
Endgame: Study Of Revelation

Chapter 6

ENDGAME 
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Review: 
• God has eternal purposes regarding His people, Israel. 
• The church is part of the promise through the seed, Jesus Christ. 
• The church is not Israel. 

- We do not take the place of Israel. 
- Certain promised blessings are not ours. 
- However, certain promised judgments are not ours, either. 

• We have to remember to view the unfolding events through the perspective of 
history and God's established covenants. 

• God doesn't have just one plan, He has several. 
- He has a plan for all mankind. 
- He has a plan for Israel. 
- He has a plan for the Church.. 

• Some of our difficulty in interpretation is taking things meant for one group 
and applying them to the other group. 

• Recognize the total integration and detail of the scriptures (all 66 books). 
• Rapture of the saints has already taken place. 

- __________-Tribulation /__________-Tribulation /__________-Tribulation 

Revelation 6:1 Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard 
one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, “Come!” 2 I 
looked, and behold, a white horse, and the one who sat on it had a bow; and a 
crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. (NASB) 

Revelation 6:1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one 
of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I 
looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was 
given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. (NKJ) 

Revelation 6:1 As I watched, the Lamb broke the first of the seven seals on the 
scroll. Then I heard one of the four living beings say with a voice like thunder, 
“Come!” 2 I looked up and saw a white horse standing there. Its rider carried a bow, 
and a crown was placed on his head. He rode out to win many battles and gain the 
victory. (NLT) 
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The ___________________ of the Sealed Scroll 
• Did John see it or was it a vision? 
• Who told John to “Come?” 
• Voice was like? 
• Come and See 

- When the subject concerns heaven, the elders speak. 
- When it concerns the earth, the living creatures speak. 

1st Seal: The ___________________ Horse/The Overcoming ___________________ 
• “Horses” = symbols of judgment 

- (2 Kgs. 6:15-18; Jer. 46:9-10; Joel 2:3-11; Nahum 3:1-7; Zech. 1:8-11; 
6:1-7). 

• “Crown” 
- Greek: στέφανος; stephanos (stef'-an-os), the victor’s crown, not a diadem. 
- Christ will wear a diadema (ruling crown), the crown of a sovereign, 

reigning monarch (Rev. 19:12). 
- Rider is NOT Christ; This rider will resemble Christ. 
- Christ is opening the seals: He is not inside them. 

Daniel 8:25 And through his shrewdness He will make deceit a success by his 
influence (hand); And he will make himself great in his own mind (heart), And he will 
destroy (ruin) many while they are at ease (secure). He will even oppose (stand 
against) the Prince of princes, But he will be broken without human agency (hand). 
(NASB) 

Daniel 8:25 He will be a master of deception and will become arrogant; he will 
destroy many without warning. He will even take on the Prince of princes in battle, 
but he will be broken, though not by human power. (NLT) 

Daniel 8:25 “Through his cunning He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule 
(hand); And he shall exalt himself in his heart. He shall destroy many in their 
prosperity. He shall even rise against the Prince of princes; But he shall be broken 
without human means (hand). (NKJV) 

Daniel 8:25 He will cause deceit to prosper through his cunning and by his 
influence, and in his own mind he will make himself great. He will destroy many in a 
time of peace; he will even stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be 
shattered—not by human hands. (Holman Christian Standard Bible) 
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A ___________________? 
• “Bow”: Darts, arrows vs. sword? (Rev. 19:15; Eph. 6:16; Matt. 10:34). 
• Weapon OR Rainbow? 

- Same word as the token of the covenant with Noah (Gen. 9:13) 
- Hebrew: ֶקׁשֶת qesheth (keh’-sheth) 
- Greek: τόξον toxon (tox'-on) a weapon; also, rainbow (LXX) 

• Rainbow: Token of a covenant. (Pun) 
- Rider comes with token of covenant 
- He establishes covenant, then violates it 
- God doesn’t violate His covenants 
- Rider who fools, deceives - God does not. 

• Reputation of peacemaker, not warrior. 
- Political leader at first (later becomes military leader as we will see). 
- Could be create a treaty, could give Israel their land. 

Daniel 9:27 And he will confirm a covenant with the many for one week, but in the 
middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing 
of abominations (detestable things) will come the one who makes desolate (causes 
horror), until a complete destruction, one that is decreed (determined), gushes forth 
on the one who makes desolate (causes horror).” (NASB) 

Daniel 9:27 The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of 
seven (one seven), but after half this time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and 
offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he will set up a sacrilegious object 
that causes desecration (abomination of desolation), until the fate decreed for this 
defiler is finally poured out on him.” (NLT) 

Daniel 9:27 Then he shall confirm a covenant (treaty) with many for one week; But 
in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the 
wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the 
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate (desolator).” 
(NKJV) 

Revelation 6:3 When He broke the second seal, I heard the second living creature 
saying, “Come!” 4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it 
was granted to take peace from the earth, and that people would kill one another; 
and a large sword was given to him. (NASB) 

Revelation 6:3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living 
creature saying, “Come and see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was 
granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people 
should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. (NKJ) 
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Revelation 6:3 When the Lamb broke the second seal, I heard the second living 
being say, “Come!” 4 Then another horse appeared, a red one. Its rider was given a 
mighty sword and the authority to take peace from the earth. And there was war and 
slaughter everywhere. (NLT) 

2nd Seal: The ___________________ Horse /___________________ 
• Red is associated with terror and death. 

- The red dragon (12:3) 
- The red beast (17:3) 
‣ Mt 24:6,7; Mk 13:7,8; Lk 21:9,10; Dan 11:36 

• “Sword”  
- sword (Greek - machaira): μάχαιρα (makh'-ahee-rah) - sword or dagger 
- Ezek 38:21; Jer 25:15-33 (29); Micah 7; Dan 11:33 

___________________? 
• Is this occurring because of the actions (broken covenant) of the 1st rider? 
• If yes, this would be 3.5 years AFTER he comes to power? 
• If no, is this occurring because of the rapture? 

Not just A war, Not just several wars… 
___________________ is removed from earth. 

Revelation 6:5 When He broke the third seal, I heard the third living creature 
saying, “Come!” I looked, and behold, a black horse, and the one who sat on it had a 
pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard something like a voice in the center of the 
four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of 
barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and the wine.” (NASB) 

Revelation 6:5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
“Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a 
pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living 
creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a 
denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.” (NKJ) 

Revelation 6:5 When the Lamb broke the third seal, I heard the third living being 
say, “Come!” I looked up and saw a black horse, and its rider was holding a pair of 
scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice from among the four living beings say, “A 
loaf of wheat bread or three loaves of barley will cost a day’s pay. And don’t waste 
the olive oil and wine.” (NLT) 
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3rd Seal: The ___________________ Horse /___________________ 
• Black is often connected with famine. 

- Lam 4:4-8; 5:10; Jer 14:1,2 
• “To eat bread by weight” is a Jewish expression indicating that food is scarce. 

- Lev 26:25-33; cf. Ezek 4:10,11,16 
- quart (Greek - choenix): χοῖνιξ (khoy'-nix) - a dry measure of less than a 

quart, equivalent to 1.92 pints 
‣ Choenix (2 pts): dry measure of wheat, for a full day’s work; Homer 

(Odyssey XIX:XXVIII) 
‣ Herodotus (VIII:CLXXXVII), gives this as consumed by each soldier in the 

army of Xerxes 
• “Denarius”: Mt 20:2, 9-11; a day’s wage 
• “Oil and wine”: equivalent, in our culture, to toiletries, beauty aids and liquor. 

- Luxuries. 
- This is more than famine alone. It describes global rationing and controls. 
- Famine generally comes from the abuse of political means. 
- The Coming World Leader will control the economy (Rev 13:17). 
- Famine of the Word of God; Amos 8:11. 

The natural outcome of war is famine, 
but this is a ___________________ ___________________ famine. 

It is like no famine that has ever been. 

Revelation 6:7 When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 
living creature saying, “Come!” 8 I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and the one 
who sat on it had the name Death, and Hades was following with him. Authority was 
given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, and famine, and plague, 
and by the wild animals of the earth. (NASB) 

Revelation 6:7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth 
living creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And 
the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power 
was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with 
death, and by the beasts of the earth. (NKJ) 

Revelation 6:7 When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the fourth living being 
say, “Come!” 8 I looked up and saw a horse whose color was pale green. Its rider 
was named Death, and his companion was the Grave. These two were given 
authority over one-fourth of the earth, to kill with the sword and famine and disease 
and wild animals. (NLT) 
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4th Seal: The ____________ (______________) Horse /___________________ 
• Chloros, pale, ghastly green; word from which we get chlorine. 

- pale green (Greek - chlóros): χοῖνιξ (khlo-ros') - pale green, pale, ashen 
‣ In Leviticus, the color of leprosy. (Mk 6:39; Rev 8:7, 9:4) 

• Death: Devil Heb 2:14 (vs. Rev 1:18) 
- Two personages 

‣ Death claims the body 
‣ Hades claims the soul 

• John saw these enemies going forth to claim their prey, armed with the 
weapons of the sword, hunger, pestilence (death) and wild beasts. 

- [Some of the most dangerous “beasts” are microscopic...] 
- Leviticus 26:21-26; Ezekiel 14:12-23 

Ezekiel 14:21 “Now this is what the Sovereign Lord says: How terrible it will be 
when all four of these dreadful punishments fall upon Jerusalem—war, famine, wild 
animals, and disease—destroying all her people and animals. 22 Yet there will be 
survivors, and they will come here to join you as exiles in Babylon. You will see with 
your own eyes how wicked they are, and then you will feel better about what I have 
done to Jerusalem. 23 When you meet them and see their behavior, you will 
understand that these things are not being done to Israel without cause. I, the 
Sovereign Lord, have spoken!” (NLT) 

Ezekiel 14:21 For this is what the Lord God says: “How much more when I send My 
four severe (evil) judgments against Jerusalem: sword, famine, vicious animals, and 
plague to eliminate human and animal life from it! 22 Yet, behold, survivors will be 
left in it who will be brought out, both sons and daughters. Behold, they are going 
to come out to you, and you will see their conduct and actions; then you will be 
comforted for the disaster which I have brought against Jerusalem for everything 
which I have brought upon it. 23 Then they will comfort you when you see their 
conduct and actions, for you will know that I have not done without reason whatever 
I did to it,” declares the Lord God. (NLT) 

Death ___________________ the normal course of events. 

Symbol Rider Cargo Gift

First Seal White Horse Bow Crown

Second Seal Red Horse Authority to remove peace

Great sword (mega-sword)

Third Seal Black Horse Pair of scales

Fourth Seal Pale Green Horse Death, 
followed by Hades

Authority to destroy 
1/4 of the earth
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Zechariah 1:8 In a vision during the night, I saw a man sitting on a red horse that 
was standing among some myrtle trees in a small valley. Behind him were riders on 
red, brown, and white horses. 9 I asked the angel who was talking with me, “My lord, 
what do these horses mean?” “I will show you,” the angel replied. 10 The rider 
standing among the myrtle trees then explained, “They are the ones the Lord has 
sent out to patrol the earth.” 11 Then the other riders reported to the angel of the 
Lord, who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We have been patrolling the earth, 
and the whole earth is at peace.” 12 Upon hearing this, the angel of the Lord prayed 
this prayer: “O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, for seventy years now you have been angry 
with Jerusalem and the towns of Judah. How long until you again show mercy to 
them?” 13 And the Lord spoke kind and comforting words to the angel who talked 
with me. 14 Then the angel said to me, “Shout this message for all to hear: ‘This is 
what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: My love for Jerusalem and Mount Zion is 
passionate and strong. 15 But I am very angry with the other nations that are now 
enjoying peace and security. I was only a little angry with my people, but the nations 
inflicted harm on them far beyond my intentions. 16 “‘Therefore, this is what the 
Lord says: I have returned to show mercy to Jerusalem. My Temple will be rebuilt, 
says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, and measurements will be taken for the 
reconstruction of Jerusalem.’ 17 “Say this also: ‘This is what the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies says: The towns of Israel will again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will 
again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem as his own.’” 18 Then I looked up and saw 
four animal horns. 19 “What are these?” I asked the angel who was talking with me. 
He replied, “These horns represent the nations that scattered Judah, Israel, and 
Jerusalem.” 20 Then the Lord showed me four blacksmiths. 21 “What are these men 
coming to do?” I asked. The angel replied, “These four horns—these nations—
scattered and humbled Judah. Now these blacksmiths have come to terrify those 
nations and throw them down and destroy them.” (NLT) 

Zechariah 6:1 Then I looked up again and saw four chariots coming from between 
two bronze mountains. 2 The first chariot was pulled by red horses, the second by 
black horses, 3 the third by white horses, and the fourth by powerful dappled-gray 
horses. 4 “And what are these, my lord?” I asked the angel who was talking with me. 
5 The angel replied, “These are the four spirits of heaven who stand before the Lord 
of all the earth. They are going out to do his work. 6 The chariot with black horses is 
going north, the chariot with white horses is going west (going after them), and the 
chariot with dappled-gray horses is going south.” 7 The powerful horses were eager 
to set out to patrol the earth. And the Lord said, “Go and patrol the earth!” So they 
left at once on their patrol. 8 Then the Lord summoned me and said, “Look, those 
who went north have vented the anger of my Spirit (given my Spirit rest) there in the 
land of the north.” (NLT) 
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Revelation 6:9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the 
souls of those who had been killed because of the word of God, and because of the 
testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging 
our blood on those who live on the earth?” (NASB) 

Revelation 6:9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they 
held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (NKJV) 

Revelation 6:9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had 
maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and 
true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” (NLT) 

What John describes here is different than the first four seals. In the first four we see 
the direct action from the seal. Here we see the results of what happens. 

5th Seal: _________________ _________________! / Cry for___________________ 
• Souls are conscious (not “sleeping”) 

- 1 Thess 4:14-16; 2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23 
• Those killed for Christ’s name up to this point (or during first four seals?). 

- Martyr (Greek - martus): μάρτυς (mar'-toos) - a witness; an eye- or ear-
witness 

- The “Word of God” is also a synonym for Christ. 
- “How long, O Lord?” has been the cry of God’s suffering people throughout 

the ages 
‣ Ps 74:9-10; 79:5; 89:46; 94:3-4; Hab 1;2 
‣ “Thy kingdom come” echoes their petition 
‣ Blood of Abel? (2 Chr 24:22) 
‣ Song of Moses (Deut 32:43; 2 Kgs 9:7) 

• There are two altars in the temple. 
- The other altar is a gold altar which is the altar of burnt incense and prayer. 
- One is the altar of brass which is the altar of sacrifice. 
‣ Brass is the symbol of judgment throughout Scripture. 
‣ The brass altar is the altar which is pictured here. 
‣ The idea is presented throughout Scripture that the lives of God's 

people are offered to him in sacrifice. 



Endgame: Study Of Revelation

Chapter 6

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable (pleasing) to God, 
which is your spiritual service of worship. (NASB) 

2 Timothy 4:6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time 
of my departure has come. (NASB) 

• John doesn’t see souls “on” the altar - they are ___________________ the altar. 
- Their blood has already been poured out. 
- Slain (Greek - sphazó): σφάζω (sfad'-zo) - slay, kill by violence, slaughter, 

wound mortally. 
‣ Rev 5:9 - Christ was slain… 
‣ Rev 6:4 - People slaughter one another… 
‣ Rev 6:9 - those who were slain… 

Leviticus 4:7 The priest shall also put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of 
fragrant incense which is before the Lord in the tent of meeting; and all the rest of 
the blood of the bull he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering, 
which is at the doorway of the tent of meeting. (NASB) 

• Some similarity and difference between John himself. 
- Suffering, because of the Word of God. 
- Suffering, but not slain. 

Revelation 1:9 I, John, your brother and fellow participant in the tribulation and 
kingdom and perseverance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (NASB) 

• ___________________ is coming. 
- The setup for all of this has already been done. 
- We already live in a time that doesn't want to hear about the judgment of 

God. 
- "No. God is love. God is peace. God is gentle." Yes, He is. 
- Notice, God doesn't say no to vengeance. He says wait. 
- John the Baptist knew…(Matt 11:2) 
‣ John was not losing hope, that he was not losing faith 
‣ He was firmly fixed on the promises of God. 
‣ God had told him what the Messiah was going to do, and John the 

Baptist had told us all in Matthew 3. 
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Matthew 11:2 Now while in prison, John heard about the works of Christ, and he 
sent word by his disciples, 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or are we to 
look for (wait for) someone else?” (NASB) 

Matthew 3:10 And the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore, every 
tree that does not bear good fruit is being cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 
clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (NASB) 

- John was saying, I’m ready for God to judge. 
- Jesus answers him, (paraphrase), "Not yet. This time I come to offer 

salvation (Lamb). The next time I'll come in judgment (Lion). Hang in there." 

Revelation 6:11 And a white robe was given to each of them; and they were told 
that they were to rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow 
servants and their brothers and sisters who were to be killed even as they had been, 
was completed also. (NASB) 

Revelation 6:11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to 
them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow 
servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. 
(NKJV) 

Revelation 6:11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to 
wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and 
sisters, were killed just as they had been. (NLT) 

• Dressed in white. 
• Others will join them 

- Rev. 11:7; 12:11; 14:13; 20:4-5 
• It is not personal revenge they seek, but vindication of God’s holiness and the 

establishment of God’s justice. 
• Today it appears that the enemy is winning; but God will have the last word. 

- Hatred of the world: Rom 8:7; Gen 3:15; Rev 12 
- Intolerance by the ungodly is increasing, especially among the so-called 

“liberals.” 
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Avenging the ___________________ of the ___________________ 
• “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood 

on them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev 6:10).  
• “...for they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given 

them blood to drink” (Rev 16:6).  
• “And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of 

the martyrs of Jesus (Rev 17:6).  
• “...for God hath avenged you on her.” (Rev 18:20). 
• “...and in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that 

were slain upon the earth” (Rev 18:24). 
• “...and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.” (Rev 19:2). 

God’s ___________________ To The ___________________ 
• God cares for us individually. 

- White robe given to each one. 
- They are told to rest. 
- They are declared victorious. 

Revelation 3:4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their 
garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who 
overcomes will be clothed the same way, in white garments; and I will not erase his 
name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before 
His angels. (NASB) 

• The other detail is God's answer to these. "A little longer." 
- It seems a like a long time to us while we are waiting, but it's really not. Just 

a little longer. 
- Just a little longer and He will come and will not delay. 
- Just a little longer and we will be vindicated. 
- Just a little longer and hell and death will be defeated. 
- Just a little longer and we will see Jesus face to face. 
- Just a little longer and His kingdom will come in fullness and power and His 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Psalm 149:5 The godly ones shall be jubilant in glory; They shall sing for joy on 
their beds. 6 The high praises of God shall be in their mouths, And a two-edged 
sword in their hands, 7 To execute vengeance on the nations, And punishment on 
the peoples, 8 To bind their kings with chains, And their dignitaries with shackles of 
iron, 9 To execute against them the judgment written. This is an honor for all His 
godly ones. Praise the Lord! (NASB) 
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Revelation 6:12 And I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became as black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole 
moon became like blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
drops its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. 14 The sky was split apart like a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its 
place. (NASB) 

Revelation 6:12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a 
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its 
late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded  (split apart) as 
a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its 
place. (NKJV) 

Revelation 6:12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great 
earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon 
turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as figs drop from a fig tree 
when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The heavens receded like a scroll being rolled up, 
and every mountain and island was removed from its place. (NLT) 

6th Seal: __________ ___________ ____________! /___________________ 
• 1st of three occurrences. 

- Rev 6:12; 11:13;16:18-19 
• Literal earthquakes. 

- Ex 19:18; 20:18-19; 1 Kgs 19:11; Mt 27:51-52 
• Earthquakes and sun turning dark. 

- Joel 2:2,10, 30-31; cf. Mt 24:39; Mk 13:24, 25; Lk 21:25. 
- Earthquake (Greek - seismos): σεισμός (sice-mos') - a commotion, shaking 
‣ Isa 24:1,3,4,19,23; 34:2-4; Ps 148:3-6; Heb 12:26-29; Hag 2:6; Joel 2:1, 

10-12, 30-31; 3:15; Zeph 1:15; Isa 13:9-10; 34:2- 4; Ezek 32:7,8 
• Supernatural event, out of the norm. 

___________________ Upheavals 
• Sun “became black as sackcloth”. 

- Isa 13:10; Joel 2:10 
• Moon “became like blood”. 

- Isa 13:10; 24:23; Joel 2:51 Matt 24:29 
• Stars “fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs”. 

- Matt 24:29 
- Meteor shower? 

• Sky “and the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together”. 
- Isa 34:1-8 
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• “Every mountain and island were moved out of their places”. 
- Jer 4:23-24; Rev 16:20 

___________________ or ___________________ 
• We must take Biblical prophecy literally (and harmonically, Christologically, 

historically, grammatically, and consistently). 
- We cannot say, we don’t like something, or we don’t understand how it 

might happen, thereby avoiding literal meaning. 
• Physical disruption and great turmoil on earth. 

- It is a picture of the beginnings of God's judgment. 
- I also believe there may be some symbolism in John's terminology, which 

we come back to later. 
‣ Start with literal, come back to symbolic. 

Psalm 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my savior, My God, my rock, in 
whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 3 I call 
upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, And I am saved from my enemies. 
(NASB) 

Revelation 5:13 And then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and in the sea. They sang: “Blessing and honor and glory and power 
belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb forever and ever.” 14 And 
the four living beings said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and 
worshiped the Lamb. (NLT) 

Revelation 6:15 Then everyone—the kings of the earth, the rulers, the generals, the 
wealthy, the powerful, and every slave and free person—all hid themselves in the 
caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 And they cried to the mountains 
and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who sits on the throne 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and 
who is able to survive?” (NLT) 

• What is the difference between the godly and the ungodly? 
- godly: worship God. 
- ungodly: try to hide, call for mountains to fall on them. 

Proverbs 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall. (NLT) 

• The visions which follow the seals picture those events which must precede the 
appearing of Christ, and by which He will prepare for the establishing of His 
glorious kingdom. 
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• These events include judgments, because the building of the new order must 
be preceded by the destruction of the old. 

“When a new king comes to take possession of a throne in a kingdom which has 
long been in rebellion against him, he will generally have to overcome the 
opposition of his enemies. Striking instance of this is found in the life of David. After 
Saul's death the men of Judah anointed him king. This was the signal for an attack 
by Abner, Saul's general, and this attack was followed by a long civil war before 
David was acknowledged king… A piece of white-hot metal plunged into cold water 
makes a great fuss. Two areas of sharply different temperatures in the atmosphere 
above us coming suddenly together make a storm. Purity entering an atmosphere of 
impurity and insisting on staying pure creates a lively disturbance.” 

~ Myer Pearlman (1898-1943) 
(one of the foremost educators and writers in the early Pentecostal movement) 

___________________ Years (Revelation 20:4) 
•  Dispensational Pre-Millennialist 

- Literal method of biblical interpretation. 
- Jesus will literally return to the earth before (pre) the millennium begins and 

that He himself will inaugurate and rule over it. 
- Believe the nation of Israel will be saved and restored to a place of 

preeminence in the millennium. 
- Israel will have a special function of service in the millennium that is 

different from that of the Church. 
- The millennium is for a literal 1,000 years. 
- The millennium will be a period of history in which God reverts back to 

fulfilling His Old Testament promises made to ethnic Israel, after this 
modern “Church Age” in which we live today is concluded. As such, the 
millennium will be a state of Jewish dominion over all the world, along with 
a newly restored Jewish temple and priesthood. 

- Dispensational premillennialism usually embraces the pretribulational view. 
•  Historical Pre-Millennialist 

- Most historic premillennialists hold that the nation of Israel will undergo a 
national salvation immediately before the millennium is established, but 
there will be no national restoration of Israel. 

- Thus, the nation of Israel will not have a special role or function that is 
distinct from the Church.  

- The 1,000 years is figurative for a long period of time. 
- The church was in the fore-vision of the Old Testament prophecy. 
- The present age of grace was predicted in the Old Testament. 
- Historic premillennialism is posttribulational. 
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•  Post-Millennialist 
- The belief that Christ will return after Christians, not Christ Himself, have 

established the kingdom on this earth 
- Christ returns after a period of time, but not necessarily a literal 1,000 years 

(simply means “a long period of time.”) 
- Revelation 20 not taken literally. 
- A golden age or era of Christian prosperity and dominance 

‣ Does the Bible teach “prosperity?” 
๏Yes: ___________________ and No: ___________________  

‣ Believe that this world will become better and better—all evidence to the 
contrary notwithstanding—with the entire world eventually becoming 
“Christianized.” 

•Amillennialist 
- “A” means “no” or “not”. 
- There is no millennium at all. 
- They believe that Christ is now sitting on the throne of David and that this 

present church age is the kingdom over which Christ reigns. 
‣ Is Christ on “A” throne? 
‣ Is Christ on the throne of David? (Rev 5) 
‣ Did God make a covenant about the throne of David? 
‣ Does God keep His promises? 

•  If Pre-Millennialist view is correct: 
- Christ must dispense judgement twice. 

‣ Judgement before the millennium 
๏Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19:19) 
๏Anti-Christ & False Prophet thrown into lake of fire (Rev 19:20-21) 

‣ Judgement after the millennium 
๏Deception of the nations (Rev. 20:7-9) 
๏Satan / Devil thrown into lake of fire (Rev 20:7-10) 

- God’s people must be oppressed before the millennium. 

Revelation 20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. (NASB) 

Revelation 13:7 It was also given to him to make war with the saints (God’s Holy 
people) and to overcome them, and authority was given to him over every tribe, 
people, language, and nation. (NASB)


