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The Great Tribulation 

Daniel 9:27 And he will confirm a covenant with the many for one week, but in the 
middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing 
of abominations (or detestable things) will come the one who makes desolate 
(causes horror), until a complete destruction, one that is decreed (determined), 
gushes forth on the one who makes desolate (causes horror).” (NASB) 

Matthew 24:15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was 
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place—let the reader (of 
Daniel) understand— 16 then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. 
17 Whoever (the one who) is on the housetop (flat living area) must not go down to 
get things out of his house. 18 And whoever (the one who) is in the field must not 
turn back to get his cloak. 19 But woe to those women who are pregnant, and to 
those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 Moreover, pray that when you flee, it 
will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 21 For then there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor 
ever will again. (NASB) 

Jeremiah 30:7 Woe, for that day is great, There is none like it; And it is the time of 
Jacob’s distress, Yet he will be saved from it. 8 ‘It shall come about on that day,’ 
declares the Lord of armies, ‘that I will break his yoke from their (your) necks and will 
tear to pieces their (your) restraints; and strangers will no longer make them (him) 
their slaves. 9 But they shall serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I 
will raise up for them. (NASB) 

Understanding ________________ And ________________ 
• Trials / Tribulations 

- Adversary: צָָרה; (Hebrew - tsarah [tsaw-raw']); straits, distress; adversary, 
adversity, affliction, anguish, distress, tribulation, trouble; tightness (i.e. 
Figuratively, trouble). 

- To Press / Afflict: θλίβω; (Greek - thlibó [thlee'-bo]); (a) I make narrow 
(strictly: by pressure); I press upon, (b) I persecute, press hard. Rub 
together, constrict (compress), i.e. pressed together; (figuratively) 
oppressively afflict (distress), i.e. like when circumstances "rub us the wrong 
way" that make us feel confined (hemmed in); restricted to a "narrow" 
place. (root of thlíbō) 
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- Persecution: διωγμός; (Greek - diógmos [dee-ogue-mos']); chase, pursuit; 
persecution; (from diṓkō, "follow, pursue") – properly, pursuit (chase); 
persecution – literally, "the hunt to bring someone down like an animal," 
trying to suppress (punish) their convictions. 

- To Persecute: διώκω; (Greek - diókó [dee-o'-ko]); to put to flight, pursue, by 
implication to persecute; I pursue, hence: I persecute. Positively ("earnestly 
pursue") and negatively ("zealously persecute, hunt down"). In each case, 
means pursue with all haste ("chasing" after), earnestly desiring to overtake 
(apprehend). 

- Experiment, A Trial, Temptation: πειρασμός; (Greek - peirasmos [pi-ras-
mos']); (a) trial, probation, testing, being tried, (b) temptation, (c) calamity, 
affliction. Temptation or test – both senses can apply simultaneously 
(depending on the context). The positive sense ("test") and negative sense 
("temptation") are functions of the context (not merely the words 
themselves). 

- Experiment, A Trial: πεῖρα; (Greek - peira [pi'-rah]); a trial, experiment, 
attempt. 

- Trial, Proving, Approval (the process or result of): δοκιμή; (Greek - dokimé 
[dok-ee-may']); (the process or result of) trial, proving, approval; atrial, 
proof; tried, approved character. 

• The Tribulation 
- Tribulation: θλῖψις; (Greek - thlipsis [thlip'-sis]); persecution, affliction, 

distress, tribulation. Used of a narrow place that "hems someone in"; 
tribulation, especially internal pressure that causes someone to feel 
confined (restricted, "without options”). Carries the challenge of coping 
with the internal pressure of a tribulation, especially when feeling there is 
"no way of escape" ("hemmed in"). 
‣ The reason for the Tribulation is to make people make a choice. God or 

Satan. 
• The GREAT Tribulation 

- Great: μέγας; (Greek - megas [meg'-as]); large, great, in the widest sense. 
(examples: Great joy, great multitude, great light, great fall, greater than 
John, great faith, great tribulation). 

Revelation 6:14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every 
mountain and island was removed from its place. (NASB) 

Revelation 6:14 Then the sky receded (split apart) as a scroll when it is rolled up, 
and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. (NKJ) 

Revelation 6:14 The sky was rolled up like a scroll, and all of the mountains and 
islands were moved from their places. (NLT) 
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“Stretching the Heavens”: The Fabric of Space  

More Than A ________________? 
• Symbolic examples require other examples. 
• Symbolic examples require a definition somewhere in scripture. 
• Who alone stretches out the heavens (Job 9:8). 
• Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain (Ps 104:2). 
• Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent 

to dwell in (Isa 40:22). 
• He has stretched out the heavens (Jer 10:12). 
• The Lord who stretches out the heavens (Zech 12:1). 

“________________ The Heavens” 

Isaiah 40:22 It is He who sits (enthroned) above the circle (vault) of the earth, And 
its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain 
And spreads them out like a tent to live in. (NASB) 

Zechariah 12:1 The pronouncement of the word of the Lord concerning Israel: 
The Lord who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms 
the spirit of a person within him, declares: (NASB) 

Space Is Not An ________________ Vacuum—It Is: 
• “torn” 

- Isa 64:1 
• “worn out” like a garment 

- Ps 102:25 
• “shaken” 

- Heb 12:26 ; Hag 2:6; Isa 13:13 
• “burnt up” 

- 2 Pet 3:12 
• “split apart” like a scroll 

- Rev 6:14 
• “rolled up” like a mantle 

- Hebrews 1:12 
• “rolled up” like a scroll 

- Isa 34:4 

• 2 Sam 22:10 
• Job 9:8 
• Job 26:7 
• Job 37:18 

Psalm 18:9 
• Psalm 104:2 

• Psalm 144:5 
• Isaiah 40:22 
• Isaiah 42:5 
• Isaiah 44:24 
• Isaiah 45:12 
• Isaiah 48:13 

• Isaiah 51:13 
• Jeremiah 10:12 
• Jeremiah 51:15 
• Ezekiel 1:22 
• Zechariah 12:1
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“________________ Up?” 
• There is some dimension in which space must be “thin”;  
• If space can be “bent”; hence there is a direction it can be bent toward; 
• Thus, there are additional spatial dimensions. 

Revelation 6:15 Then the kings of the earth and the eminent people, and the 
commanders and the wealthy and the strong, and every slave and free person hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 16 and they *said to 
the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the sight (face) of Him 
who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of Their 
wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” (NASB) 

Revelation 6:15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the 
commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the 
caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, 
“Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the 
wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand?” (NKJ) 

Revelation 6:15 Then everyone—the kings of the earth, the rulers, the generals, the 
wealthy, the powerful, and every slave and free person—all hid themselves in the 
caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 And they cried to the mountains 
and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who sits on the throne 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and 
who is able to survive?” (NLT) 

“Wrath of Lamb,” “Wrath has come…” 
God’s wrath does not happen to the Godly - only the ungodly. 
Another case for pre-tribulation. 

Isaiah 2:10 Enter the rocky place and hide in the dust From the terror of the Lord 
and from the splendor of His majesty. 11 The proud look of humanity will be 
brought low, And the arrogance of people will be humbled; And the Lord alone will 
be exalted on that day. 12 For the Lord of armies will have a day of reckoning 
Against everyone who is arrogant and haughty, And against everyone who is lifted 
up, That he may be brought low. 13 And it will be against all the cedars of Lebanon 
that are lofty and lifted up, Against all the oaks of Bashan, 14 Against all the lofty 
mountains, Against all the hills that are lifted up, 15 Against every high tower, 
Against every fortified wall, 16 Against all the ships of Tarshish And against all the 
delightful ships. 17 And the pride of humanity will be humbled And the arrogance 
of people will be brought low; And the Lord alone will be exalted on that day, 
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18 And the idols will completely vanish. 19 People will go into caves of the rocks 
And into holes in the ground Away from the terror of the Lord And the splendor of 
His majesty, When He arises to terrify the earth. (NASB) 

Joshua 10:16 Now these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in the cave at 
Makkedah. (NASB) 

The Book of Joshua appears to be a model of the Book of Revelation? 

________________ Vs. Revelation 
• Yehoshua is a variant of Yeshua. 
• A military commander dispossessing the usurpers. 
• 7 year campaign. 

- Against 7 (of an original 10) nations. 
• Torah ignored at Jericho: (Sabbath ignored; Levites involved). 

- First sent in “Two Witnesses.” 
- Seven Trumpet Events. 
- Silence for 6 days. (Rev. 8 - Silence in heaven for 1/2 hour). 

• Enemies confederated under a leader in Jerusalem. 
- Adoni-Zedek, “Lord of Righteousness.” 

• Ultimately defeated with: 
- Hailstones and fire from heaven. 
- Signs in the Sun, Moon, etc. (Josh 10) 

• Kings hide in caves; (“Rocks fall on us…”) 

Joshua 5:13 Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, he raised his eyes 
and looked, and behold, a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in 
his hand, and Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our 
enemies?” 14 He said, “No; rather I have come now as captain of the army of the 
Lord.” And Joshua fell on his face to the ground, and bowed down, and said to him, 
“What has my lord to say to his servant?” 15 And the captain of the Lord’s army said 
to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are 
standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. (NASB) 

Joshua 5:13 When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he looked up and saw a 
man standing in front of him with sword in hand. Joshua went up to him and 
demanded, “Are you friend or foe?” 14 “Neither one,” he replied. “I am the 
commander of the Lord’s army.” At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in 
reverence. “I am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do you want your servant to 
do?” 15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the 
place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did as he was told. (NASB) 
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Isaiah 23:9 The Lord of armies has planned it, to defile the pride of all beauty, 
To despise all the honored of the earth. (NASB) 

The ________________-Sealed Scroll 

Group Of ________________ 

Matthew Luke Revelation

False Christs 24:4-5 21:4 6:1-2

Wars 24:6 21:9,10 6:3-4

Famines 24:7a 21:11 6:5-6

Death 24:7b-8 21:12 6:7-8

Martyrs 24:9 21:24 6:9-11

Global upheaval 24:10-13 21:25 6:12-17 
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The Heptadic (____________-___________) Structure 

• In each of the major series of “sevens”—the seals, trumpets, and bowls—we 
notice that there always appears to be an inserted parenthetical passage 
between the 6th and 7th of each series. 

• Having completed 6 of the 7 seals, Chapter 7 pauses for some amplification 
before we continue with the 7th seal in Chapter 8.  

• Israel is the center piece in the OT; and it now reemerges as the centerpiece of 
God’s climax in Revelation. (It is also the centerpiece in the New Testament, but 
there is a lot of misunderstanding just how.) 

The Sealing Of The 144,000 

Chapter 6 concludes with the statement, “For the great day of His wrath is come; 
and who shall be able to stand?” This next chapter seems to respond to that 
question... 

The Sealed Of ________________ 
• So who are these 144,000? Many explanations have been offered. 

- Seventh-Day Adventists say that these pertain to their communion, who are 
found observing the Jewish Sabbath when the Lord returns. 

- Jehovah's Witnesses say they belong to them, that they are the select Over-
Comers. That's what motivates so many of them to action and your 
doorstep. 

- Then there are those that say these represent the Church, so-called spiritual 
Israel. 
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• But according to the literal and fundamental interpretation of Scripture, they 
have to be who the John says they are: 144,000 who were sealed from all the 
tribes of Israel. Twelve is the number of Israel. 

- The actual Greek in verse two is more poetical than what is translated here 
in English. 

- Young's Literal Translation puts verse two this way... "and I saw another 
messenger going up from the rising of the sun." 

- Rising: ἀνατολή; (Greek - anatolé [an-at-ol-ay']); a rising; (a) rising of the 
sun, hence (b) (sing. and plur.) the quarter whence the sun rises, the East. 

- Of The Sun: ἥλιος; (Greek - hélios [hay'-lee-os]); the sun, sunlight. 
• And they were sealed. 

- Until we have sealed: σφραγίζω; (Greek - sphragizó [sfrag-id'-zo]); I seal, 
set a seal upon. 

- Being sealed means that God places his mark on a life, that he puts his 
mark there, to let everyone know that this belongs to me. It happened 
through all the Bible. 
‣ Abraham was marked by circumcision. 
‣ When judgment came on Israel, the lintel and door posts of Israel were 

marked that the destroyer would pass over them. 
‣ Rahab's window was marked with a scarlet thread. 
‣ Later on we will see the enemy mimic this, by marking all those that 

belonging to him with the seal of the Anti-Christ. 
- But these are sealed, protected against the coming judgment, because they 

are still on earth. 

Revelation 7: “Who Shall Be Able To ________________?” 
• Sealed Servants (Revelation 7:1-8) 

- 144,000 from 12 Tribes 
• Saved Servants (Revelation 7:9-17) 

- From out of the Tribulation 

Revelation 7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding back the four winds of the earth so that no wind would blow on the earth, or 
on the sea, or on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of 
the sun, holding the seal of the living God; and he called out with a loud voice to the 
four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, (NASB) 

Revelation 7:1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of 
the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the 
earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the 
east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four 
angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, (NKJ) 
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Revelation 7:1 Then I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding back the four winds so they did not blow on the earth or the sea, or even on 
any tree. 2 And I saw another angel coming up from the east, carrying the seal of the 
living God. And he shouted to those four angels, who had been given power to 
harm land and sea, (NLT) 

• These four angels are apparently the four who will blow the first four trumpets 
in Chapter 8... 

Revelation 7:3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, or the sea, or the trees until we have 
sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number 
of those who were sealed: 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 
(NASB) 

Revelation 7:3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have 
sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of 
those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel were sealed: (NKJ) 

Revelation 7:3 “Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea or the trees until we have 
placed the seal of God on the foreheads of his servants.” 4 And I heard how many 
were marked with the seal of God—144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of Israel: 
(NLT) 

• This 144,000 preserved through (sealed) the Tribulation, not “kept out” of it, as 
in Rev 3:10. Note: Gifts and calling of God are without repentance (Rom 
11:29). 

Revelation 7:5 from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe 
of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe 
of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe 
of Manasseh twelve thousand, 7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the 
tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 8 from the 
tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, and 
from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. (NASB) 

Revelation 7:5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 
Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were 
sealed; 6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali 
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were 
sealed; 7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi 



Endgame: Study Of Revelation

Chapter 6-7

twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph twelve 
thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. (NKJ) 

Revelation 7:5 from Judah 12,000 from Reuben 12,000 from Gad 12,000 6 from 
Asher 12,000 from Naphtali 12,000 from Manasseh 12,000 7 from Simeon 12,000 
from Levi 12,000 from Issachar 12,000 8 from Zebulun 12,000 from Joseph 12,000 
from Benjamin 12,000 (NLT) 

• Judah is listed first: 1 Chr 5:1,2. There are 14 names to choose from: Joseph 
provides a “baker’s dozen” with Manasseh and Ephraim. 

• Levi: Deut 18:1,2; Josh 13:14. 
• Note: Jewishness since Chapter 4 and following: “Lion,” “Lamb,” “Root of 

David,” etc.  
• Two Tribes Missing: Dan and Ephraim. 

The ________________ Tribes = _____________  _____________ 
• Abraham + Sarah = Isaac 

- Abraham + Hagar = Ishmael 
• Isaac + Rebecca = Jacob 

- Isaac + Rebecca = Esau 
• Jacob + Leah 

- (1) Reuben 
- (2) Simeon 
- (3) Levi 
- (4) Judah 

• Jacob + Bilhuh (Rachel’s Servant) 
- (5) Dan 
- (6) Naphtali 

• Jacob + Zilpah (Leah’s Servant) 
- (7) Gad 
- (8) Asher 

• Jacob + Rachel 
- (9) Joseph 

• Jacob + Leah 
- (10) Issachar 
- (11) Zebulum 

• Jacob + Rachel (dies in childbirth) 
- (12) Benjamin 

• Joseph + Asenath (daughter of Potiphera) 
- (9a) Manasseh 
- (9b) Ephraim 
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The ________________ Of “Ten ________________ Tribes” 
• No real Biblical basis (epistles of James, 1 Peter: “to 12 tribes”).  
• Prophecies of 12 Tribes (Jacob: Gen 49; Moses: Deut 33).  
• The myth is based on a misconception derived from the misreading of 

passages as 2 Kgs 17:7-23, 2 Chr 6:6-11. 

The Kingdom ________________ 
• The Tribes are allocated their portions by casting lots. 
• Levites were assigned to 48 cities; 6 are “Cities of Refuge.” 
• Unable to subdue the Philistines, Dan takes over Laish in the north. 

Cities Of Refuge
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• When encountering tribal designations, it is important to distinguish between 
the ______________ allocated to the tribes and the ______________ themselves. 

• 930 B.C.: Jeroboam ruled the Northern Kingdom from his capital in Samaria (1 
Kgs 11:43-12:33). When Jeroboam turned the Northern Kingdom to idolatry, 
the Levites (and others who desired to remain faithful) migrated south to 
Rehoboam (2 Chr 11:14-17).  

• Even before the Assyrian captivity, substantial numbers from the northern 
tribes had identified themselves with the house of David (1 Kgs 12:16-20; 2 
Chr 11:16-17). 

• Many to repudiated the Northern Kingdom and united with the southern 
kingdom in a common alliance to the house of David and to worship the Lord 
(2 Chr 19:4; 30:1,10,11,25,26; 34:5-7,22; 35:17,18).  

• Horrified that Jeroboam set up a rival religion with golden calf worship at 
Bethel and Dan, many Northerners moved south, knowing that the only place 
acceptable to God was the Temple on Mt. Moriah (Deut 12:5- 7; 16:2-6; Isa 
18:7). 

• Those who favored idolatry migrated north to Jeroboam. Later, when Asa 
reigned as king in the south, another great company came from the north (2 
Chr 15:9). 

• Years after the deportation by Assyria, King Hezekiah of Judah issued a call to 
all Israel to come and worship in Jerusalem and celebrate Passover (2 Chr 
30:5-21). 

• Eighty years later, King Josiah of Judah also issued a call, and an offering for 
the temple was received from “Manasseh and Ephraim and all the remnant of 
Israel...” (2 Chr 34:9). 

• Eventually, all 12 tribes were represented in the south (and the north): God 
addresses the 12 tribes in the south: “Speak unto Rehoboam the son of 
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin...” (2 Chr 11:3).  

• The “Tribe of Judah” is sometimes used idiomatically for the Southern 
Kingdom (2 Kgs 17:18, et al. Cf. 1 Kgs 11:13,32, etc.) . 

The ________________ Kingdom Falls 
• 724 B.C.: Shalmaneser V besieged Samaria for three years. King Hoshea of 

Israel attempted to revolt against paying Assyrians annual tribute money (a 
treaty with Pharaoh of Egypt did not help) and Samaria, Jeroboam’s capital, fell 
in 722 B.C. (2 Kgs 18:2).  

• 721 B.C.: Sargon II seized power. Assyrians pulled down towers, took 27,290 
captive, placed an Assyrian ruler over the city, and looted it. 

• The Assyrians implemented their infamous policy of mixing conquered 
peoples to keep them from organizing a revolt. 
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• The Israelite captives were mixed with Persians and others; strangers from far-
off lands were resettled in Samaria. The resulting mixed, quasi-Jewish 
populations resulted in the “Samaritans” (John 4:20f).  

• Not all from the northern kingdom was deported. Archaeologists have 
uncovered annals of the Assyrian Sargon, in which he tells that he carried away 
only 27,290 people and 50 chariots (Biblical Archaeologist, VI, 1943, p.58). 
Estimates of the population of the northern kingdom at that time range from 
400,000 to 500,000; less than 1/20th were de- ported—mostly the leadership 
from around the capital, Samaria. 

• Northern Jewish state never returns to prominence or power. The Southern 
state is promised to return to power. 

The ________________ Take Over 
• 722 B.C.: When the Northern Kingdom went into captivity all 12 tribes were 

also represented in the south. (The Northern Kingdom was taken by Assyria as 
slaves, which were a valuable commodity. (It is difficult to view them as careless 
enough to let them wander off to Europe.)  

• In 586 B.C., when the Babylonians took the Southern Kingdom into captivity, 
members of all 12 tribes of Israel were involved. 

• When the Babylonians took over Assyria, the descendants of the captives from 
the North were probably again commingled with the captives of Judah. Isaiah, 
prophesying to Judah, refers to them as the “House of Jacob, which are called 
by the name of Israel...” (Isa 48:1; cf. vv12-14). (Jew refers to Israel, not only 
Judah). 

Commingled (Blended) _________________ 
• Even before the death of Rehoboam, God looked upon all the as a unity, 

seeing “all Israel in Judah and Benjamin” (2 Chr 11:3). 
• After the Babylonian captivity, the terms Jew and Israelite are used 

interchangeably: 
- Ezra calls the returning remnant “Jews” 8 times, “Israel” 40 times. 
- Ezra speaks of “all Israel” (Ezra 2:70; 3:11; 8:35; 10:25,et al.). 
- Nehemiah calls them Jews 11 times, Israel 22 times. 
- Nehemiah speaks of “all Israel being back in the land (Neh 12:47). 
- The remnant who returned from Babylon is represented as “the nation” (Mal 

1:1). 

New Testament __________________ (System Of Names / Terms) 
• Our Lord is said to have offered Himself to the nation, “the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel” (Mt 10:5-6; 15:24). 
• The New Testament speaks of “Israel” 75 times and “Jew” 174 times (Acts 

21:39; 22:3; Rom 11:1; 2 Cor 11:22; Phil 3:5,etc.). 
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• “The twelve tribes” (Acts 26:7; Jas 1:1).  
• Anna knew her tribal identity (the tribe of Asher; Lk2:30). 
• Paul knew he was of the tribe of Benjamin: a “Jew” and an “Israelite,” Rom 

11:1). 
• Peter cries: 

- “Ye men of Judea” (Acts 2:14) 
- and “ye men of Israel...” (Acts 2:22 ) 
- and “All the house of Israel” (Acts 2:36) 

__________________ As One 
• The Dry Bones Vision declares 

- Judah (“Jews?”) and Israel (“10 tribes?”) 
- shall be joined as one in the regathering (Ezek 37:16-17, 21-22). 
- This is true today. 

• [The total physical descendants were not the people to whom the promises 
were made (Rom 9:4-7).] 

• Accompanying some of the legends of the so-called “10 Lost Tribes” are 
aspersions on the present State of Israel and the people being regathered in 
the Land. 

• These various theories such as “British Israelism” are by their nature anti-
Semitic (and blasphemous) because they deny the Jewish people their proper 
place in the plan of God. 

The Sealing Of The 144,000: Why Wasn’t ________________ Listed? 
• Prophecies: 

- Jacob: “A serpent...” (Gen 49:17) 
‣ Wasn’t thrilled with symbolic nature; crafted serpent in eagle’s mouth. 
‣ That’s how and eagle came to represent the triple of Dan. 

- Moses: “Leap from Bashan” (Deut 33:22) 
‣ Dan would leave. 

• Left allocated territories (Judges 18) 
- Deborah: “Didn’t leave his ships” (Judges 5:17) 

• Omitted from genealogies (1 Chr 1-8) 
• Not sealed in the Tribulation (Rev 7) 
• Tribe through which idolatry entered the land (Lev 24:10-16; Judg 

18:1,2,30-31) 
• A leader in apostasy under Jeroboam (1 Kgs 12:28-30) 

- And 100 years later (2 Kgs 10:29) 
- The “Voice of Calamity” (Jer 4:14; Heb); Amos 8:14; Heb) 
- Curse: Jer 8:16 

• Idolaters name to be blotted out (Deut 29:18-21) 
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Deuteronomy 29:18 so that there will not be among you a man or woman, or 
family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from the Lord our God, to go to serve 
the gods of those nations; that there will not be among you a root bearing 
poisonous fruit and wormwood. 19 And it shall be when he hears the words of this 
curse, that he will consider himself fortunate in his heart, saying, ‘I will do well 
though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart in order to destroy (everything) the 
watered land along with the dry.’ 20 The Lord will not be willing to forgive him, but 
rather the anger of the Lord and His wrath will burn (smoke) against that person, and 
every curse that is written in this book will lie upon him, and the Lord will wipe out 
his name from under heaven. 21 Then the Lord will single him out for disaster from 
all the tribes of Israel, in accordance with all the curses of the covenant which is 
written in this Book of the Law. (NASB) 

• And yet, Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel (Gen 49:16) 
• Dan inherits in the Millennium (Ezek 48:1). 
• Some will survive, but it will be through struggle, not by protection. 

________________: Also Omitted 
• Ephraim is also referred to only elliptically: 
• Joseph = Manasseh + Ephraim. 

- Thus: Joseph - Manasseh = Ephraim. 
• Ephraim was also associated with Jeroboam’s idolatry (Hos 4:17). 

- Golden calf in Dan and Bethel (Ephraim). 

Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 
one could count, from every nation and all the tribes, peoples, and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm 
branches were in their hands; 10 and they *cried out with a loud voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” (NASB) 

Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 
one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (NKJ) 

Revelation 7:9 After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation 
and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and held palm branches in their hands. 
10 And they were shouting with a great roar, “Salvation comes from our God who 
sits on the throne and from the Lamb!” (NLT) 
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• This throng preserved through (sealed) the Tribulation, not “kept out” of it, as in 
Rev 3:10. Note: Gifts and calling of God are without repentance (Rom 11:29). 

• Here, the greatest harvest of souls the world has ever seen will take place! 
(Written in Isa 49:10-12; 60:1-3.)  

• Joel 2:28-32 (quoted in Acts 2:16-21) links with these prophecies of the Great 
Tribulation. 

• “Palm branches”: as on “Palm Sunday,” cf. John 12:13. Also, possible link with 
Feast of Tabernacles (Lev 23:39,43; 2 Chr 20:19; Ezra 3:11-12; Jn 12:12-13; 
Neh 8:15-17). 

Revelation 7:11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne 
and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen, blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, 
honor, power, and might belong to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 13 Then one 
of the elders responded, saying to me, “These who are clothed in the white robes, 
who are they, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “My lord, you 
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. (NASB) 

Revelation 7:11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four 
living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders 
answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they 
come from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir (My lord), you know.” So he said to me, 
“These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (NKJ) 

Revelation 7:11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living beings. And they fell before the throne with their faces 
to the ground and worshiped God. 12 They sang, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength belong to our God 
forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are 
these who are clothed in white? Where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, 
“Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are the ones who died 
in (came out of) the great tribulation (great suffering). They have washed their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb and made them white. (NLT) 

• ________________ Attributes… 
• John apparently doesn’t recognize who they are. Why are they distinguished 

from those prior to the tribulation? Their predecessors are already in heaven! 
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• Redeemed, but not like the elders. 
• 144,000 Jewish evangelists that will redeem. 

- The Holy Spirit is working, but not within us like we have Him today. 
- Similar to the Old Testament workings. 

Revelation 7:15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and they serve 
Him day and night in His temple (sanctuary); and He who sits on the throne will 
spread His tabernacle over them. 16 They will no longer hunger nor thirst, nor will 
the sun beat down on them, nor any scorching heat; (NASB) 

Revelation 7:15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day 
and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 
16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike 
them, nor any heat; (NKJ) 

Revelation 7:15 “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day 
and night in his Temple. And he who sits on the throne will give them shelter. 
16 They will never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be scorched by the 
heat of the sun. (NLT) 

• Millennial Temple: In heaven there is no night nor temple (Rev 21:25; 22:5). 

Revelation 7:17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and 
will guide them to springs of the water (waters) of life; and God will wipe every tear 
from their eyes.” (NASB) 

Revelation 7:17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them 
and lead them to living fountains of waters (fountains of the waters of life). And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (NKJ) 

Revelation 7:17 For the Lamb on the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead 
them to springs of life-giving water. And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” 
(NLT) 

• If there is no hunger or thirst, why do they have tears? 
• Weeping over ________________  ____________________? 

- Schindler's List: “I could have saved one more…I didn’t do enough…” 
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Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, 
and with Him 144,000 who had His name and the name of His Father written on their 
foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and 
like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of 
harpists playing on their harps. 3 And they *sang a (like) new song before the throne 
and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one was able to learn the 
song except the 144,000 who had been purchased from the earth. 4 These are the 
ones who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are celibate. These are 
the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from 
mankind as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And no lie was found in their 
mouths; they are blameless. (NASB) 

• The 144,000 are destined to be the elite (Rev 14:4). 

The Great ___________________ 
• In contrast to the earthly vision of the remnant of Israel, we have here a 

heavenly vision of a multinational crowd. 
• But John is confused. They are not the church. They are not Israel. Who are 

they? 
- They are those coming from the Great Tribulation. 

• They are coming out of this great judgment, out of the Day of the Lord, the Day 
of the Wrath of the Lamb. 

- But they are not coming as defeated, but as part of the overcoming people.  
- How is that possible? 

• Because they have accepted the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. On that basis 
they stand at the throne. 

• And God makes great and precious promises to them, but how much more to 
us, His Bride, His Church. 

- For we will have what they have, starting in verse 15. "He will live among us 
and shelter us." 

- The word for shelter is tent or tabernacle. He shall tabernacle over us. His 
glory will cover above us. 

• Then there are a series of negatives which build one on top of another. 
- Never hunger. 
- Never thirst. 
- Nor will they be scorched or burned by the sun. 

• The Lamb will lead. He will lead to life-giving water. 
• And God will wipe away all tears. 
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__________________ To The Church 
• The presence of God 
• The protection of God 
• The provision of God 
• The leadership of God 
• The life-giving water of God 
• The comfort of God 
• We get to rule with him. 
• We get to reign with him. 
• We get to know him now. 

___________________ 
• The benefits are great, but we have added benefits. 
• Perhaps most important, they will never know the richness, fullness, and 

freedom that comes from living for God fully on this earth, but only as it is in 
the middle of judgment. 

• But we have that opportunity now. 

Tribulation Saints 24 Elders

Not Crowned Crowned

Palms in their hands Harps, No Palms

Saved “out of” the Tribulation “Kept out” of the Tribulation (Rev. 3:10)

These stand before thrones Sit on thrones (1 Cor 6:2,3; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 1:6

These serve Him day and 
night 

Reign as kings & priests (1 Cor 6:2,3; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 
1:6)

Cried out in loud voice. Sang out in one voice.

Not recognized by John 
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“Some years ago, my wife, Ruth, was reading the draft of a book I was writing. When 
she finished a section describing the terrible downward spiral of our nation’s moral 
standards and the idolatry of worshiping false gods such as technology and sex, she 
startled me by exclaiming, “If God doesn’t punish America, He’ll have to apologize 
to Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
She was probably thinking of a passage in Ezekiel where God tells why He brought 
those cities to ruin. “Now this was the sin of … Sodom: She and her daughters were 
arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. They 
were haughty and did detestable things before me. Therefore I did away with them 
as you have seen” (Ezekiel 16:49–50, NIV). 
I wonder what Ruth would think of America if she were alive today. In the years since 
she made that remark, millions of babies have been aborted and our nation seems 
largely unconcerned. Self-centered indulgence, pride, and a lack of shame over sin 
are now emblems of the American lifestyle.” 

~ Letter from Billy Graham on the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association website. 

________________ Session 
• Read Revelation 8. 
• Read Revelation 14. 
• Read Joshua 5:13 – 6:27. 

Joshua As A “________________” Of Revelation? 
• Yehoshua is a variant of Yeshua. 
• A military commander dispossessing the usurpers. 
• 7 year campaign. 

- Against 7 (of an original 10) nations. 
• Torah ignored at Jericho: (Sabbath ignored; Levites involved). 

- First sent in “Two Witnesses.” 
- Seven Trumpet Events. 
- Preceded by “Silence in heaven for 1⁄2 hour”. 

• Enemies confederated under a leader in Jerusalem. 
- Adoni-Zedek, “Lord of Righteousness.” 

• Ultimately defeated with: 
- Hailstones and fire from heaven. 
- Signs in the Sun, Moon, etc. 

• Kings hide in caves; (“Rocks fall on us…”) 


