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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #35) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

Biblical Prophecy 

Understanding _________________ 
• If you are living before the time of the fulfillment of the prophecy, you cannot 

figure out how the prophecy will be fulfilled. 
- If you can figure it out, it’s not prophecy 

• If you are in the middle of the fulfillment of the prophecy, you probably won’t 
see it either. 

- It’s only after the fulfillment that anyone is able to say, “Oh. That was it.” 
• In fact, the farther down the road you are, the clearer is the picture. 
• The point of prophecy is NOT to figure out exactly what will happen, but to 

ascertain WHY God is telling you. 
- If you are enemy of God, prophecy only comes to you for one reason you’re 

in trouble. The word is Woe. 
- However, if you are part of the Body of Christ, there is a three-fold reason 

for prophecy to you. 
- At best we only know the general nature of what will happen. 
- If you get beyond the most general of pictures, and try to extract details 

from the text, you’re going to be wrong. 
- You can pretty much guarantee when everything is fulfilled we all will say, “I 

never saw that coming!” 

How to _________________ Prophecy 

Interpret _________________ 
• The Bible must be interpreted literally when possible. 

- There is always a literal meaning in the end. Even when there are figures of 
speech or symbolism involved, there is one definite, unchanging meaning 
intended. 

- The alternative is to treat Scripture allegorically, which leaves everyone at 
the whim of the interpreter. If the plain truths of Scripture are not really 
plain, and everything is a "mystery", then only those with special insight 
could explain what is said. This is sometimes mistakenly called the "spiritual 
application" of the Word, as if the "spiritual" meaning and the "literal" 
meaning were opposites. This is not true. Literal is the opposite of 
figurative. Spiritual is the opposite of either "material" or "carnal". 
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- For those in power, to interpret Scripture figuaratively means that the only 
right interpretation is the interpretation that agrees with the established 
doctrine of the "church". In other words, the doctrine decides what the 
Bible says, instead of the other way around. 

- The reason a non-literal interpretation is adopted is, almost without 
exception, because we don't like the literal interpretation. Usually there is 
an agenda. We want to prove our point, rather than letting Scripture make 
the point. 

- How has all fulfilled prophecy been fulfilled? Literally. Every prophecy that 
has been fulfilled has been fulfilled in a literal sense. 

Interpret _________________ 
• Scripture agrees with itself. Prophecy must agree as well. 

- Interpret with this harmony in view. 
- This doesn't mean that private individuals aren't allowed to interpret. 
- It does mean that no prophecy is to be interpreted solely with reference to 

itself, but must take into account the entire prophetic scheme of Scripture. 

2 Peter 1:20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came 
from the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, those 
prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God. (NLT) 

2 Peter 1:20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation (origin), 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men 
of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (NKJV) 

2 Peter 1:20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture becomes 
(comes from) a matter of someone’s (the prophet’s) own interpretation, 21 for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God. (NASB) 

Interpret with the prophet’s _________________ in mind 
• The prophet may: See future things as past. 

- Isa 53 of which verse 3 is a sample. He was despised and rejected a man of 
sorrows, acquainted with bitterest grief. We turned our backs on him and 
looked the other way when he went by. He was despised, and we did not 
care. 

Isaiah 53:3 He was despised and abandoned by men, A man of great pain (pains) 
and familiar with sickness; And like one from whom people hide their faces, He was 
despised, and we had no regard for Him. (NASB) 
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Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected (forsaken) by men, A Man of sorrows 
(pains) and acquainted with grief (sickness). And we hid, as it were, our faces from 
Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. (NKJV) 

Isaiah 53:3 He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with 
deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was 
despised, and we did not care. (NLT) 

• The prophet may: See future things as present. 
- Isa 9:6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us… 

Isaiah 9:6 For a Child will be born to us, a Son will be given to us; And the 
government will rest (be) on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. (NASB) 

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government 
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (NKJV) 

Isaiah 9:6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on 
his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. (NLT) 

• The prophet may: See widely separated events as side-by-side 
- So there may be a double reference, where one part is now and one part is 

later. 
- When no definite times are given to the prophet, they describe events in 

space, not time, much like you would describe the stars, grouped and 
contiguous, rather than in chronological order. 

- So, there might be a single prophecy that is both fulfilled and unfulfilled. 

Interpret ____________________ 
• The Lord Jesus Christ is at the center of all prophecy. 

1 Peter 1:10 This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to know more 
about when they prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for you. 
11 They wondered what time or situation the Spirit of Christ within them was talking 
about when he told them in advance about Christ’s suffering and his great glory 
afterward. (NLT) 
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Revelation 19:10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “No, don’t 
worship me. I am a servant of God, just like you and your brothers and sisters who 
testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of prophecy is to 
give a clear witness for Jesus.” (NLT) 

Interpret ___________________ 
• Prophecy happens within the context of history, within the sphere of time and 

place. 
- The historical background will include the full meaning and significance of 

all proper names, events, geographical references, references to culture or 
customs, and references to plants and animals. 

Interpret ___________________ 
• Words mean certain things. 

- Don't try to turn language on its head. 

Interpret ___________________ 
• Be consistent with the principles of interpretation. 

- Don't change the rules or try to make an interpretation fit. 
- What this all means is this: before we go forward, we need to go 

back...back to the beginning. 
- There is a good reason that Revelation is the last book of the Bible. As 

we've said before, a lot of themes and prophecies of Scripture come to 
their end in Revelation. 

- We need to understand the whole panorama of the prophetic picture 
before we try to understand what's going on in Revelation. 

- The best place to start is with the Covenants, for there are some questions 
that need to be answered, especially as we look at the first six seals in 
Revelation chapter 6, and then the 144,000 of chapter 7. What about Israel? 
What about the covenants? Did the Church replace Israel in God's plan? 
Does the Church fulfill the same place? 

What Biblical Prophecy is ______________ 
• The prophets of the Old Testament were brought forward by the God of Israel 

to speak to His people warning them of their departure from His Law and His 
ways. 

- Israel was to set the example for the rest of the world of what a Holy People 
would look like to outsiders. 

- When there was significant deviation from God's intentions for Israel He 
spoke to His people through the prophets. 

• The prophets warned of impending consequences for persistent failures on 
the part of the king, the priests and the people. 
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- They also spoke of the certainty of Israel's long term future. 
- The coming Messiah and of Messiah's eventual reign 
‣ Over Israel 
‣ The world 
‣ From the throne of David in Jerusalem 

• The New Testament prophets rarely (but occasionally) also deliver warnings to 
specific individuals of near-term events about to happen. 

Acts 11:27 During this time some prophets traveled from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28 One of them named Agabus stood up in one of the meetings and predicted by 
the Spirit that a great famine was coming upon the entire Roman world. (This was 
fulfilled during the reign of Claudius.) 29 So the believers in Antioch decided to 
send relief to the brothers and sisters in Judea, everyone giving as much as they 
could. 30 This they did, entrusting their gifts to Barnabas and Saul to take to the 
elders of the church in Jerusalem. (NLT) 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22 Moses continued, “The Lord your God will raise up for you 
a prophet like me from among your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For 
this is what you yourselves requested of the Lord your God when you were 
assembled at Mount Sinai. You said, ‘Don’t let us hear the voice of the Lord our God 
anymore or see this blazing fire, for we will die.’ 17 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘What 
they have said is right. 18 I will raise up a prophet like you from among their fellow 
Israelites. I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell the people everything I 
command him. 19 I will personally deal with anyone who will not listen to the 
messages the prophet proclaims on my behalf. 20 But any prophet who falsely 
claims to speak in my name or who speaks in the name of another god must die.’ 
21 “But you may wonder, ‘How will we know whether or not a prophecy is from the 
Lord?’ 22 If the prophet speaks in the Lord’s name but his prediction does not 
happen or come true, you will know that the Lord did not give that message. That 
prophet has spoken without my authority and need not be feared. (NLT) 

1 Corinthians 14:3 But one who prophesies strengthens others, encourages them, 
and comforts them. (NLT) 

1 Corinthians 12:28 Here are some of the parts God has appointed for the church: 
first are apostles, second are prophets, third are teachers, then those who do 
miracles, those who have the gift of healing, those who can help others, those who 
have the gift of leadership, those who speak in unknown languages. (NLT) 
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prophets: προφήτης / Greek; prophétés (prof-ay'-tace) - a person gifted at 
expositing divine truth; one who speaks forth by the inspiration of God; declares the 
mind (message) of God, which sometimes predicts the future (foretelling) – and 
more commonly, speaks forth God’s message for a particular situation; someone 
inspired by God to foretell or tell-forth (forthtell) the Word of God. 

Edification: οἰκοδομή / Greek; oikodomé (oy-kod-om-ay’) - the act of building; 
building up; spiritual advancement; spiritual growth 

What Biblical Prophecy _____________ 
• A prophet is essentially a person who speaks for God, who unfolds the mind of 

God. 
• May contain Biblical symbolism (idioms). 
• May give a time sequence. 
• Prophets aren’t Fortunetellers or Meteorologists 

- Incorrect thought: Prophets tell us now about what things will be like then, 
some time in the future. 

• Prophecies are, by their nature, conditional. 
- it all depends on how the audience responds to the message of the 

prophet. 
- Predictive prophecies explain what is a possible outcome, not what has 

already been decided. 
- Israelites in the desert; Nehemiah; Jonah; Jeremiah 

Jonah 3:1 Then the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time: 2 “Get up and go to the 
great city of Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given you.” 
3 This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so large 
that it took three days to see it all. 4 On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted 
to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” 5 The people of 
Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, they declared 
a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 10 When God saw what they had 
done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed his mind and did 
not carry out the destruction he had threatened. (NLT) 

Jeremiah 18:5 Then the Lord gave me this message: 6 “O Israel, can I not do to you 
as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in 
my hand. 7 If I announce that a certain nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn 
down, and destroyed, 8 but then that nation renounces its evil ways, I will not 
destroy it as I had planned. 9 And if I announce that I will plant and build up a 
certain nation or kingdom, 10 but then that nation turns to evil and refuses to obey 
me, I will not bless it as I said I would. (NLT) 
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• Prophecy does not simply seek to predict the future, but to change the 
present. 

- The potential of future disaster is meant to: 
‣ Change current behavior 
‣ Motivate people to repent 
‣ Turn people back to God 
‣ Live in a way that will persuade God to hold back judgment 

- When blessing is promised prophecy aims to: 
‣ Encourage people to persevere in following God’s commands 
‣ Do so with all the more conviction 
‣ Remind them that backsliding into rebellion might convince God not to 

bestow the good things offered to them at all. 
• Prophets want to activate certain behaviors in their audiences, not 

prognosticate future events. 
• New Testament prophets expose sin and wrong motives 
• A true prophet carries God’s heart. (Jeremiah was broken in tears) 

2 Peter:3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the 
heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will 
disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve 
judgment (will be burned up, found destroyed). 11 Since everything around us is 
going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should live, 12 
looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set the 
heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But we are 
looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled 
with God’s righteousness. 14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these 
things to happen, make every effort to be found living peaceful lives that are pure 
and blameless in his sight. (NLT) 

Acts 13:9 Saul, also known as Paul, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he looked the 
sorcerer in the eye. 10 Then he said, “You son of the devil, full of every sort of deceit 
and fraud, and enemy of all that is good! Will you never stop perverting the true 
ways of the Lord? 11 Watch now, for the Lord has laid his hand of punishment upon 
you, and you will be struck blind. You will not see the sunlight for some time.” 
Instantly mist and darkness came over the man’s eyes, and he began groping 
around begging for someone to take his hand and lead him. (NLT) 
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Acts 8:20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking 
God’s gift can be bought! 21 You can have no part in this, for your heart is not right 
with God. 22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will 
forgive your evil thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of bitter jealousy and are 
held captive by sin.” (NLT) 

1 Corinthians 14:24 But if all of you are prophesying, and unbelievers or people 
who don’t understand these things come into your meeting, they will be convicted 
of sin and judged by what you say. 25 As they listen, their secret thoughts will be 
exposed, and they will fall to their knees and worship God, declaring, “God is truly 
here among you.” (NLT) 

What is a _________________? 
• One who reveals the nature and attributes of God to the people 

- Deut 5:4-10; Lev 19:1-4) 
• One who makes known to the people the laws of God. 

- Ex. 10:1-17 
• One who calls the people back to obedience to God’s laws. 

- 2 Chron 24:19 
• One who exhorts the people to sincerity in worship. 

- Jer. 7:1-11 
• One who warns of Divine judgment upon sin, both personal and national. 

- Jer. 36:30-31 
• To foretell the coming of the Messiah, the Savior. 

- Isa. 9:6 
• To record the history of God’s dealings with people. 

- Deut. 31:9-13 
• To record the Word of God in the Holy Scriptures. 

- Ex. 17:14; Deut. 31:22-26; Jer. 36:1-2, 27-28; 
• To foretell future events which God had willed. 

- Jer. 30:1-3


