told 
you. 29 It might not be a matter of conscience for you, but it is for the other person.) 
For why should my freedom be limited by what someone else thinks? 30 If I can 
thank God for the food and enjoy it, why should I be condemned for eating it? (NLT) 

Paul is writing about meat that had been bought in the marketplace and brought 
home to eat. In this culture typically the meat was offered to idols, then sold in 
marketplace. Christians didn’t practice or participate in the sacrifice. 

In Pergamum church members were joining with crowds who were worshiping false 
gods and committing sexual acts with heathen priests and priestesses, all to honor 
the gods, THEN eating the sacrificed food. 
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Revelation 2:16 Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will 
make war against them with the sword of My mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give 
some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name 
written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.’ (NASB) 

Revelation 2:16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against 
them with the sword of My mouth. 17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden 
manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written 
which no one knows except him who receives it.” ’ (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:16 Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth. 17 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the 
Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. To everyone who is 
victorious I will give some of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And I 
will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name 
that no one understands except the one who receives it. (NLT) 

Promises 
•  Hidden Manna 

 -  Living Word / Bread of Life: Word of God 
 -  Living Word / Bread of Life: Jesus Christ 
 -  Bread sustains 

•  White Stone 
 -  Forgiveness? Acquittal? 
 -  Favor, approval, guarantee, special 

•  New Name 
 -  Only receiver understands 
 -  New nature, new authority, new inheritance 

1 Corinthians 3:16 Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God lives in you? 17 God will destroy anyone who destroys this 
temple. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 18 Stop deceiving 
yourselves. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards, you need to become 
a fool to be truly wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. As the 
Scriptures say, “He traps the wise in the snare of their own cleverness.” (NLT) 
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The story of parchment 
•  Eumenes, the Greek king of Pergamos 

 -  Aristophenes, the librarian at Alexandria, Egypt 
 -  Eumenes tried to get Aristophenes to come head his library 
 -  This infuriated Ptolemy, the Greek king of Egypt 
 -  Ptolemy promptly jailed Aristophenes so Eumenes couldn't get him 

•  Ptolemy stopped the export of papyri to Asia Minor 
 -  Papyrus was the ancient material used to write on 
 -  Made from a bullrush that grows along the banks of the Nile 
 -  It was Egypt's nationalized industry 

•  So the librarians and authors in Pergamos had no material on which to write 
 -  So they invented parchment 
 -  Which is why, even today, a diploma is referred to as a “sheepskin" 
 -  It is also called vellum 
 -  The library was later sent to Egypt as a gift from Anthony to Cleopatra 

The irony is apparent. In this place where books and learning were so valued, the 
wisdom of the wise was no match for the foolishness of God. And the Christians 
were buying into the culture's philosophy. 

2 Corinthians 11:2 For I am jealous for you with the jealousy of God himself. I 
promised you as a pure bride to one husband—Christ. 3 But I fear that somehow 
your pure and undivided devotion to Christ will be corrupted, just as Eve was 
deceived by the cunning ways of the serpent. 4 You happily put up with whatever 
anyone tells you, even if they preach a different Jesus than the one we preach, or a 
different kind of Spirit than the one you received, or a different kind of gospel than 
the one you believed. (NLT) 

The warning is clear. Don't compromise. For the Church MUST keep herself clean, 
spotless, and prepared for the Bridegroom. 

NEXT WEEK - Thyatira 
•  Read Revelation Chapters 2 & 3 

 -  Analyze the Letter to Thyatira 
 -  Read Revelation 2:18-29 

•  Additional Research 
 -  Who was Jezebel? 
 -  Read 1 Kings 21


