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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #21) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

SARDIS: COOPERATE APPLICATION (cont.) 

Alternatives 
•  The ______________-Church 
•  The ______________ Congregational Church 
•  The  Small Study Group 

 -  “Cells” sponsored by the local church 
 -  Home Fellowships 

•  Home Churches 

The Congregational-Church 
•  A Building 

 -  “Cathedral,” or “Church” 
•  A Special Day 

 -  Sunday 
•  A Professional Leadership 

 -  Priest, clergyman, pastor 
•  A special service, performed for the people 

 -  Ceremonies, interpretations, motivation 
•  A way to maintain itself 

 -  Tithes and offerings 
[Bill Beckham, The Second Reformation] 

The ______________ Life Cycle of Churches 
•  People-oriented Pastor 

 -  Draws a crowd 
•  Pulpit-Oriented Pastor 

 -  Crowd becomes larger 
•  Property-oriented Pastorate 

 -  Gideon: Snatching Defeat from the Jaws of Victory 
 -  Builds estate; 70 sons killed by illegitimate son, Abimelech 

•  Power-oriented Pastorate 
 -  Return of the Nicolaitanes 

•  Politically-driven decay 
 -  Accountability; management by hearsay 
 -  Lack of an “Objective Function” 
 -  Typically lacking in schools, hospitals, and churches 
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The Rock Church (San Diego, CA) 
•  Everyone in “Sunday Church” is in a Small Group (6-12 people) 
•  Small Groups meet weekly with their “Facilitator.” 

 -  They pray, hold themselves accountable, and discuss sermon notes 
 -  Group grows beyond 12, it is forced to split into two 

•  In first two years (2000-2002), the Rock Church grew to over 4,000 
 -  Currently it is one of the largest and fastest growing churches in America 
 -  18,000 people attending one of four Sunday services across five campuses 
 -  In addition to online streaming, microsites, radio and TV 
 -  Group meeting and they are five minutes late they are not allowed in 

Advantages of Small Groups 
•  Disciplined multiplication (mitosis - cells divide) 
•  Free of growth barriers 
•  More are “involved” participants 
•  Personal transformation & accountability 
•  More effective for new Christians 
•  Solves the leadership crisis 
•  More Biblical 
•  Persecution-proof structure 
•  More efficient: lower cost 
•  The True “Church” 
•  A Supernatural invention 
•  Endowed with immortality 
•  The means to disciple each other 
•  Transfer of Jesus’ life to each other 
•  Turns… 

 -  Atheists to apostles 
 -  Terrorists into teachers 
 -  Plumbers into pastors 
 -  Elders into evangelists 

Theses  
•  A way of ______________, not a series of ______________ 

 -  “The Way”; Acts 18:26 
•  No such thing as “a house of God” 

 -  God does not live in temples made by human hands 
 -  “chewing gum in the sanctuary!” vs. “sanctuaries are chewing gum!” 
 -  Jesus’ death tore the veil in the tabernacle 
 -  This symbolizing the END of the physical “place” 
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Ephesians 3:14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His 
Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and 
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with 
all the [m]saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all 
the fullness of God. (NASB) 

•  No bureaucratic clergy in the New Testament 
 -  No clerical mediators (1 Timothy 2:5) 
 -  Nicolaitanes were adoptions from pagan religions 

•  Line vs. staff: Line is productive vs. Staff is overhead 

Some ______________ 
•  Mission Alternatives? 

 -  Evangelism 
 -  Discipleship 
 -  Edification 

•  Leadership 
 -  Training, recruiting 
 -  Prepared Teachers and Discussion Facilitators 

•  Dangers 
 -  Heresy; not against church, but the Bible 
 -  Cultish behavior 

•  Staying Networked 

Korean Fellowships  
•  Organized by profession 
•  Special ______________ only 

 -  6 months in prayer 
 -  Then prayer on who will do the inviting 

Characteristics of Small Groups  
•  Organic not organized; ______________ not formal 
•  Persecution-proof structure: 

 -  Matures under tears 
 -  Multiplies under pressure 
 -  Flourishes in the desert 
 -  Sees in the dark 
 -  Thrives on chaos… 

•  Its only boast is the Lamb 
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Koinonia 
•  Greek; Fellowship, communication, communion, sharing and participating with 
someone  
•  It cannot be “organized”: it must be led by the Spirit to bear meaningful fruit  
•  We can revisit the open, organic styles of the NT 

 -  Instead of being limited to the structured approach 
 -  Canonized by the state in the 4th century 

•  There are no hard and fast rules 

Finding the “______________” One  
•  Neighborhood groups  
•  Professional groups 
•  Start Your Own! It’s easy; God will surprise you 
•  He always rewards the diligent. “Staying ahead” a week at a time  

 -  Isn’t hard and we’ll help you  

Storm Clouds on the Horizon  
•  The Biblical Christian is becoming increasingly “politically incorrect.”  
•  The true church(es) will eventually be forced underground.  

 -  If it holds true to history… 
 -  “The attack against them will be led by the ‘liberal’ denominational   
 churches” 

[J. Vernon McGee] 

An Explosion Toward the Past: “Back to the Future”  
•  A Personal Discovery  
•  A Modern Trend of Hope  
•  The Persecuted Church: 

 -  Then 
 -  Now? 

•  As an Impact for You! 
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Revelation 3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven 
Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a 
name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen the things 
that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in 
the sight of My God. 3 So remember what you have received and heard; and keep 
it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will 
not know at what hour I will come to you. 4 But you have a few people in Sardis who 
have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are 
worthy. 5 He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not 
erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father 
and before His angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ (NASB) 

Revelation 2:1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He 
who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you 
have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect 
before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and 
repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will 
not know what hour I will come upon you. 4 You have a few names even in Sardis 
who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they 
are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not 
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father 
and before His angels. 6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” ’ (NKJ) 

Revelation 2:1 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the 
message from the one who has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I 
know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation for being alive—but you 
are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost 
dead. I find that your actions do not meet the requirements of my God. 3 Go back to 
what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again. If 
you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief. 4 “Yet 
there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil. 
They will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 5 All who are victorious will be 
clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will 
announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine. 6 “Anyone with ears 
to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. 
(NLT) 
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Ephesus: Promise of ______________(vs. Love Grown Cold) 
Smyrna: Promise of ______________(vs. Physical Death) 
Pergamos: Promise of ______________(vs. Social Compromise) 
Pergamos: Promise of ______________(vs. Avoiding Confrontation) 

SARIDS: The Promise Of A ______________ 
(vs. Lack Of ______________) 

Previous Churches 
•  Ephesus 

 -  Local: Political Center 
 (Important, Capital, Pagan pilgrimage temple, Lost harbor) 
 -  Church: Devotion, not just doctrine 
 -  Prophetic: Apostolic Church 
 -  Personal: Neglected Priorities 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Eat of the Tree of Life 

•  Smyrna 
 -  Local: Commercial Center 
 (City of beauty, Destroyed several times, Caesar tribute, Synagogue of Satan) 
 -  Church: Endure persecution 
 -  Prophetic: Persecuted Church 
 -  Personal: Satanic Opposition 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Not hurt of the Second Death 

•  Pergamos 
 -  Local: Religious Center 
 (City of Satan, Multiple pagan temples, Asclepion healing temple, Treasury) 
 -  Church: Purify ambassadorship 
 -  Prophetic: “Married” Church 
 -  Personal: Spiritual Compromise 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Manna, Stone, New Name 

•  Thyatira 
 -  Local: Industrial Center 
 (Guilds, Known for dyes (purple), Marsh area) 
 -  Church: Pagan Practices (not question of if, but how much) 
  Shabbat, Christmas, Easter 
 -  Prophetic: Medieval Church 
 -  Personal: Pagan Practices 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Power Over Nations 
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SARIDS: PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Current Church 
•  Sardis 

 -  Local: ______________ Center 
 (Unknown origin, no significance, false security, city of failure, “Walking Dead”) 
 -  Church: Remember, Repent, Wake Up,  
 -  Prophetic: Denominational Church 
 -  Personal: Watchfulness, Diligence 
 -  Promise To Overcomer: Walk with Him in white; name not blotted out  

Greeting 
•  Angel is the Greek word “angelos”, which means messenger 

 -  Every church is given gifts to help it grow 
•  Paul tells us in Ephesians that these gifts are: 

 -  Apostles are the foundation 
 -  Prophets follow to declare the Word to the unbelieving 
 -  Evangelists answer the need of the lost, bringing the message of salvation 
 -  Pastors shepherd the flock, equipping the body of believers for works of  
 service 
 -  Teachers train, help believers to become mature disciples, equipping the  
 body of believers for works of service 

Works Of ______________ 
•  Many times we equate the work of the church the same as the office of the 
Pastor. Only Pastors can do that job… 
•  What are some “works of service?” 

 -  Counseling 
 -  Hospital Visitation, Shut-in 
 -  Caring for hurting, broken, needy 
 -  Witnessing, sharing ones faith 

•  Pastor and Teachers are under-shepherds 
 -  Player/coaches 
 -  Servant/leaders 
 -  Have a role both in the Body and caring for it 
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Why The Messenger? 
•  And why is each letter addressed to the messenger of the church and not the 
church directly? 
•  Because God ______________ through His messengers 

 -  Does he talk directly to other individuals in the church, too? Sure 
 -  But when He wants to address the whole group, His preferred method is  
 through His messenger 

•  That is where the ______________ rests 
 -  God works through the lines of authority He has established 

•  That is where the ______________ lies 
 -  They are given the task of preparing God's people 
 -  They are given the task of caring for God’s people 
 -  They are given the task of watching over the Body 
 -  They are given the task of nurturing the Body of believers 

•  Whatever is good and not so good with the Body, it is the Messenger's 
responsibility 

Revelation 1:20 As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right 
hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. (NASB) 

______________ Living 
•  You have a reputation for being alive 
•  You have a name in the community 
•  You have a name in the Body of Christ 
•  "Now there's a church!” 

 -  Do not make an illogical jump here 
 -  Do not try to apply this to every church that has a name 
 -  We are so easily cynical and negative 
 -  Ready to cast the evil eye to our brothers 
 -  “Oh, they think they're something...but I know it's just a show!” 
 -  No, you're probably just jealous and envious 

•  Unfortunately, in the case of Sardis, it was just a show. 
•  You are dead. 

 -  Turned into a TV Show, “Walking Dead” 
•  You have a name, but it describes a ______________ that doesn't exist 
•  It is either myth, fable, or a downright lie 
•  Having a name isn't the problem 

 -  The problem is having the name without the reality 
•  Sometimes it is a result of a name that we have made ourselves 
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•  You and I like the security that comes from having a ______________ 
 -  Think about the “namebrands” you support 
 -  Why do you shop certain places, or avoid certain places? 

•  What’s in a name? 
 -  We make a name in business 
 -  We make a name in raising a family 
 -  We make a name in being well-liked and respected 
 -  Sometimes we will even cherish a “bad” name if it gives security... 
 -  If people know we are just a little dangerous and not someone to mess with 

“There is the shell, but not the kernel; there is the carcass ,but not the soul, the 
shadow, but not the substance. The inward thing is wanting, thy works are hollow 

and empty; prayers are not filled up with holy desires, alms-deeds not filled up 
with true charity, Sabbaths not filled up with suitable devotion of soul to God; 

there are not inward affections suitable to outward acts and expressions.” 
- Author Unknown 

Appearances Can Be Deceiving 
•  Once upon a time… 
•  Appearances can be ______________ 

 -  Marriages 
 -  Relationships 
 -  Jobs 
 -  Devotion to God 

•  In Sardis they were going through the motions 
 -  They had earned their living name 
 -  They were still doing the lively works, but there was no real life in them 

•  Instead of the Spirit of God… 
 -  They went forth in the spirit of Samson 
 -  Who rose from his nap on the lap of Delilah 
 -  Ready to shake himself free, not even realizing that… 

Judges 16:20 She said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he awoke 
from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake myself free.” But he 
did not know that the Lord had departed from him. (NLT) 

Spiritual Live 
•  This is all about the spiritual life of the church (both corporate and personal) 
•  Where there is no ______________ life, all works are dead works 

 -  It doesn't matter how many there are 
 -  It doesn't matter what they are 
 -  It doesn't matter how great we think they are 
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Avoiding Dead Works (Avoiding Walking Dead) 
•  Be Watchful 

Ephesians 6:18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and 
be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. (NLT) 

•  Strengthen the things which remain 
 -  Greek: στηρίζω,v (stay-rid'-zo)  
 -  Whenever it is used in the New Testament it always relates to establishing  
 something 
 -  It always is the thought of making something stable and secure in the midst  
 of adversity 
 -  James uses it with the thought of ______________ 

James 5:8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. (NLT) 

•  Whatever is still alive, use it as the seed of what God can still do in you 
 -  It may not have much life left 
 -  But, whatever is there, don't let it go 
 -  Prune the dead branches 

•  Don't give up on the live ones and pitch the whole tree overboard 

Failure To Follow Instructions 
•  NASB “I have not found your deeds completed…” 
•  NJK “I have not found your woks perfect…” 
•  NLT “I find that your actions do not meet the requirements of my God.” 

Genesis 4:3 When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a 
gift to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought a gift—the best portions of the firstborn lambs 
from his flock. The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, 5 but he did not accept Cain and 
his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked dejected. 6 “Why are you so 
angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? 7 You will be accepted 
if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is 
crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its 
master.” (NLT) 

•  Lack of ______________ 
•  Lack of ______________ 
•  Lack of ______________ 

 -  Not lack of perfection 
 -  Not lack of ability 
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•  What you are doing is not 100% what God asked or demands 
 -  If you do 90% of what God wants, it is not obedience 
 -  Kids putting “toys away” (in room vs. in toy box) 

•  Grumble and Complain 
 -  It’s not fair! 
 -  It's not right! 
 -  I can’t do it! 
 -  It’s unreasonable! 
 -  I know a better way! 
 -  Nobody is perfect! 

•  God doesn’t give me more than I can bear… 

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be 
able to endure it. (NLT) 

“It does not imply that God won’t let you be stressed beyond what you can bear. 
Or challenged beyond your ability. Or pushed beyond your threshold.In reality, 

God gives you more than you can bear all the time. On purpose. It’s only when you 
can’t bear the load that the strength of Christ kicks in… and He becomes 

everything you need and more.” 
- Steven Furtick 

Missing The Point 
• God is ______________ unreasonable 

 -  He does not ask of us is impossible 
 -  We must rely on the power of the Holy Spirit 

•  Have we been failing to make use of that which has been entrusted to us? 
 -  We should repent 
 -  We must use what God gives us for His glory 

•  The temptation is to use only a portion of it 
 -  I’ll only use what I need to get by… 
 -  We use it only as far as we are made to feel good… 
 -  We use it for our “name” 

•  When we do that, then we're using it for our glory - not His 
•  It's a great thing that God delights in us… 

 -  that He delights in His children, just as we delight in our children 
 -  And even more so! 

•  But if we work only until, or only for that feeling of God's delight in us… 
 -  we've missed the point, our works are not full 
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•  The real point is not that we delight in our children… 
 -  …But that our children delight in...who? God! 

•  The purpose of everything is that we delight in ______________ 

Receiving Good News 
•  How are we to receive the gospel? 

 -  “Remember how you received and heard…” 

Matthew 13:20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message 
and immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they 
don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for 
believing God’s word. 22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who 
hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of 
this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good 
soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a 
harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” (NLT) 

Parable Of Seeds 
•  ______________ Soil 

 -  Hear the message and receive it with joy 
 -  Roots don't go very deep, abandon the message 

•  Among ______________ 
 -  Hear the message but the world’s worries overwhelm them 
 -  Fruit cannot be produced 

•  Good ______________ 
 -  Heard and understand 
 -  Produce a multiplied harvest 

•  THIS is the issue - your planting, your harvesting - there is _______ __________ 
•  Paul give commendations: 

 -  Those who follow 
 -  Those who search 

1 Thessalonians 1:6 So you received the message with joy from the Holy Spirit in 
spite of the severe suffering it brought you. In this way, you imitated both us and the 
Lord. (NLT) 

Acts 17:11 And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, and they listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the 
Scriptures day after day to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truth. (NLT) 



The End: Study Of Revelation Page �32 March 2019

______________ Judgement 
•  “Thief in the night…” 

 -  This isn't as the bridegroom returning for his bride 
 -  This is as the judge 

•  Taking away their remaining joys and mercies 
 -  Not by fraud, but by righteous judgment 

Final Boarding Call 
•  “You have a few…” 

 -  The self-important names 
 -  The big names 
 -  The impressive names 
 -  There were solid names 
 -  The living names 
 -  The no-names 

•  Among them all…there were a “few” that were alive 
 -  Weren't ruined by dead works 
 -  That followed God 100% 

•  Their effort didn't earn them clean garments 
 -  Our garments here are garments of grace 
 -  But they are called worthy 

•  There are two types of worth 
 -  Imputed -______________ 
 -  Merited - ______________ 

•  Our worth is what Christ gives, imputed, un-merited...grace 

What’s In A Name? 
•  A new name signifies a new purpose 
•  A new name signifies a new direction 
•  A new name signifies a new calling 
•  A new name signifies a new birthright 

 -  Spiritual ______________ 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. (NLT)


