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Simplifying Your Spiritual Life 
Mastering The Basics 

Basic #4: ___________ 

The ___________  _________ 

Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted there by the devil. 2 For forty days and forty 
nights he fasted and became very hungry. 3 During that time the 
devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But Jesus told him, “No! The 
Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’ [Deuteronomy 8:3]” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the 
highest point of the Temple, 6 and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to 
protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you 
won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’ [Psalm 91:11-12]” 7 Jesus 
responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord 
your God.’ [Deuteronomy 6:16]” 8 Next the devil took him to the 
peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their glory. 9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if 
you will kneel down and worship me.” 10 “Get out of here, Satan,” 
Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the 
Lord your God and serve only him.’ [Deuteronomy 6:13]” 11 Then 
the devil went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus. 
(NLT) 

Ingredient #1: 

___________ 

2 Timothy 3:15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from 
childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the 
salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture 
is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to 
make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we 
are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to 
prepare and equip his people to do every good work. (NLT) 

God’s Word, the Bible, Scripture was given to: 
• ___________ 
• ___________ 
• ___________ 

It is a ___________ source 

Ingredient #2: 

___________ 

2 Timothy 2:15 Work hard so you can present yourself to God 
and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of 
truth. (NLT) 

How should I ___________? 
•  Read carefully 

 -  Seek to understand (not just complete) 
•  Ask the right questions 

 -  What is the context? 
 (Time, culture, author, audience, geography, type of writing) 
 -  What is the point? 
 (What was the author saying to the audience, and why?) 
 -  What is the content? 
 (Meaning of words, terms or phrases, grammatical relationship) 

Make a ___________ 



Ingredient #3: 

___________ 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is 
sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between 
soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our 
innermost thoughts and desires. (NLT) 

Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all 
who come to him for protection. 
6  Do not add to his words, or he may rebuke you and expose 
you as a liar. (NLT) 

Do not ___________  ___________. 

____ ____ what you ____ ____ 
____ ____ ____ what you ____ ____ 

Ingredient #4: 

___________ 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, 
with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness 
in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to 
God the Father. (NASB) 

How should I ___________? 
•  Context  (surrounding verses, paragraph, chapter, book) 
•  Content  (terms, phrases or words that might be confusing) 
•  Translation  (look at other versions) 
•  Bible Dictionary  (historical information on the writer, book, 
people, country) 
•  Commentaries  (thoughts on scholars on this passage) 
•  Devotional reading - (Use translation that you feel 
comfortable with. So you can memorize.) 
•  Studying Scripture - (Use several translations. So you can 
understand the writers intent.) 

___________ if you have the 
___________  ___________ 



Ingredient #5: 

___________ 

James 1:19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You 
must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. 
20 Human anger does not produce the righteousness God 
desires. 21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and 
humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it 
has the power to save your souls. 22 But don’t just listen to God’s 
word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling 
yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is 
like glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk 
away, and forget what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully 
into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says 
and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for 
doing it. (NLT) 
Don’t just ___________. ___________. 

___________  ___________ 

Ingredient #6: 

___________ 

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light 
for my path. (NLT) 

Light always ___________  ___________.  

___________ with the 
___________ in ___________ 

Ingredient #7: 

___________ 

Mark 13:31 “Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will 
never disappear.” (NLT) 

Trust the ___________. 

Galatians 6:9 So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just 
the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give 
up. (NLT) 

It’s all in 
___________  ___________ 

Matthew 7:24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and 
yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 
26 Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on 
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 
27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its 
fall.” (NASB) 


