
The End: Study Of Revelation

Fall 2019

ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #22) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

Revelation 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: (NASB) 

Revelation 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:7 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. (NLT) 

Scriptural Background 
•  None 

CITY: LOCAL APPLICATION 

Background / History 
•  The ______________ of the cities 

 -  Built in the area acquired by Pergamos in 189 B.C. 
 -  King Eumenes II ,King of Pergamos, had a younger brother, Attalus II 
 -  Attalus II his successor, won the title Philadelphus (“One who loves his   
 brother”) for his loyalty and affection for Eumenes 
 -  Philadelphian coins show the two brothers as completely alike in height,  
 features, and dress 

•  Attalus III, the last of Pergamos' kings 
 -  Lacks a royal heir to the throne 
 -  He bequeaths his kingdom (includes Philadelphia), upon death (133 B.C.) 
 -  Given to the Roman empire 

•  Rome's Asia province was created in 129 B.C. 
 -  Attalus' former kingdom 
 -  Brought together Ionia 

Geography 
•  Its elevation is 952 feet above the sea 
•  It was situated where the borders of Mysia, Lydia and Phrygia meet together 
•  Location 

 -  Near the Cogamus River 
 -  27 miles from Sardis and 48 miles from Laodicea, 105 miles east of Smyrna 
 -  Located in the Kuzucay valley, near the bottom of Mount Bozdad 
 -  Modern Turkey's province of Manisa 
 -  the city well situated also on the imperial post road from Rome and Troas to  
 Pergamos, Sardis and to the interior of Phrygia 
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•  It was a virtual gateway to the high central plateau of Asia Minor 
 -  Became a ______________ center for spreading the Greek language and  
  culture into the eastern parts of Lydia and Phrygia 
 -  This missionary character of the city seems to be stressed in the letter to the  
 church of Philadelphia 

•  William Barclay’s Daily Study Bible 
 -  Mentions that they were so successful that by A.D. 19 the Lydians had   
 forgotten their own language and were all but Greeks 
 -  Philadelphia was the centre for the diffusion of the Greek language and  
 Greek letters in a peaceful land and by peaceful means 

•  On one side of the city the land was fertile enough to grow grapes 
•  The area was well favored for wine production 

 -  Roman poet Virgil wrote about its excellent quality of wine 
 -  Dionysys, the god of wine, was the principal deity 

•  Behind the city are volcanic cliffs which the locals call ‘inkwells' 
•  The area is called Katakekaumene, “the Burned Land” 

 -  Highly volcanic region and suffered repeatedly from earthquakes 
 -  It was almost completely destroyed in the disaster of 17 A.D. 
 -  Devastated Sardis and ten other cities (Tacitus Annals 2.47) 
 -  Tremors were reported for years afterwards 
 -  Civic and economic disruption lasted for more than twenty years 

•  Prosperity was never fully regained 
 -  The city was under a legal jurisdiction of which Sardis was the center 

Name Changes 
•  Neo-Caesarea (“New City of Caesar”) 

 -  Tiberius gives generous assistance and financial relief 
 -  Because of the damages, allowed Philadelphia to be free of taxation 
 -  Caused the citizens to name the rebuilt city 

•  Flavia 
 -  Vespasian (69 to 79 A.D.) changes it to his family name 

•  Philadelphia 
 -  The name changes were short-lived and the old name was soon revived 

•  Today: Allah Shehu / Alashehir / Allah-shehr / Allah-shehir 
 -  Arabic: “City of ______________” 
 -  Given from the reddish color of the soil 
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The City 
•  The inhabitants are mostly Turks 
•  Although spacious 

 -  Contains about 3000 houses and 10,000 inhabitants 
 -  Badly built 
 -  Dwellings are mean and the streets filthy 

•  During the 14th century 
 -  The city of Philadelphia stood alone against the entire Turkish empire as a  
 free, self-governing Christian city in the midst of a Turkish land 
 -  Twice besieged by great Turkish armies, its people reduced to the verge of  
 starvation, they had learned to defend themselves, and resisted to the end 

•  By 1379-1390 
 -  It finally succumbed to a combined Turkish and Byzantine army 
 -  Until then, Philadelphia had held fast 
 -  Today, the few remaining Christians remain underground, as they generally  
 have to in an Islamic country 

Architecture 
•  Referred to as 'Little ______________' 

 -  because of the pagan temples and other public buildings 
•  Philadelphia quickly became an important and wealthy trade center 

 -  The coast cities declined, it grew in power 
 -  Retained its importance even until late Byzantine times 

•  It often had to be rebuilt due to earthquakes 
 -  Strabo, the famous historian, specifically wrote of the walls of the houses in  
 Philadelphia being cracked due to earthquakes 

•  A few ruins, including cornices of buildings, are still visible today 
•  The expense of reparation was constant 

 -  Perhaps the poverty of the members of the church 
•  Whitneys Bible Geography 

 -  “One of the old mosques is believed by the native Christians to have been  
 the church in which assembled the primitive Christians addressed in the   
 Apocalypse." 

Later History 
•  The church suffered at the hands of the large __________ community in the city 
•  Ignatius, the bishop of Antioch 

 -  writes to the Philadelphian church a few years after John 
 -  refers to the Jews, who had so long persecuted the Christians there as   
 being converted and turning in contrition to those whose adversity they had  
 caused 
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•  Philadelphia was an independent neutral city 
 -  Under the influence of the Latin Knights of Rhodes 

•  At a distance from the sea, forgotten by the (Greek) emperor encompassed, all 
sides by the Turks, her valiant citizens defended their religion and freedom for 
more than eighty years 
•  Sultan Bayezid I 

 -  Largest army in known world at the time 
 -  Unsuccessfully besieged Constantinople 

•  After a prolonged resistance taken in 1390 
 -  Sultan Bayezid I and an Auxiliary Christian force under the Byzantine   
 emperor Manuel II 
 -  All the other cities of Asia Minor had surrendered 

•  Twelve years later it was captured by Timur 
 -  Builds a wall with the corpses of his prisoners 
 -  A fragment of the ghastly structure is in the library of Lincoln Cathedral 

•  Philadelphia was the last Byzantine stronghold in inner Asia Minor 
 -  Greek inhabitants fled the town during World War I 
 -  Created Nea Filadelfeia (New Philadelphia), in Greece 

•  Major earthquakes reached this area after NT times 
 -  All that is now left of the old city is ruins, remains of a wall 
 -  Four strong marble pillars, which once supported the dome of a church 

Letter To Philadelphia 
•  Greek: (fileo) phileo 

 -  To love (approve; kind; befriend); to be fond of; friendly; favorable to 
 -  Delphia - city 

Types Of Love 

•  ______________ 
 -  Meaning: Erotic Love 
 -  Representation: Idea of sexual passion and desire 
 -  Love Catalyst: The physical body 
 -  Description: Eros is a primal and powerful fire that burns out quickly. It   
 needs its flame to be fanned through one of the deeper forms of love below  
 as it is centered around the selfish aspects of love, that is, personal infatuation 
 and physical pleasure 
 -  Danger: Can be misused, abused, indulged which leads to impulsive acts,  
 broken hearts, sinful activities 
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•  ______________ 
 -  Meaning: Affectionate Love 
 -  Representation: Considered a love between equals 
 -  Love Catalyst: The mind 
 -  Description: It often involves the feelings of loyalty among friends,   
 camaraderie among teammates, and the sense of sacrifice for your pack 
 -  Danger: Loyalty to friends could overwhelm morality (Peer-Pressure) 

•  ______________ 
 -  Familiar Love 
 -  Representation: Kinship and familiarity 
 -  Love Catalyst: Causal (Memories) 
 -  Description: Storge is a natural form of affection that often flows between  
 parents and their children, and children for their parents. 
 -  Danger: Obstacle when family doesn't align with choices, beliefs 

•  ______________ 
 -  Meaning: Playful Love 
 -  Representation: The affection between young lovers 
 -  Love Catalyst: Astral (Emotion) 
 -  Description: Ludus is that feeling we have when we go through the early  
 stages of falling in love with someone, e.g. the fluttering heart, flirting,   
 teasing, and feelings of euphoria. 
 -  Danger: Not knowing when to draw boundaries 

•  ______________ 
 -  Meaning: Obsessive Love 
 -  Representation: Leads a partner into a type of madness and obsessiveness 
 -  Love Catalyst: Survival instinct 
 -  Description: It occurs when there is an imbalance between eros and ludus.  
 This person wants to love and be loved to find a sense of self-value. Because  
 of this, they can become possessive and jealous lovers, feeling as though  
 they desperately “need” their partners. 
 -  Danger: Often leads to issues such as codependency 

•  ______________ 
 -  Meaning: Enduring Love 
 -  Representation: Love that has aged, matured and developed over time 
 -  Love Catalyst: Etheric (Unconscious) 
 -  Description: Unlike the other types of love, pragma is the result of effort on  
 both sides. It’s the love between people who’ve learned to make    
 compromises, have demonstrated patience and tolerance to make the   
 relationship work. 
 -  Danger: We spend so much time and energy trying to find love and so little  
 time in learning how to maintain it. 
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•  ______________ 
 -  Meaning: Self Love 
 -  Representation: Self-love in its healthiest form 
 -  Love Catalyst: Soul 
 -  Description: You cannot share what you do not have. If you do not love  
 yourself, you cannot love anyone else either. The only way to truly be happy is 
 to find that unconditional love for yourself. 
 -  Danger: Can become vanity and self-obsession that is focused on personal  
 fame, gain and fortune as is the case with narcissism 

•  ______________ 
 -  Meaning: Selfless Love 
 -  Representation: Selfless unconditional love 
 -  Love Catalyst: Spirit 
 -  Description: It is an unconditional love, bigger than ourselves, a boundless  
 compassion, an infinite empathy. It is the purest form of love that is free from  
 desires and expectations, and loves regardless of the flaws and    
 shortcomings of others. Agape is the love that is felt for that which we   
 intuitively know as the divine truth: the love that accepts, forgives and   
 believes for our greater good. 
 -  Danger: None 

Title of Christ 
Revelation 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is 
holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and 
who shuts and no one opens, says this: (NASB) 

Revelation 3:7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things 
says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens 
and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:7 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is 
the message from the one who is holy and true, the one who has the key of David. 
What he opens, no one can close; and what he closes, no one can open: (NLT) 

“Holy” 
•  “Holy” (Revelation 6:10; Leviticus 11:44; 21:8; Isaiah 57:15) 

 -  ______________ of God 
 -  Should inspire fear, awe, terror, reverence in us 
 -  Usually linked to need for justice and judgement 

•  Song of the Seraphim (Isaiah 6:3) 
 -  Holy, Holy, Holy 
 -  Why three times? ____________ 
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•  At His birth (Luke 1:35) 
•  At His death (Acts 2:27) 
•  In His present priestly office (Hebrews 7:25) 

“True” 
•  Greek: (ajlhqinovvς) Alethinos 

 -  Real, genuine 
 -  Comes from greek root word Alethes 

•  Greek: (ajlhqhvς) Alethes 
 -  truth in contrast to falsehood 
 -  John 17:3; 1 John 5:20 

•  Prophecy of Zechariah (Luke 1:75) 
•  His kingship (of the universe) rests upon the bedrock of His ______________ 
(Psalm 2; 24, etc.) 

 -  This is opposite of Allah of the Koran 
 -  Koran presents Allah as impulsive, erratic, and unpredictable 
 -  Allah can do anything, but you are never quite sure what he will do 

•  God delights in keeping His promises 
 -  His character is never changing 

“Key of David” 
Who has the “key of David”?  _______________ 

Isaiah 22:20 And then I will call my servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah to replace you. 
21 I will dress him in your royal robes and will give him your title and your authority. 
And he will be a father to the people of Jerusalem and Judah. 22 I will give him the 
key to the house of David—the highest position in the royal court. When he opens 
doors, no one will be able to close them; when he closes doors, no one will be able 
to open them. 23 He will bring honor to his family name, for I will drive him firmly in 
place like a nail in the wall. 24 They will give him great responsibility, and he will 
bring honor to even the lowliest members of his family.” 25 But the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies also says: “The time will come when I will pull out the nail that seemed so 
firm. It will come out and fall to the ground. Everything it supports will fall with it. I, 
the Lord, have spoken!” (NLT) 

Isaiah 22:23 “I will drive him like a peg in a firm place, And he will become a throne 
of glory to his father’s house. 24 So they will hang on him all the glory of his father’s 
house, offspring and issue, all the least of vessels, from bowls to all the jars. 25 In 
that day,” declares the Lord of hosts, “the peg driven in a firm place will give way; it 
will even break off and fall, and the load hanging on it will be cut off, for the Lord has 
spoken.” (NASB) 
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•  Eliakim 
 -  Shebna, Hezekiah’s treasurer was deposed and superseded 
 -  Isaiah 22:19-24 

•  Full administrative ______________ 
 -  Eliakim carried a heavy key on a loop slung over his shoulder 
 -  Indicating his power to grant or deny others an audience with the king 
 -  He alone provided access to the presence of the king 

•  Messianic term 
 -  Isaiah 9:6,7; Luke 1:32-33; Matthew 28:18; Revelation 1:18 
 -  The “nail” is messianic. The cross is in verse 25 

Not “Just to Peter” 
•  “Keys to the Kingdom”? 

 -  To Peter (Matthew 16:19) 
 -  and to all Apostles (Matthew 18:18) 
 -  Door opened to Gentiles (Acts 10) 

•  Peter clarifies in his 1st Epistle 
 -  1 Peter 2:4-9 

“Keys of the Kingdom” 
Matthew 16:15 Then he (Jesus) asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, 
“You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this 
to you. You did not learn this from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you 
are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the 
powers of hell will not conquer it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever 
you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.” (NLT) 

•  Greek: (pevtra) petra 
 -  a rock, cliff or ledge; a large stone 

•  Greek: (Pevtroς) Petros 
 -  Peter, a stone 

The Foundation Stone? 
1 Peter 2:4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. 
He was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor. 5 And you 
are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are 
his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices 
that please God. 6 As the Scriptures say, “I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, 
chosen for great honor, and anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 
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7 Yes, you who trust him recognize the honor God has given him. But for those who 
reject him, “The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 
8 And, “He is the stone that makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate that 
was planned for them. 9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You 
are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show 
others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his 
wonderful light. (NLT) 

A Royal Priesthood? 
1 Peter 2:9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal 
priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others 
the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 
(NLT) 

•  Oxymoron 
•  ______________  ______________ 

 -  Priests and Royalty were separate offices 
•  3 People were both 

 -  Melchizedek - Gen 14, Psalm 110, Hebrews 5-7 
 -  Jesus Christ 
 -  The Church 

Matthew 18:18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden 
in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven. 19 I also 
tell you this: If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my 
Father in heaven will do it for you. 20 For where two or three gather together as my 
followers, I am there among them.” (NLT) 

Authority And Power 
•  We have the authority and power in Christ to ______________ the enemy 

 -  Forbid, shut the door on him, and loose his hold on us 
 -  Psalm 146:7-8 

•  We have the authority and power to permit or ______________ the door 
 -  to give the enemy entrance and allow him to bind us 
 -  Luke 10:19


