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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #18) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

THYATIRA: PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Ephesus: Promise of ______________ (vs. Love Grown Cold) 
Smyrna: Promise of ______________ (vs. Physical Death) 
Pergamos: Promise of ______________ (vs. Social Compromise) 

THYATIRA: The Promise Of ______________ 
(vs. Avoiding ______________) 

Revelation 2:18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, 
who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this: 
19 ‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and 
that your deeds of late are greater than at first. 20 But I have this against you, that 
you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches 
and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat 
things sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to 
repent of her immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those 
who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 
23 And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am 
He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according 
to your deeds. 24 But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this 
teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place 
no other burden on you. 25 Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 
26 He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give 
authority over the nations; 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the 
vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My 
Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.’ (NASB) 
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Revelation 2:18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says 
the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 19 “I 
know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the 
last are more than the first. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because 
you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce 
My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I 
gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed 
I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, 
and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts. 
And I will give to each one of you according to your works. 24 “Now to you I say, 
and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who have not 
known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 25 But 
hold fast what you have till I come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works 
until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 27 ‘He shall rule them with a 
rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’— as I also have 
received from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star. 29 “He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:18 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the 
message from the Son of God, whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like 
polished bronze: 19 “I know all the things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, 
your service, and your patient endurance. And I can see your constant improvement 
in all these things. 20 “But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that 
woman—that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She 
teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered to idols. 21 I gave her 
time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality. 22 
“Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery 
with her will suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. 23 I 
will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am the one who 
searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give to each of 
you whatever you deserve. 24 “But I also have a message for the rest of you in 
Thyatira who have not followed this false teaching (‘deeper truths,’ as they call them
—depths of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more of you 25 except that you hold 
tightly to what you have until I come. 26 To all who are victorious, who obey me to 
the very end, To them I will give authority over all the nations. 27 They will rule the 
nations with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots. 28 They will have the same 
authority I received from my Father, and I will also give them the morning star! 29 
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying 
to the churches. (NLT) 
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Previous Churches 
•  Ephesus 

 -  Local: Political Center 
 (Important, Capital, Pagan pilgrimage temple, Lost harbor) 
 -  Church: Devotion, not just doctrine 
 -  Prophetic: Apostolic Church 
 -  Personal: Neglected Priorities 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Eat of the Tree of Life 

•  Smyrna 
 -  Local: Commercial Center 
 (City of beauty, Destroyed several times, Caesar tribute, Synagogue of Satan) 
 -  Church: Endure persecution 
 -  Prophetic: Persecuted Church 
 -  Personal: Satanic Opposition 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Not hurt of the Second Death 

•  Pergamos 
 -  Local: Religious Center 
 (City of Satan, Multiple pagan temples, Asclepion healing temple, Treasury) 
 -  Church: Purify ambassadorship 
 -  Prophetic: Medieval Church 
 -  Personal: Spiritual Compromise 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Manna, Stone, New Name 

THYATIRA: PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Current Church 
•  Thyatira 

 -  Local: ______________ Center 
 (Guilds, Known for dyes (purple), Marsh area) 
 -  Church: Pagan Practices (not question of if, but how much) 
  Shabbat, Christmas, Easter 
 -  Prophetic: Medieval Church 
 -  Personal: Pagan Practices 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Power Over Nations 

Christmas: “yule” log, trimming tree, mistletoe, wassailing 

The term "Easter" itself alludes to the pagan roots of the holiday. The name comes 
from the Babylonian goddess, Ishtar (also, Astarte). It was the pagan preoccupation 
with fertility that linked rabbits' rapid breeding with the golden egg of Astarte. 
Passover, and therefore the Resurrection of Jesus, occur in the springtime.  
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As Christianity spread, the celebration that Christ had conquered death came neatly 
at a time when the pagan world was celebrating the renewal of nature after the 
death of winter. And so, today we have Easter egg hunts at churches across America 
on Resurrection Sunday. 

We find the attitudes of all seven churches still at work today in all kinds of churches.  
Does this mean that we should not celebrate these holidays? No. 
Does this mean that Catholicism is worse than other religions? No. 

Any church that leaves the plain message of Jesus Christ and embraces so-called 
“deeper truths” is flirting with Satan. 

We love to feel that we are being let into special, secret things. The New Age 
Movement, gained popularity, intrigues people with revelations of powerful spirit 
beings who can impart information that ordinary people do not have. 

1 Corinthians 2:1 When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I didn’t use 
lofty words and impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For I decided that 
while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was 
crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness—timid and trembling. 4 And my message and 
my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I 
relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. 5 I did this so you would trust not in 
human wisdom but in the power of God. (NLT) 

Of Notice 
•  First 3 books: "Anyone with ears” - pre-promise 
•  Last 4 books: "Anyone with ears” - post-promise 
•  Last 4 books mention the ______________ of Christ 
•  Thyatira: Threat of great tribulation 

Thyatira 
•  Midway between Pergamum and Sardis 

 -  Along the Roman road 
 -  Sat this outpost, a sentinel spot 
 -  It wasn't a big city 

•  The smallest and least important city of the seven churches 
•  Middle letter and the longest letter 
•  Jesus identifies himself…He is the Son of God 

 -  Eyes - perceiving the very thoughts and intentions 
 -  Feet - moving actively with judgment 
 -  Feet are brass, mixture of metal 
 -  Jesus is a ______________ …fully God, fully man; fully grace, fully truth 
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Commendation 
•  He Sees ______________ 
•  He Sees Your ______________ 

 -  The Ephesians had left it 
 -  It is the first of the fruits of the Spirit 
 -  There was an intimacy and a fellowship between them 
 -  There were works that corresponded to the love, This is ministry 

•  Your ______________ 
 -  Fellowship and faithfulness 
 -  Friendship and a following 
 -  Felicity of service to one another 

•  Your ______________ 
 -  It wasn't all about me and God 
 -  There was that horizontal aspect that had entered in 

•  Your ______________ endurance 
 -  There was a stretching of their faith 
 -  Service into the community 
 -  It went beyond their little group 

•  Your ______________ 
 -  Once begun, it continued 
 -  There was progress 
 -  This was a healthy church 

Concern 
•  He Sees ______________ 

 -  It's not a mistake 
 -  It's not a sickness 
 -  It's not a lapse in judgment 
 -  It's not a syndrome 

•  It Is ______________ 
 -  All the good that is going on does not cover over the evil that was present 
 -  “He's really a good boy” “They are such nice people” 
 -  It doesn't matter 

•  Most of all, He sees this Jezebel 
 -  This false teacher 
 -  They were allowing in there midst 

The Historical Jezebel 
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1 Kings 16:30 But Ahab son of Omri did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, even 
more than any of the kings before him. 31 And as though it were not enough to 
follow the sinful example of Jeroboam, he married Jezebel, the daughter of King 
Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and he began to bow down in worship of Baal. 32 First 
Ahab built a temple and an altar for Baal in Samaria. 33 Then he set up an Asherah 
pole. He did more to provoke the anger of the Lord, the God of Israel, than any of 
the other kings of Israel before him. (NLT) 

1 Kings 18:4 Once when Jezebel had tried to kill all the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah 
had hidden 100 of them in two caves. He put fifty prophets in each cave and 
supplied them with food and water.) (NLT) 

1 Kings 18:16 So Obadiah went to tell Ahab that Elijah had come, and Ahab went 
out to meet Elijah. 17 When Ahab saw him, he exclaimed, “So, is it really you, you 
troublemaker of Israel?” 18 “I have made no trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “You 
and your family are the troublemakers, for you have refused to obey the commands 
of the Lord and have worshiped the images of Baal instead. 19 Now summon all 
Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, along with the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 
prophets of Asherah who are supported by Jezebel.” 20 So Ahab summoned all the 
people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. 21 Then Elijah stood in front of 
them and said, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions? 
If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people 
were completely silent. (NLT) 

1 Kings 19:1 When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything Elijah had done, 
including the way he had killed all the prophets of Baal. 2 So Jezebel sent this 
message to Elijah: “May the gods strike me and even kill me if by this time tomorrow 
I have not killed you just as you killed them.” 3 Elijah was afraid and fled for his life. 
He went to Beersheba, a town in Judah, and he left his servant there. (NLT) 

1 Kings 21:1 Now there was a man named Naboth, from Jezreel, who owned a 
vineyard in Jezreel beside the palace of King Ahab of Samaria. 2 One day Ahab said 
to Naboth, “Since your vineyard is so convenient to my palace, I would like to buy it 
to use as a vegetable garden. I will give you a better vineyard in exchange, or if you 
prefer, I will pay you for it.” 3 But Naboth replied, “The Lord forbid that I should give 
you the inheritance that was passed down by my ancestors.” 4 So Ahab went home 
angry and sullen because of Naboth’s answer. The king went to bed with his face to 
the wall and refused to eat! 5 “What’s the matter?” his wife Jezebel asked him. 
“What’s made you so upset that you’re not eating?” 6 “I asked Naboth to sell me his 
vineyard or trade it, but he refused!” Ahab told her. 7 “Are you the king of Israel or 
not?” Jezebel demanded. “Get up and eat something, and don’t worry about it. I’ll 
get you Naboth’s vineyard!” (NLT) 
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Naboth’s ______________: 1 Kings 21 
•  King Ahab desires Naboth’s vineyard. 
•  Queen Jezebel arranges an ______________ 

 -  False witnesses 
 -  Condemnation 
 -  Execution 

•  Naboth’s vineyard seized for the king. 
•  Naboth’s heirs also slain. 
•  Echo of the medieval inquisitions 

1 Kings 21:25 (No one else so completely sold himself to what was evil in the 
Lord’s sight as Ahab did under the influence of his wife Jezebel. 26 His worst 
outrage was worshiping idols[d] just as the Amorites had done—the people whom 
the Lord had driven out from the land ahead of the Israelites.) 27 But when Ahab 
heard this message, he tore his clothing, dressed in burlap, and fasted. He even 
slept in burlap and went about in deep mourning. 28 Then another message from 
the Lord came to Elijah: 29 “Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before me? 
Because he has done this, I will not do what I promised during his lifetime. It will 
happen to his sons; I will destroy his dynasty.” (NLT) 

2 Kings 9 
•  ______________ Anointed King of Israel 

 -  Jehu was a commander in Ahab's army (2 Kings 9:5; 25) 
 -  Jehu’s name, meaning “Yahweh is he,” portrays well his future 
 -  God-given task: to obliterate the house of Ahab along with the worship of  
 Baal that pervaded Israel at the time 

•  Before he becomes King 
 -  Witnessed the death of Naboth & family (2 Kings 9:25-26) 
 -  Witnessed the death of Ahab (1 Kings 22) 
 -  Witnessed the death of Jezebel (2 Kings 9) 
 -  Witnessed the death of Ahab’s 70 sons (2 Kings 9-10) 
 -  Becomes king (2 Kings 9:25-26) 

2 Kings 9:20 The watchman exclaimed, “The messenger has met them, but he isn’t 
returning either! It must be Jehu son of Nimshi, for he’s driving like a madman.” 
21 “Quick! Get my chariot ready!” King Joram commanded. Then King Joram of 
Israel and King Ahaziah of Judah rode out in their chariots to meet Jehu. They met 
him at the plot of land that had belonged to Naboth of Jezreel. 22 King Joram 
demanded, “Do you come in peace, Jehu?” Jehu replied, “How can there be peace 
as long as the idolatry and witchcraft of your mother, Jezebel, are all around 
us?” (NLT) 
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Jezebel At Thyatira 
•  This was ______________ the church 
•  This wasn't some outside group 
•  She was a self-proclaimed prophet 

 -  There is no problem with a woman being a prophet 
 -  It wasn't just that she called herself a prophet 
 -  She was a false prophet 

•  She was seducing others 
 -  May or may not have been a literal sexual problem 
 -  It was a spiritual problem 
 -  She was teaching differently 

•  The issue seemed to be ______________ and ______________ compromise 
 -  “Business is business” 
 -  Philosophy of “if business practices collide with your Christian principles,  
 then your principles have to go, because you have to make a living” 

Where We Struggle 
•  Churches do this / We do this 

 -  Some approve of homosexuality as an alternate lifestyle 
 -  They don't want to be seen as ______________ 
 -  I don’t want to make waves, I don't want to offend 
 -  Churches don't want liberal big givers to leave 
 -  Failure to discipline others when they fall into immorality 

•  The issue was a rejection of ______________ 
 -  If you and I reject the Lord's authority, he is no longer God 
 -  The result is, we must find another god 
 -  It is impossible for the human spirit to live without something to live for 
 -  That is what your god is...whatever you are living for 

•  Whatever makes life worthwhile to you, becomes your god 
 -  It may be the god of pleasure 
 -  It may be the god of wealth 
 -  It may be the god of power 
 -  It may be the god of ambition 
 -  It may be the god of fame 
 -  It may be that your kids or grandkids are your gods 
 -  It may be the god of your work, accolades 
 -  It may be the god of home, castle, getaway 

The most subtle challenge to faith 
does not usually originate in public amphitheaters 

but in the daily places where we earn the ______________ we need to live 
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Remember Lydia? What was the difference between herself and this Jezebel? 

Acts 3:13 On the Sabbath we went a little way outside the city to a riverbank, where 
we thought people would be meeting for prayer, and we sat down to speak with 
some women who had gathered there. 14 One of them was Lydia from Thyatira, a 
merchant of expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to us, the 
Lord opened her heart, and she accepted what Paul was saying. 15 She and her 
household were baptized, and she asked us to be her guests. “If you agree that I am 
a true believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my home.” And she urged us 
until we agreed. (NLT) 

Lydia Of Thyatira 
•  She was ______________ to authority 
•  She was a ______________ of God 

 -  Was that the difference? No. 
 -  Many have come and fell at his feet and said, “Lord, Lord.” 

•  The first difference - Verse 14b 
 -  As she listened to us 
 -  the Lord opened her heart 
 -  and she accepted what Paul was saying 

•  The second difference - Verse 15a 
 -  She responded to the authority of the Holy Spirit 
 -  She submitted to the authority of the Holy Spirit 
 -  She and her household were baptized 

•  The third difference - Verse 15b 
 -  She sacrificed, however inconvenient 
 -  she asked us to be her guests 
 -  If you agree that I am faithful to the Lord 
 -  Come and stay at my home 
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Following Christ 
•  He Commands ______________ 
•  He Commands ______________ 

 -  “..unless they turn away from all their evil deeds” 
 -  “...hold tightly to what you have…" 
 -  “...obey me to the very end…" 

•  He Makes the ______________ 
 -  The promise is always of Himself 

•  The same ______________ 
 -  Real authority brings real peace 
 -  False authority brings false peace 
 -  Real authority brings blessing 
 -  Real authority brings life 

NEXT SESSION: 
•  Read Chapters 2 & 3 
•  Outline the Letter to Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6) 
•  What is their primary need? 
•  What are the distinctive of this letter?


