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Simplifying Your Spiritual Life 
Mastering The Basics 

Basic #1: ___________ 

Is Anybody Listening? 

Luke 18:9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great 
confidence in their own righteousness and scorned everyone 
else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a 
Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. 11 The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, 
God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, 
adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice 
a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 13 “But the tax 
collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to 
heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, 
‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 14 I tell you, this 
sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” (NLT) 

Jesus’ _____________ 
Luke 18:9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great 
confidence in their own righteousness and scorned everyone 
else: 

___________ Tale 

10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, 
and the other was a despised tax collector. 

Tale of ___________  ___________ 

 Pharisee 
   
 Tax Collector 

11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank 
you, God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, 
adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice 
a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 

___________ Tale 

 Attitude - Comparison 

 Achievements 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even 
lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in 
sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 

___________ Tale 

 Attitude - Unworthiness 

 Achievements 



14 I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified 
before God. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” (NLT) 

___________ of the Tale 

The question is not is ___________ 
listening to ___________, 

The question is are ___________ 
listening to ___________. 

Jesus’ _____________ 

Matthew 6:5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 
and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly 
I say to you, they have their reward in full. 

Be ___________ 

6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father 
who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 

Be ___________ 

7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition 
as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for 
their many words. 

Be ___________ 

8 So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask Him.(NLT) 

Be ______________ 

Praying takes ___________ 

Jesus’ _____________ 
Matthew 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: 

Matthew 6:9 ‘Our Father who is in heaven… 

Embrace Your ___________ With God 

Matthew 6:9 …Hallowed be Your name. 

Express Your ___________ For God 



Matthew 6:10  ‘Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth 
as it is in heaven. 

___________ Your Will With God’s 

Matthew 6:11  ‘Give us this day our daily bread. 

Present Your ___________ To God 

Matthew 6:12  ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. 

___________ Of Known Sin 

1 John 1:9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 
(NLT) 

Colossians 3:13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and 
forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave 
you, so you must forgive others. (NLT) 

Matthew 6:14 For if you forgive others for their transgressions, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 
forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your 
transgressions. (NASB) 

Matthew 6:13  ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 

Plan To ___________ Evil 

Matthew 6:13 [For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen.’] 

Seek For God To ___________ Glory 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 Never stop praying. (NLT) 

If you do not master the rules, 
You ___________ yourself 

and your team. 

Pray Matthew 6:9-13 prayer this week: 

Heavenly Father who loves me, cares for me and wants the best 
for me. You reign in heaven and on the earth. I respect, honor 
and seek your will. May I never do anything to belittle your 
awesomeness and holiness. 
  
I want my priorities to be your priorities. I want your will to be my 
will. I will obey your commands. I will seek to give you glory. 

Provide for my family. Provide for your children. I forgive those I 
have wronged. I forgive those I am angry with. Please forgive me 
for my sins and failures. 

When temptation comes, provide a way of escape. Help me to 
learn to run from evil. You deserve all the glory, all the praise, all 
the honor. Your Kingdom reigns forever. Amen.


