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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #26) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

LAODICEA: PROPHETIC APPLICATION 

Matthew 13 

Order Of Study 

Verse(s) Parable # Description

Matthew 13:3-9 1a Sower & 4 Soils

Matthew 13:10-17 Why Parables?

Matthew 13:18-23 1b Sower & 4 Soils Explained

Matthew 13:24-30 2a Tares & Wheat

Matthew 13:31-32 3 Mustard Seed

Matthew 13:33 4 Woman & Leaven

Matthew 13:34-35 Why Parables? (continued)

Matthew 13:36-43 2b Tares & Wheat Explained

Matthew 13:44 5 Treasure in the Field

Matthew 13:45-46 6 Pearl of Great Price

Matthew 13:46-50 7 Dragnet / Fishing Net

Verse(s) Parable # Description

Matthew 13:10-17, 34-35 Why Parables? (Part 1 & 2)

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 1 Sower & 4 Soils (Parable & Explanation)

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 2 Tares & Wheat (Parable & Explanation)

Matthew 13:31-32 3 Mustard Seed

Matthew 13:33 4 Woman & Leaven

Matthew 13:44 5 Treasure in the Field

Matthew 13:45-46 6 Pearl of Great Price

Matthew 13:46-50 7 Dragnet / Fishing Net
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Matthew 13:10 His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when 
you talk to the people?” 11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the 
secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. 12 To those who listen to my 
teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance of 
knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding they 
have will be taken away from them.” (NLT) 

Matthew 13:13 That is why I use these parables, For they look, but they don’t really 
see. They hear, but they don’t really listen or understand. 14 This fulfills the 
prophecy of Isaiah that says, ‘When you hear what I say, you will not understand. 
When you see what I do, you will not comprehend. 15 For the hearts of these 
people are hardened, and their ears cannot hear, and they have closed their eyes—
so their eyes cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot 
understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me heal them.’ [Isaiah 6:9-10] 16 But 
blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 I tell 
you the truth, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but 
they didn’t see it. And they longed to hear what you hear, but they didn’t hear it. 
(NLT) 

Matthew 13:34 Jesus always used stories and illustrations like these when 
speaking to the crowds. In fact, he never spoke to them without using such parables. 
35 This fulfilled what God had spoken through the prophet: “I will speak to you in 
parables. I will explain things hidden since the creation of the world. [Psalm 
78:2]” (NLT) 

Matthew 13:34 All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and He did 
not speak to them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken through 
the prophet: “I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden since the 
foundation of the world.” (NLT) 

Why Parables? 
•  Parable is given in public 
•  ________________ is given in private 
•  The parables are given to those who are spiritually enlightened 

 -  So you can know the mysteries of the kingdom 
 -  Not for those in the darkness 
 -  What is He talking about? Spiritual insight 

•  Little truth is given; What you do with that truth will either: 
 - ________________: Allow you to be given more truth 
 - ________________: Cause what you have to be taken away 
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Hidden Secret? 
•  Jesus only spoke to the multitudes using parables 

 -  Starting after Chapter 12 
 -  His power to perform miracles is said to come from Beelzeboul (Beelzebub) 

•  These parables contain truths 
 -  That are ________________ hidden from the Old Testament 
 -  Because they are; “Kept hidden from the foundation of the world” 

•  The things that the Lord is talking about in Matthew 13 
 -  Are first time occasions 
 -  Are not found overtly in other Old Testament books 

Ephesians 3:4 As you read what I have written, you will understand my insight into 
this plan regarding Christ. 5 God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now 
by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy apostles and prophets. 6 And this is God’s 
plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in the 
riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy 
the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. (NLT) 

Ephesians 3:4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was not made known to the 
sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit; 6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the 
body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 
(NASB) 

•  The secret is not that Gentiles will be ________________ 

Isaiah 49:6 He says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise 
up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make 
You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.” (NASB) 

Isaiah 49:6 Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant 
To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also 
give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of 
the earth.’ ” (NKJ) 

Isaiah 49:6 He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. I will 
make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the 
earth.” (NLT) 
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•  ________ ____________ is the secret 
 -  Not just that Gentiles will be converted 
 -  That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs 
 -  Of the same body 
 -  Partakers of His promise in Christ Jesus by the gospel 

•  From this mystery we get the insight… 
 -  That these seven parables have the specific focus in the Church 
 -  The church is not just a group of believers, it is so much more 

Parable #1 
Matthew 13:3 He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. 4 As he scattered them across his 
field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5 Other 
seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because 
the soil was shallow. 6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they 
didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up 
and choked out the tender plants. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 
produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had 
been planted! 9 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” (NLT) 

The Four Soils 
•  Soil #1 

 -  Fell on footpath 
 -  Eaten by birds 

•  Soil #2 
 -  Shallow with underlying rock 
 -  Quick to sprout, died quick, lack of roots 

•  Soil #3 
 -  Among thorns 
 -  Choked out by thorns 

•  Soil #4 
 -  Fertile ground 
 -  Produced multiplied crop (30x, 60x, 100x) 

Matthew 13:18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer 
planting seeds: 19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the 
message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and 
snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. 20 The seed on the rocky 
soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 
21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon 
as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22 The seed that 
fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the 
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message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit 
is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and 
understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 
times as much as had been planted!” (NLT) 

Four Soils: Explained 
•  God is the Sower and the seed is His Word 
•  Who are the birds 

 -  The evil one takes away the seed (vs 19) 
 -  Birds are bad in parables 

•  Principle of Expositional Constancy (consistent idioms) 
 -  Field = ________________ 
 -  Rock = ________________ 
 -  Leaven = ________________ 
 -  Lamb = ________________ 
 -  Scarlet Thread = ___________ ______ ___________ 
 -  Word = ________________ 
 -  Bread = ________________ 
 -  Birds = ___________ _________ 
 -  Sheep = ________________ 
 -  Shepherd = ________________ 

•  In stony places, there is a little soil but not enough to take root 
 -  A little pressure, a little persecution 
 -  They are on to the next fad; there have no roots 

•  They mean well but they get swept up in the cares of this world 
•  The world makes it’s demands on you 

 -  the thorns choke out any spiritual fruit 
•  “Good ground” - refers to the condition of the heart 
•  Three of the four soils produce no lasting fruit 

Parable #2 
Matthew 13:24 Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
farmer who planted good seed in his field. 25 But that night as the workers slept, his 
enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat, then slipped away. 26 When the 
crop began to grow and produce grain, the weeds also grew. 27 “The farmer’s 
workers went to him and said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that good seed is full 
of weeds! Where did they come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer 
exclaimed. “‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked. 29 “‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll 
uproot the wheat if you do. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. Then I will 
tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds, tie them into bundles, and burn them, and 
to put the wheat in the barn.’” (NLT) 
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Tares & Wheat 
•  The sower is not necessarily asleep 

 -  The Lord never sleeps 
 -  Careful not to overwork an allegory (parable) 

•  “Tares”: Zizania 
 -  A seed in Israel that looks just like wheat while it is growing 
 -  But then while it matures it turns black (it shows its true color) 
 -  If it gets mixed up in the wheat and you bake bread with it, it is poisonous 
 -  It must be ________________ out 

Matthew 13:36 Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went into the house. His 
disciples said, “Please explain to us the story of the weeds in the field.” 37 Jesus 
replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants the good seed. 38 The field is the 
world, and the good seed represents the people of the Kingdom. The weeds are the 
people who belong to the evil one. 39 The enemy who planted the weeds among 
the wheat is the devil. The harvest is the end of the world, and the harvesters are the 
angels. 40 “Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the fire, so it will be at 
the end of the world. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will remove 
from his Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 And the angels 
will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom. 
Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand! (NLT) 

Tares & Wheat: Explained 
•  Similarities to first parable 

 -  Son of Man (Jesus) is farmer 
 -  Sows seed 
 -  Field is the world 
 -  Good seed is believer / people of the Kingdom 

•  Enemy is planting poisonous weeds 
•  Reapers are the angels 
•  There will be a separation (at the end of this world) 

 -  A burning of the tares (________________) 
 -  The wheat into His barn (________________) 

•  “...end of the age” 
 -  Found six times Matthew 13:39, 40, 47; 24:3; 28:20; Hebrews 9:26 
 -  Age of Man 
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Parable #3 
Matthew 13:31 Here is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of Heaven is 
like a mustard seed planted in a field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but it 
becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and 
make nests in its branches.” (NLT) 

< Pictures Mustard Bush / Tree > 

Mustard Seed 
•  Is it a plant or a tree? 

 -  Plant: Mustard seeds grow into bushes between 3 to 6 feet tall 
 -  Tree: In certain conditions it can grow into a tree between 20-30 feet tall 

•  About the plant 
 -  Used to make mustard and canola oil 
 -  Somewhat invasive, can over-run other plants 
 -  Creates a “thicket-like” environment (messy growth structure) 

•  About the tree 
 -  Drooping or weeping branch structure 
 -  Roots can cause damage as they seek moisture 
 -  Very hearty but can get infected 
 -  Also called “toothbrush tree” because the tender young sticks cut from the  
 tree have been used as antibacterial teeth cleaners for hundreds of years 
 -  Strip off a young stick's bark and chew on the stick's inner fibers 
 -  Those fibers provide the peelu often found in alternative toothpastes 

•  This tree apparently grows to become a ________________ 
 -  Something larger than it is supposed to 
 -  Have you ever seen a bird lodge in a small bush 
 -  It becomes a structure so large and spacious that birds come and lodge in  
 the branches 
 -  Birds represent the evil one 

•  Some allusions? 
 -  Kingdom of Heaven can spread quickly and overrun false doctrine 
 -  Kingdom of Heaven is made up of messy, imperfect people 
 -  Church out of control can be monstrosity 
 -  The evil one can take up residence in the church 
 -  The church can become infected 
 -  The church can clean mouths (lives) 
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Parable #4 
Matthew 13:33 Jesus also used this illustration: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like the 
yeast a woman used in making bread. Even though she put only a little yeast in three 
measures of flour, it permeated every part of the dough.” (NLT) 

Woman & Leaven 
•  Leaven in Jewish terms is a symbol of ________________ 

 -  Passover ceremony to get the leaven out of the house 
 -  Leaven is sin because it corrupts by puffing up 

•  What is the root of all sin? 
 -  Pride 
 -  Whose pride? 
 -  Satan’s (Isaiah 14:12-21) 

•  Leaven is used as a type of sin 
 -  Throughout the Old Testament 
 -  Throughout the New Testament 
 -  Jesus and Paul both say twice “...a little leaven leaventh the whole lump.” 

•  “Three measures of meal” 
 -  To an Arab or a Jew, historically this suggests the Oaks at Mamre 
 -  Genesis 18:1-10 (Promise to Abraham) 
 -  From that time on, three measures of meal are the fellowship offering 

•  It is wrong to hide leaven in the measures of meal 
 -  Sin ruins the fellowship! 
 -  The Church will not be perfect, it will be impure 
 -  Leaven (sin) will be introduced and it will grow and contaminate 
 -  Sin must be removed, Christ desires a spotless bride 

Parable #5 
Matthew 13:44 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered 
hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to 
get enough money to buy the field.” (NLT) 

Treasure in the Field 
•  This is not saying to sell all and buy Jesus Christ 

 -  Jesus is free gift 
 -  The field is the ________________ 
 -  Within the world a treasure is hidden 
 -  Treasure is so precious that it is worth everything He owns 

•  Caution 
 -  To feel that you can add one thing to that which He has done 100% is   
 ________________ 
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 -  To assume that you can add to that which God has called complete is   
 ________________ 

•  We are described as His peculiar treasure 
 -  Exodus 19:5 
 -  Psalm 135 

•  The One that gave up all that He had for the sake of the treasure is Jesus Christ 
 -  He wanted the treasure 
 -  He didn’t buy just one little parcel, He bought the whole field (John 3:16) 
 -  He died on the cross for all sinners 

•  Who did the buying? ________________ 
•  What did it cost Him? _______ ___________/___________ 
•  He purchased what? _______ _______________ 
•  Who is the treasure hid in the field? _______ _________ 

Parable #6 
Matthew 13:45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout 
for choice pearls. 46 When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything 
he owned and bought it! (NLT) 

Pearl of Great Price 
•  Sounds similar to previous parable, but it is ___________ 
•  Oysters are not ________________ 

 -  Jew can only eat seafood with scales 
•  This means that pearls were not prized by the Jewish community 
•  They might trade in them because they would sell them to the Gentiles 
•  Pearls are distinctly a Gentile ornament, not a Jewish ornament 

 -  Pearls are distinctly a Gentile ornament 
•  Of all jewels, pearls are the only one 

 -  That is made by a living organism as a response to irritation that has been  
 introduced 
 -  It is then removed from its place of growth to become an item of   
 adornment 

•  Church is a living organism that grows in response to the irritation (of sin) that 
was introduced into the world, and that will be removed from the world and 
adorned by the King. 

Parable #7 
Matthew 13:47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown 
into the water and caught fish of every kind. 48 When the net was full, they dragged 
it up onto the shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish into crates, but threw the 
bad ones away.” 49 ”That is the way it will be at the end of the world. The angels will 



The End: Study Of Revelation

Chapter 3

come and separate the wicked people from the righteous, 50 throwing the wicked 
into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (NLT) 

Drag Net 
•  Idioms 

 -  Kingdom of Heaven is the net 
 -  Water is the world 
 -  Fish (every kind) are people 
 -  Good fish are believers 
 -  Bad fish are unbelievers 

•  Separation of the good and the bad 
 -  The ________________ 

Matthew 13:51 "Do you understand all these things?” “Yes,” they said, “we do.” 
52 Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who becomes a disciple in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a homeowner who brings from his storeroom new gems 
of truth as well as old.” (NLT) 

2 Timothy 2:15 Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his 
approval. Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly explains the word of truth. (NLT) 

Student Diligence 
•  Teacher who becomes a disciple 

 -  Brings knowledge of the Old Testament 
 -  Brings knowledge of the New Testament 

•  Jesus did not come to abolish the law (OT), but to FULFILL it 

But what does this have to do with Revelation? 

Who wrote (penned) Revelation? 

Who was actually speaking in Revelation 2 & 3? 

Who was speaking in Matthew 13? 

Who was Jesus addressing in Revelation 2 & 3? 

Who was Jesus explaining parables to in Matthew 13? 

What phrase did Jesus say in both Matthew and Revelation? 
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Paul’s Epistles 
•  Romans 
•  1&2 Corinthians 
•  Galatians 
•  Ephesians 
•  Philippians 
•  Colossians 
•  1&2 Thessalonians 
•  1&2 Timothy 
•  Titus 
•  Philemon 

The “Real” Author is the Holy Spirit. 
The fingerprint of God is on ALL of Scripture.

Letters To ________________

Churches Revelation 2 & 3

Ephesus Loss of first love; choked out, consumed

Smyrna Persecution, endure til the end

Pergamos Church married to world; Compromise

Thyatira Pagan practices in church; Corruption, Jezebel

Sardis Be watchful, diligent; Unknown origin

Philadelphia Missionary church; Protected from testing

Laodicea Separation of the good and bad; Judgement

Paul’s Epistles Theme

Ephesians How to live out the life of faith

Philippians Joy through suffering

Corinthians Marriage to the world

Galatians Religious externalism

Romans Definitive orthodoxy; Doctrine

Thessalonians The raptured Church

Colossians False teachers, trade letters, Unique Greek phrases


