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When We Interpret 
• Interpret _______________ 

- The Bible must be interpreted literally when possible. 
‣ There is always a literal meaning in the end. Even when there are figures 

of speech or symbolism involved, there is one definite, unchanging 
meaning intended. 

• Interpret _______________ 
- Scripture agrees with itself. Prophecy must agree as well. 
‣ It does mean that no prophecy is to be interpreted solely with reference 

to itself, but must take into account the entire prophetic scheme of 
Scripture. 

• Interpret with the prophet’s _______________ in mind 
- The prophet may: See future things as past. 
‣ Isaiah 53:3. 

• Interpret __________________ 
- The Lord Jesus Christ is at the center of all prophecy. 
‣ Prophecy always glorifies God, points to God. 

• Interpret _______________ 
- Prophecy happens within the context of history, within the sphere of time 

and place. 
‣ The historical background will include the full meaning and significance 

of all proper names, events, geographical references, references to 
culture or customs, and references to plants and animals. 

• Interpret _______________ 
- Words mean certain things. 
‣ Don't try to turn language on its head. 

• Interpret _______________ 
- Be consistent with the principles of interpretation. 
‣ Don't change the rules or try to make an interpretation fit. 

_______________ or _______________ 
• We must take Biblical prophecy literally (and harmonically, Christologically, 

historically, grammatically, and consistently). 
- We cannot say, we don’t like something, or we don’t understand how it 

might happen, thereby avoiding literal meaning. 
• Physical disruption and great turmoil on earth. 

- It is a picture of the beginnings of God's judgment. 
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- There may be some symbolism in John's terminology. 
‣ Start with literal, come back to symbolic. 

Revelation 8:1 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven 
for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and 
seven trumpets were given to them. (NASB) 

Revelation 8:1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to 
them were given seven trumpets. (NKJ) 

Revelation 8:1 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal on the scroll [book], there 
was silence throughout heaven for about half an hour. 2 I saw the seven angels who 
stand before God, and they were given seven trumpets. (NLT) 

The _______________ 
• Who is He? 

- What is He doing? 
- What does He look like? 

Revelation 5:6 Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, but it 
was now standing between the throne and the four living beings and among the 
twenty-four elders. (NLT) 

The _______________ 
• Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary states: 

- In the Jewish temple, musical instruments and singing resounded during 
the whole time of the offering of the sacrifices, which formed the first part 
of the service. 

- But at the offering of incense, solemn silence was kept, the people praying 
secretly all the time. 

- The half-hour stillness implies, too, the earnest adoring expectation with 
which the blessed spirits and the angels await the succeeding unfolding of 
God's judgments. 

Psalm 62:1 My soul waits in silence for God alone; From Him comes my salvation. 
(NASB) 

Psalm 65:1 There will be silence before You, and praise in Zion, God, And the vow 
will be fulfilled for You. (NASB) 
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Revelation 8:3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden 
censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might [give] add it to the 
prayers of all the [holy ones] saints on the golden altar which was before the throne. 
4 And the smoke of the incense ascended from the angel’s hand with the prayers of 
the [holy ones] saints before God. (NASB) 

Revelation 8:3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the 
altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the 
saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the 
incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 
(NKJ) 

Revelation 8:3 Then another angel with a gold incense burner came and stood at 
the altar. And a great amount of incense was given to him to mix with the prayers of 
God’s people as an offering on the gold altar before the throne. 4 The smoke of the 
incense, mixed with the prayers of God’s holy people, ascended up to God from the 
altar where the angel had poured them out. (NLT) 
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The _______________ 
• Where did the angel stand? The golden altar or the Altar of Incense 
• Why? So he could be given incense by Jesus to mix with the prayers. 
• Jesus, acting as our high priest performs that function now. 

- Then he offers it on the golden altar. This was the place of incense and 
prayer, the place where in Exodus 30:6, God tells Israel,  "I will meet with 
you there.". 

• “Altar”: Tabernacle and Temple are but “figures” of the true altar in heaven. 

Exodus 30:6 You shall put this altar in front of the veil that is near the ark of the 
testimony, in front of the [mercy seat] atoning cover that is over the ark of the 
testimony, where I will meet with you. (NASB) 

Hebrews 9:23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the 
heavens to be cleansed with these things, but the heavenly things themselves with 
better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made by hands, 
a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us; (NASB) 

Hebrews 8:4 Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there 
are [temple priests] those who offer the gifts according to the Law; 5 who serve a 
copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he 
was about to erect the tabernacle; for, “See,” He says, “that you make all things by 
the pattern which was shown to you on the mountain.” (NASB) 

The _______________ 
• Incense and prayer mix together: what was the prayer? 
• We know that at least partially it was: 

- "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long will it be before you judge the 
people who belong to this world for what they have done to us? When will 
you avenge our blood against these people?" 

- Martyrs prayer from Chapter 6. 
- Prayers are for those opposing God and his people to fall. 
- Everything in the way of the establishment of the Kingdom of God is meant. 

Revelation 6:10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O [Master] 
Lord, holy and true, [do You not judge and avenge] will You refrain from judging and 
avenging our blood on those who live on the earth?” (NASB) 

- “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.” 
‣ Adam, Noah, Abraham, David, and Paul prayed this prayer: 
‣ Psalm 7,26,35,52,55,58 
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‣ The purpose of prayer is not to get man’s will done in heaven, but God’s 
Will done on earth. 

Other _______________ 
• Angel 

- Another: ἄλλος; (Greek - allos [al'-los]); other, another of the same kind (of 
more than two), different (thus, not Christ). 

- Another: ἕτερος; (Greek - heteros [het'-er-os]); (a) of two: another, a 
second, (b) other, different, (c) one's neighbor; ("another of a different 
quality") emphasizes it is qualitatively different from its counterpart 
(comparison). (Matthew 6:24) 

• Censor 
- Censer: λιβανωτός; (Greek - libanótos [lib-an-o-tos']); frankincense, a 

censer. 
- Related to priestly duties. 

• Incense 
- Incense: θυμίαμα; (Greek - thumiama [thoo-mee'-am-ah]); incense; an 

aromatic substance burnt, fragrant powder burnt in religious service; by 
implication, the burning itself -- incense, odour. 

• “All saints” 
- None are lost. 

John 6:37 Everything that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 
comes to Me I certainly will not cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not 
to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 And this is the will of Him 
who sent Me, that of everything that He has given Me I will lose nothing, but will 
raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees 
the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on 
the last day.” (NASB) 

John 17:12 While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name, which You 
have given Me; and I guarded them, and not one of them perished except the [one 
destined to perish] son of destruction, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. 
(NASB) 

Hebrews 10:26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation 
of judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone 
who has ignored the Law of Moses is put to death without mercy on the testimony of 
two or three witnesses. 29 How much more severe punishment do you think he will 
deserve who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean 
the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 
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grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.” And again, 
“The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God. (NASB) 

Revelation 8:5 Then the angel took the [container to burn incense] censer and 
filled it with the fire of the altar, and hurled it to the earth; and there were peals of 
thunder and sounds, and flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 6 And the seven 
angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them. (NASB) 

Revelation 8:5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and 
threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an 
earthquake. 6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared 
themselves to sound. (NKJ) 

Revelation 8:5 Then the angel filled the incense burner with fire from the altar and 
threw it down upon the earth; and thunder crashed, lightning flashed, and there was 
a terrible earthquake. 6 Then the seven angels with the seven trumpets prepared to 
blow their mighty blasts. (NLT) 

The _______________ 
• Jesus spoke about casting fire on earth. 

- Was he speaking of the cross? 
- In the sense that I'm sure he wished his task was already done, sure. 
- But in reality he is speaking of this time of judgment. 

Luke 12:49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already 
kindled!” (NASB) 

Luke 12:49 “I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled!” (NKJV) 

Luke 12:49 “I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already 
burning!” (NLT) 

• Isaiah spoke about fire from the altar, which led to: 
- Touching his lips 
- Call for repentance 
- Hardening of hearts 
- Devastation of cities 

• Jesus recalls Isaiah 
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Isaiah 6:5 Then I said, “Woe to me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean 
lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of armies.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his 
hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched my mouth with it 
and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your guilt is taken away and 
atonement is made for your sin.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 9 And He 
said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not understand; And keep 
on looking, but do not gain knowledge.’ 10 Make the hearts of this people [fat] 
insensitive, Their ears [heavy] dull, And their eyes [sealed over] blind, So that they 
will not see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And 
return and be healed.” 11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered, “Until 
cities are devastated and without inhabitant, Houses are without people And the 
land is utterly desolate, 12 The Lord has completely removed people, And there 
[forsakenness will be great] are many forsaken places in the midst of the land. 
(NASB) 

John 12:37 But though He had performed so many [confirming miracles] signs in 
their sight, they still were not believing in Him. 38 This happened so that the word of 
Isaiah the prophet which he spoke would be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed our 
report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 39 For this reason 
they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 “He has blinded their eyes and He 
hardened their heart, so that they will not see with their eyes and understand with 
their heart, and [be turned] be converted, and so I will not heal them.” 41 These 
things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke about Him. (NASB) 

The _______________ 
• Earthquake: σεισμός; (Greek - seismos [sice-mos']); a commotion, shaking; a 

shaking (as an earthquake); a storm (tempest). 
• Occurs 14 times in the New Testament 

- Jesus asleep on boat, great “storm” (Matthew 8:24) 
- Jesus speaking of coming tribulation (Matthew 24:7; Mark 13:8; Luke 

21:11) 
- Jesus crucifixion (Matthew 27:54) 
- Jesus resurrection (Matthew 28:2) 
- Paul & Silas worshipping in jail (Acts 16:26) 
- Breaking of sixth seal (Revelation 6:12) 
- Angel throws incense to the earth (Revelation 8:5) 
- Two witnesses raptured to heaven (Revelation 11:19) 
- Seventh bowl and worst earthquake ever (Revelation 16:18)
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