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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #25) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

Revelation 3:14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:… (NASB) 

Revelation 3:14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,… (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:14 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea… (NLT) 

LAODICEA: LOCAL APPLICATION 

Scriptural Background 
•  Colossians 2; Colossians 4:13-16 

 -  Church at Colossae was founded by Epaphras (Colossians 1:7; 4:12-14) 
 -  Very possible he also founded church at Laodicea 

•  Many scholars believe 1 Timothy was written by Paul from Laodicea 
 -  Colossians 2 contradiction? 

Colossians 2:1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf 
and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen 
my face… (NASB) 

Colossians 2:1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those 
in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, (NKJV) 

Colossians 2:1 I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for the 
church at Laodicea, and for many other believers who have never met me 
personally. 2 I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. 
I want them to have complete confidence that they understand God’s mysterious 
plan, which is Christ himself. 3 In him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. 4 I am telling you this so no one will deceive you with well-crafted 
arguments. 5 For though I am far away from you, my heart is with you. And I rejoice 
that you are living as you should and that your faith in Christ is strong. (NLT) 

Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, a member of your own fellowship and a servant of 
Christ Jesus, sends you his greetings. He always prays earnestly for you, asking God 
to make you strong and perfect, fully confident that you are following the whole will 
of God. 13 I can assure you that he prays hard for you and also for the believers in 
Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Luke, the beloved doctor, sends his greetings, and so 
does Demas. 15 Please give my greetings to our brothers and sisters at Laodicea, 
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and to Nympha and the church that meets in her house. 16 After you have read this 
letter, pass it on to the church at Laodicea so they can read it, too. And you should 
read the letter I wrote to them. 17 And say to Archippus, “Be sure to carry out the 
ministry the Lord gave you.” (NLT) 

Colossians 4:16 When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church 
of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from 
Laodicea. 17 Say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received 
in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” (NASB) 

• Paul’s letter to Laodicea 
 -  No _____________ text of a letter 
 -  Latin letter, which are considered to be forged 

•  Possible to be a circular letter? 
 -  Letter to an area, not a church 
 -  Ephesians? 
 -  Paul told others to read letters, but addresses churches specifically 

•  30 years earlier Paul had warned Archippus 
 -  Thought by some to have been the son of Philemon 
 -  To be more diligent in fulfilling his ministry 

•  Tradition holds that Archippus had become the bishop of Laodicea 
 -  It may have been his weakness which contributed to the spiritual condition  
 of the church 

Background / History 
•  Originally founded by the Ionians in 2000 B.C. 

 -  Relatively small town 
 -  Originally named “Diospolis" (City of Zeus) 

•  19th Century added to Hittite empire 
•  900 B.C. Captured by Phrygians 

 -  Soon after by Lydians 
 -  Renamed “Rhoas" 

•  250 B.C. taken by Syrians 
 -  Rebuilt by Antiochus II 
 -  Renamed after his wife “Laodice" 

•  190 B.C. became part of Kingdom of Pergamos 
 -  Ultimately passed into the hands of the Roman Empire 

•  According to Josephus, there was a large Jewish colony living there 
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Geography 
•  South of Philadelphia 

 -  not far from Colossae 
 -  Located on the banks of the river Lycus, a tributary of the Meander River 

•  It was the _____________ of Hierapolis 
 -  Hierapolis, which was renowned for its hot springs 
 -  Six miles away 
 -  The current Turkish government is attempting to harness this geothermal  
 power source 

•  Laodicea stood _____________ between: 
 -  The hot springs of Hierapolis 
 -  The cold mountain waters of Colossae 

•  It was fed by an aqueduct from Hieropolis 
 -  The water being lukewarm when it arrived 

•  Water flowed over the Chalk cliffs and waterfalls 
 -  Also is lukewarm 
 -  Tastes bad (sulfur) 

Architecture 
•  Highly successful commercial and financial center 

 -  Two theaters seating 8,000 and 12,000 
 -  Aqueducts, baths 
 -  Gymnasium 
 -  Public latrines 
 -  Remains still survive to testify of its former luxury 

•  A “sacred precinct” in the north 
 -  Temple to Athena 
 -  Temple to Zeus 
 -  Altars 

•  Monumental gates (triple gates) named Ephesus and Syria 
•  City _____________ House 

 -  which indicated a degree of independence from Rome 
•  Water distribution systems 

 -  Largest in Asia Minor 
 -  Complex system 
 -  Aqueduct piped in water about 8 kilometers away 
 -  Saturated with minerals from springs 
 -  Used a double pressurized pipeline 

•  Water was prized and valued 
 -  Roman engineers designed removable caps on the aqueduct pipes so they  
 could be cleared of mineral deposits 
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 -  Anyone who tried to divert any of it or use it for agriculture would be fined 
 -  Damaging a water pipe would be fined 5,000 denarius (a years wage) 

•  One of the Largest stadium (25,000 seats) 
 -  Gladiatorial contests 
 -  Arena executions 

•  _____________ wealthy 
 -  By 1st Century one of the richest in the area 

Economy 
•  It was a city of merchants, bankers, and gold refiners 
•  Junction of roads 

 -  Leading from Ephesus and Smyrna 
 -  Handling caravan trade  
 -  As far east as the Yellow River in Punjab by the China Sea 

•  Much wealth flowed through Laodicea 
•  Agricultural potential and the marble available in the area. 
•  Cicero (Rome) held court there and did his banking there 
•  Textile manufacturing was also a source of considerable revenue 
•  Laodicea was also known for the quality of _____________ wool 

 -  Produced from a particular strain of sheep bred in the Lycus valley 
 -  For the cloth and carpets manufactured from it 
 -  Raven colored, almost glossy 

•  A famous school of medicine was there 
•  Especially known for an ophthalmic ointment (___________  _____________) 

 -  A mixture of oil and the collyrium powder 
 -  Described by Aristotle as “Phyrgian powder” 

•  Earthquake destroyed Laodicea in 62 A.D. 
 -  It was rebuilt by its wealthy citizens 
 -  Without help from Rome [Tacitus, Annals 14:27.] 
 -  Wealthy and have no need for help (prideful) 

Later History 
•  It was never militarily defendable 

 -  So its strategic posture was one of ___________________ 
 -  Like Switzerland, don't choose side 

•  Domitian persecuted those who would not participate in the imperial cult 
 -  The worship of emperors and dynastic families 
 -  Began about 10 years prior to Revelation being written 
 -  Jews were exempt from participatingJews were exempt from participating 
 -  Christians were not 
 -  This persecution involved their ability to buy and sell 
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 -  A great deal of wealth depended upon trade, the Christian merchants were  
 in a quandary 

•  City was abandoned about 610 A.D. 
 -  Due to earthquake 

•  Ancient artwork from Laodicea depicting a rooster was carried on through the 
centuries and now is used as the symbol of nearby modern city Denizli 
•  It is now a deserted place 

 -  Called by the Turks “Eski-hissar" or "old castle." 

Church History 
•  Paul specifically instructed that Colossae and Laodicea exchange epistles 

 -  Rebuttal to the gnostic errors 
 -  Beginning to grow in the Lycus valley 

•  “Gnostic” “Gnosticism" 
 -  All matter is evil, spirit-realm is good 
 -  Unknowable God 
 -  Does not deal with sin, only ignorance 
 -  To achieve salvation, one needs knowledge (gnosis) 

•  During 1st Century, Flaccus confiscated about 20 lbs of gold 
 -  Over $360,000 today 
 -  Being sent annually to Jerusalem for the Temple 

LAODICEA: COOPERATE APPLICATION 

Revelation 3:14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: (NASB) 

Revelation 3:14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These 
things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of 
God: (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:14 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the 
message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the beginning 
of God’s new creation: (NLT) 

Letter to Laodicea 
•  Lao = people 
•  Diceans = rulers 
•  “Rule of/by the People” = the “_____________-satisfied” church 

 -  Nicolaitans = “Rule over the people” 
•  Who is supposed to rule? 
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Title of Christ 
•  Amen = So be it; it is so; truly 

 -  Jesus says, "truly I say to you” = "amen lego humin” [ajmhvnlevgwuJmi’n] 
 -  He shows awareness of his authority, his deity 

•  _____________ Amen = THE Truth, THE say so 
 -  Revelation 1:6,7, 18 
 -  Isaiah 65:16 
 -  John 14:6 
 -  1 Corinthians 1:18-22 

•  We typically use it as ending, but it is not limited to that role 
•  Faithful and True Witness 

 -  Revelation 1:5 
 -  Psalm 89:34-37 
 -  Isaiah 55:4 
 -  John 18:37 

•  Faithful 
 -  True to His word, promises, vows 
 -  Reliable, trusted, believable, accurate, loyal, constant 

•  True 
 -  Real, genuine, authentic 
 -  Verified, indisputable, exact 

•  Witness 
 -  Supplies evidence 
 -  Gives testimony 

•  The Beginning of God’s _____________ creation 
 -  Jesus is the second Adam, first Adam sinned 
 -  Old creation will be destroyed, Jesus is start of New creation 
 -  Christians receive "new" birth through Christ 

“Beginning of Creation of God” 
•  “Beginning” = beginning, first origin, first cause 

 -  Greek: αρχη (archi-) 
 -  Same word used in John 1:1 

Isaiah 41:4 Who has done such mighty deeds, summoning each new generation 
from the beginning of time? It is I, the Lord, the First and the Last. I alone am 
he.” (NLT) 

•  “Beginning” = ruling power, authority 
 -  Used of rank and honor 
 -  Beginning of authority, power 
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Colossians 1:15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been 
created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things 
hold together. (NASB) 

Commendation 
•  None 

Revelation 3:15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that 
you were cold or hot. 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I 
will spit you out of My mouth. (NASB) 

Revelation 3:15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish 
you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:15 “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I 
wish that you were one or the other! 16 But since you are like lukewarm water, 
neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! (NLT) 

Concerns 
•  “I Know thy works” 

 -  You cannot hide from God 
•  They were _________________ 

 -  Lukewarm water is an emetic (induce vomiting) 
 -  You make me sick 
 -  Indifference is not tolerable 

•  “Lukewarm water" (idiom) 
 -  Hot = passionate for God 
 -  Cold = disgust for God 
 -  Lukewarm = apathetic (little or lack of interest, concern or emotion) 

•  This is the only church for which our Lord expresses a form of disgust 

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will 
enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your 
name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your 
name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s 
laws.’ (NLT) 
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•  The danger is of ________________ principle 
 -  Religion enough to lull the conscience 
 -  Not enough to save the soul 
 -  Halting between two opinions 
 -  1 Kings 18:21; 2 Kings 17:41; Ezekiel 20:39; Matthew 6:24 

•  The hot (at Hierapolis) and cold waters near Laodicea illustrate the simile 
•  The certain barrier to truth is the presumption that one already has it 

 -  How many denominations manifest a true passion for the Gospel today? 

2 Timothy 3:5 They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make 
them godly. Stay away from people like that! (NLT) 

Revelation 3:17 Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked, (NASB) 

Revelation 3:17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need 
of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked— (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:17 You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ 
And you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked. (NLT) 

•  Self-reliant ________________ 
 -  “Name it and claim it” “Not enough faith” 
 -  Insensitivity to their spiritual need 
 -  God always warns the rich 

•  Contrast with Smyrna: poor, but rich 
 -  All these churches suffer from erroneous self-perceptions 

•  This is the ultimate rebuttal to affluent contentment 
 -  Spiritual complacency that usually results 

•  This church was worse off than any of the previous! 
 -  It is spiritually poverty-stricken 

Revelation 3:18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may 
become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the 
shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so 
that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be 
zealous and repent. (NASB) 
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Revelation 3:18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may 
be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may 
see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
(NKJ) 

Revelation 3:18 So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified 
by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be 
shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see. 
19 I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
indifference. (NLT) 

Exhortation 
•  Idioms (expression; usually to particular people) 

 -  Gold from me = not the gold you trade 
 -  White garments = not black wool 
 -  Eye Salve = not your medicine 

•  Be Zealous, Be diligent and repent 

The Remedies Proposed 
•  He speaks to the ______________________ in their own terms 
•  The Ultimate Refiner offers His “Gold” 

 -  Psalm 19:7-11; 12:6; 1 Corinthians 3:12 
•  Their nakedness is not incurable 

 -  The Bridegroom offers His covering 
 -  White raiment, vs. glossy (raven colored) black wool 

•  Their blindness is not incurable 
 -  The Great Physician offers His remedy 
 -  To really open their eyes—the Holy Spirit 

Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. 
(NASB) 

Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:20 “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. (NLT) 
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Call To Fellowship 
•  Jesus never appears after resurrection without eating 
•  A beautiful evangelistic call; however, consider the context 
•  Where is Jesus in relation to the church? 

 -  Jesus is outside, desperately calling “any man...” 
 -  It is an indictment of this fellowship 

•  Promise to the _______________ 
 -  Chapter 1, Jesus holds the churches, is among the churches 
 -  Here Jesus is outside the church 

•  In the romance of Ruth (Chapter 3) 
 -  Despite the kinsman- redeemer’s (Boaz) love for Ruth 
 -  It had to be her move 

Revelation 3:21 He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My 
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” (NASB) 

Revelation 3:21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I 
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 22 “He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ” (NKJ) 

Revelation 3:21 Those who are victorious will sit with me on my throne, just as I was 
victorious and sat with my Father on his throne. 22 “Anyone with ears to hear must 
listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.” (NLT) 

Promise to the Overcomer 
•  On whose throne? 

 -  Right hand (Hebrews 1:3) 
 -  Over Israel (Luke 22:30) 
 -  Angels (1 Corinthians 6:3) 
 -  Reign with Him (2 Timothy 2:12) 
 -  Throne Room of the Universe: Chapter 4 

•  “He that hath an ear…” 
•  7 times 

 -  In Revelation (Each Letter to churches) 
 -  In the Gospels (Matthew 11:15, 13:9,43; Mark 4:23; 7:16; Luke 8:8; 14:35) 

Sardis and Laodicea are the two with NO commendation 
They are also the two which most characteristically describe the church today 
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Who is “the Overcomer”? 

1 John 5:4 For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory 
through our faith. 5 And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God. (NLT) 

Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us: 
Ye call Me Master and obey Me not. 

Ye call Me Light and see Me not. 
Ye call Me Way and walk Me not. 

Ye call Me Life and choose Me not. 
Ye call Me Wise and follow Me not. 

Ye call Me Fair and love Me not.  

Ye call Me Rich and ask Me not. 
Ye call Me Eternal and seek Me not. 
Ye call Me Noble and serve Me not. 

Ye call Me Gracious and trust Me not. 
Ye call Me Might and honor Me not. 

Ye call Me Just and fear Me not.  
If I condemn you, blame Me not.  

— An inscription on a cathedral in Lubeck, Germany  
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