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The Kingdom in the ________________ Age 
• We are about to look at the 13th chapter of Matthew, which might seem an 

out-of-the-way route to get back to Revelation, but all prophecy and all 
Scripture testifies to itself. 

• It would be incorrect and dangerous to look at a particular Scripture or 
prophecy, such as we find in Revelation, and try to interpret it based on our 
opinion or conjecture. 

- What we find as we look at the book of Matthew, which is the first book 
comprising the writings of this New Age, or New Covenant, or what we call 
the New Testament, is a picture of the Messiah. 
‣ The Messiah, the coming King, who is realized in Jesus Christ, has been 

promised throughout the Old Testament, which is the Preceding Age, 
and now, either Israel is going to accept Him, and will enter into the 
Millennial Age, or they won't. 

- What hasn't been foretold or even guessed at is this: what happens if the 
Messiah shows up for His Kingdom, and His servants reject Him? 
‣ That had never even been considered in the minds of Israel. 
‣ The expectation had always been that the King would come, we'll anoint 

and coronate Him, and there will finally be a great age of peace and 
prosperity that will reign over the house of David and his people Israel.. 

- Never had they even thought that the Messiah would show up and they 
would refuse His coming. 
‣ What would happen then? Would everything fall apart? Would God then 

cancel His promises? Would the Kingdom be abandoned? Would some 
other nation rise in Israel's place? 

• What some have tried to say is, yes, the Church takes Israel's place, and the 
Kingdom is finally established in the Church. 

- But we've already seen that the Church is not Israel, and does not take 
Israel's place in the final restoration of all things. 
‣ Last week we looked at the great climax of Israel's rejection of the 

Messiah is found in Matthew chapter 12. 

Jesus’ ________________ 
• Jesus describes for his followers what will happen next. 
• He does this through the use of parables. 
• Before we look at these parables, it's important that we understand how to 

interpret a parable. 
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•  Parable is given in public 
•  ________________ is given in private 
•  Little truth is given; What you do with that truth will either: 

 - ________________: Allow you to be given more truth 
‣ So you can know the mysteries of the kingdom - Spiritual insight 

 - ________________: Cause what you have to be taken away 
‣ Not for those in the darkness 

•  These parables contain truths 
 -  That are ________________ from the Old Testament 
 -  Because they are; “Kept hidden from the foundation of the world” 

•  The things that the Lord is talking about in Matthew 13 
 -  Are first time occasions 
 -  Are not found overtly in other Old Testament books 

•  The secret is not that Gentiles will be ________________(Eph 3:4) 
•  ________  ________________ is the secret (Isaiah 49:6) 

________________ A Parable 
• What is a parable? 

- It's basically a story through which a definite truth is related. 
‣ Scriptural parables, and especially those told by Jesus, should be 

treated correctly, so as not to distort the intended truth. 
1) Look for the Point. 

- When all the details, the ornaments that make the parable interesting and 
pleasing, are stripped away, what is at the heart of the story? 
‣ What one truth is being communicated? 
‣ There may be different parts to the parable, and there may be several 

truths seen in the interpretation, but if they are inconsistent with the 
main truth, they must be rejected. 

- To help find the point... 
‣ Determine how much of the parable is interpreted by Jesus himself. 
‣ Look for clues in the nature and details of the customs, practices, and 

elements that form the natural part of the parable. 
‣ Look for clues in the context. 

2) Don't Overdo. 
- Don't try to make every single word mean something. 
‣ As some explain, don't make it walk on all fours.” 
‣ There will be the natural story; there will be the main point: many times 

having to do with prophecy; and there will sometimes be a practical 
principle. 
‣ Having said this, we will try to gain the overall sense of what Jesus is 

communicating to us. 
‣
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3) Be Consistent. 
- Apply the same methodology, practices, and understanding for all. 
‣ Typically the same words have the same meaning. 
‣ Who is the audience, the same meaning that was meant for them is 

meant for us. 

Matthew 13 

Order Of Study 

Verse(s) Parable # Description

Matthew 13:3-9 1 Sower & 4 Soils

Matthew 13:10-17 Why Parables?

Matthew 13:18-23 Sower & 4 Soils Explained

Matthew 13:24-30 2 Tares & Wheat

Matthew 13:31-32 3 Mustard Seed

Matthew 13:33 4 Woman & Leaven

Matthew 13:34-35 Why Parables? (continued)

Matthew 13:36-43 Tares & Wheat Explained

Matthew 13:44 5 Treasure in the Field

Matthew 13:45-46 6 Pearl of Great Price

Matthew 13:46-50 7 Dragnet / Fishing Net

Verse(s) Parable # Description

Matthew 13:10-17, 34-35 Why Parables? (Part 1 & 2)

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 1 Sower & 4 Soils (Parable & Explanation)

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 2 Tares & Wheat (Parable & Explanation)

Matthew 13:31-32 3 Mustard Seed

Matthew 13:33 4 Woman & Leaven

Matthew 13:44 5 Treasure in the Field

Matthew 13:45-46 6 Pearl of Great Price

Matthew 13:46-50 7 Dragnet / Fishing Net
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10 And the disciples came up and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in 
parables?” 11 And Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. 12 For 
whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. 13 
Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and 
while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in their case the 
prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘You shall keep on listening, but 
shall not understand; And you shall keep on looking, but shall not perceive; 15 For 
the heart of this people has become dull, With their ears they scarcely hear, And 
they have closed their eyes, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with 
their ears, Understand with their heart, and return, And I would heal them.’ 16 But 
blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 For 
truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you 
see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. … 34 All 
these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and He did not speak anything 
to them without a parable. 35 This was so that what was spoken through the 
prophet would be fulfilled: “I will open My mouth in parables; I will proclaim things 
hidden since the foundation of the world.” (NASB) 

10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in 
parables?” 11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to 
know the [secrets or hidden truths] mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them 
it has not been given. 12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will 
have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away 
from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the 
prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall not 
understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive; 15 For the hearts of this 
people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have 
closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should 
understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.’ 16 But blessed 
are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to you 
that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see 
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. … 34 All these things Jesus spoke 
to the multitude in parables; and without a parable He did not speak to them, 
35 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: “I will open My 
mouth in parables; I will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world.” 
(NKJV) 
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Matthew 13:10 His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when 
you talk to the people?” 11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the 
secrets [mysteries] of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. 12 To those who 
listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an 
abundance of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little 
understanding they have will be taken away from them. 13 That is why I use these 
parables For they look, but they don’t really see. They hear, but they don’t really 
listen or understand. 14 This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that says, ‘When you hear 
what I say, you will not understand. When you see what I do, you will not 
comprehend. 15 For the hearts of these people are hardened, and their ears cannot 
hear, and they have closed their eyes—so their eyes cannot see, and their ears 
cannot hear, and their hearts cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me and let 
me heal them.’ 16 “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, 
because they hear. 17 I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see, but they didn’t see it. And they longed to hear what you 
hear, but they didn’t hear it. … 34 Jesus always used stories and illustrations like 
these when speaking to the crowds. In fact, he never spoke to them without using 
such parables. 35 This fulfilled what God had spoken through the prophet: “I will 
speak to you in parables. I will explain things hidden since the creation of the world.” 
(NLT) 

The ________________ ________________ Of Chapter 13 
• Not when the events of chapter 13 happened, but what time is Jesus speaking 

of? 
- When he says, “The kingdom of heaven is like...", which kingdom is he 

speaking of? 
- Last week we mentioned that there are several kingdoms mentioned in 

Scripture. 
‣ Is Jesus speaking of the Kingdom with reference to the Millennial 

Davidic reign? 
‣ Is he talking about God's universal kingdom? 
‣ Is he talking about God's spiritual kingdom? 
‣ Or is he talking about the mystery form of the kingdom? 

- We see the time frame by looking at two obvious clues. 
‣ One is the phrase, “the kingdom of heaven is like..." It is like. That can 

also be read, “the kingdom of the heavens has become like..." In either 
case, it says the same thing...the beginning of the time frame is within 
the age when Jesus is speaking. And he is speaking after having been 
rejected by Israel. 
‣ The other clue points to the end of the time frame, and it's found a 

couple of times in the chapter, specifically at verse 49. 
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Matthew 13:49 "That is the way it will be at the end of the world. The angels will 
come and separate the wicked people from the righteous,” (NLT) 

‣ That's the end of the age. So what we see described here is the Mystery 
form of the kingdom, the kingdom from the rejection of Christ by Israel 
until He shall finally be accepted by Israel at His Second Coming. 

________________ to Chapter 13 
• Some of this is interpreted by Jesus. 
• Whatever is figurative or symbolic has been used elsewhere in the Bible. 

- We can use the meanings we see clearly outlined at other places to help us 
with the meanings in this chapter. 

• Verses 51 & 52 give a good understanding of the whole chapter. 

Matthew 13:51 “Do you understand all these things?” “Yes,” they said, “we do.” 
52 Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who becomes a disciple in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a homeowner who brings from his storeroom new gems 
of truth as well as old.” (NLT) 

• It seems that Jesus, wanting the disciples to understand the parables that have 
preceded in this chapter, gives them one more figure of speech just to make 
sure. 

- Did you understand? Yes. 
- Okay, well this has been your instruction in the Kingdom of this age. 
- It consists of teaching, some which is new, and some which is old. 
- If we follow this as our key, then we see that in verse 1 it says that Jesus left 

the house, sat, and taught an immense crowd of people. 
- In verse 36, its says that he left the crowd outside, went into the house and 

taught his disciples. 

Matthew 13:1 Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake. 2 A 
large crowd soon gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat there and 
taught as the people stood on the shore. (NLT) 

Matthew 13:36 Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went into the house. His 
disciples said, “Please explain to us the story of the weeds in the field.” (NLT) 

So we have ________________ things in the first four parables 

and ________________ things in the last three. 
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Matthew 13:3 And He told them many things in parables, saying, “Behold, the 
sower went out to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the 
birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not 
have much soil; and they sprang up immediately, because they had no depth of soil. 
(NASB) 6 But after the sun rose, they were scorched; and because they had no root, 
they withered away. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and 
choked them out. 8 But others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a 
hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times as much. 9 The one who has ears, let him 
hear.” … 18 “Listen then to the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one sown with seed beside the 
road. 20 The one sown with seed on the rocky places, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but 
is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution occurs because of the word, 
immediately he falls away. 22 And the one sown with seed among the thorns, this is 
the one who hears the word, and the anxiety of the world and the deceitfulness of 
wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 But the one sown with seed on 
the good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and produces, some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times as 
much.” (NASB) 

Matthew 13:3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a 
sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the 
birds came and devoured them. 5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not 
have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of 
earth. 6 But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root 
they withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and 
choked them. 8 But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” … 
18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches 
away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 
20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only 
for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he 
who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who received seed on the 
good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” (NKJV) 
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Matthew 13:3 He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. 4 As he scattered them across his 
field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5 Other 
seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because 
the soil was shallow. 6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they 
didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up 
and choked out the tender plants. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 
produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had 
been planted! 9 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” … 
18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting seeds: 
19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about 
the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away 
the seed that was planted in their hearts. 20 The seed on the rocky soil represents 
those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they 
don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have 
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22 The seed that fell among 
the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 
23 The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand 
God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much 
as had been planted!” (NLT) 

1) The ________________ of the Kingdom 
• The Soils (v.3-9; 18-23) 

- We learn several important facts about the kingdom during this present 
age. 

- Strategy ' Sowing 
‣ This age is characterized by the sowing of the seed. 
‣ (What is the seed? It is the Message; the Word; it is the good news that 

the Messiah has come and whosoever will may come.) 
- Success ' Scattered 
‣ In this age there is a marked difference in the reception of the seed 

between soils. 
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- Symptom ' Sin 
‣ You see here opposition from the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

• You can see the ultimate response in one of two ways: either there is here 
simply the description of various levels of response (30-60-100) or you see 
here a picture signifying decreasing response (100-60-30). 

Matthew 13:8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that 
was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! (NLT) 

Matthew 13:8 But others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundred, 
some sixty, and some thirty times as much. (NASB) 

- But what is central is that this is the strategy of this age. 

Mark 4:13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this 
parable, how will you understand all the other parables?” (NLT) 

- The remaining parables deal with the development of this seed-sowing 
program. 

24 Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while his men were sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and left. 26 And when the wheat 
sprouted and produced grain, then the weeds also became evident. 27 And the 
slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 And he said to them, ‘An enemy has 
done this!’ The slaves *said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to go and gather them 
up?’ 29 But he *said, ‘No; while you are gathering up the weeds, you may uproot 
the wheat with them. 30 Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and at the 
time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather up the weeds and bind 
them in bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” … 36 Then He 
left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 And He said, “The one who 
sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 38 and the field is the world; and as for the 
good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the weeds are the sons of the 
evil one; 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end 
of the age; and the reapers are angels. 40 So just as the weeds are gathered up and 
burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send 
forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and 
those who commit lawlessness, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire; 
in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will 



Endgame: Study Of Revelation
 

Chapter 10

shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. The one who has ears, let him 
hear. (NASB) 

24 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 
his field; 25 but while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. 26 But 
when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then 
the tares also appeared. 27 So the servants of the owner 
came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28 He said to 
them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The servants said to him, 
‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’ 29 But he 
said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot 
the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the 
harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 

“First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.” ’ ” … 36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into 
the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 
tares of the field.” 37 He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed 
is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the 
kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 39 The enemy who sowed 
them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. 
40 Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end 
of this age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of 
His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, 42 and will 
cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear! (NKJV) 

24 Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who 
planted good seed in his field. 25 But that night as the workers slept, his enemy 
came and planted weeds among the wheat, then slipped away. 26 When the crop 
began to grow and produce grain, the weeds also grew. 27 “The farmer’s workers 
went to him and said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that good seed is full of 
weeds! Where did they come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer 
exclaimed. “‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked. 29 “‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll 
uproot the wheat if you do. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. Then I will 
tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds, tie them into bundles, and burn them, and 
to put the wheat in the barn.’” … 36 Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went 
into the house. His disciples said, “Please explain to us the story of the weeds in the 
field.” 37 Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants the good seed. 
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38 The field is the world, and the good seed represents the people of the Kingdom. 
The weeds are the people who belong to the evil one. 39 The enemy who planted 
the weeds among the wheat is the devil. The harvest is the end of the world, and the 
harvesters are the angels. 40 “Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of the world. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and 
they will remove from his Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 
42 And the angels will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their 
Father’s Kingdom. Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand! (NLT) 

2) _________________ _________________ of the Kingdom 
• The Wheat & Weeds (v.24-30; 36-43) 

- This parable is also interpreted by Jesus. Again, we get several important 
facts. 

- “Tares” is a species of rye-grass. The seeds are a strong poison and it 
resembles wheat until the ear appears, and only then is the difference seen. 
‣ You will know them by their “fruit.” 

- Corrupt Individuals 
‣ The true sowing will be imitated by what is false. 
‣ This will be initiated by Satan. 
‣ There will be side-by-side development. 
‣ The only way to tell the difference: Fruitfulness or Fruitlessness. 

- At the end of the age there will be judgment for the wicked, but immediate 
paradise for the righteous. 
‣ Think: Rapture: Tribulation 

31 He presented another parable to them, saying, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
person took and sowed in his field; 32 and this is smaller 
than all the other seeds, but when it is fully grown, it is 
larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds of the sky come and nest in its branches.” 
(NASB) 

31 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and sowed in his field, 32 which indeed is the least 
of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than 
the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and nest in its branches.” (NKJV) 
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31 Here is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard 
seed planted in a field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of 
garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and make nests in its branches.” 
(NLT) 

3) ________________ ________________ of the Kingdom 
• The Mustard Tree (v.31-32) 

- Corrupt Institutions 
‣ There is abnormal external growth. 
‣ What was intended to be an herb has become a tree. 
‣ This tree has become a resting place for birds. 

- In the first parable birds were bad they were against the purposes of God.  
‣ So here it would seem that the whole has become so large, there is now 

place for those against the purposes of God. 
- Here's a real IMPORTANT point:  
‣ Jesus is not suggesting a remedy or solution, only describing a reality.  
‣ Some would look at this parable and say, “Aha! We should stay small 

and secluded and we wouldn't have that problem.” 
‣ That's not the thrust of the parable. 
‣ Jesus is simply showing us a recognizable reality as the Kingdom 

enlarges in a visible way, by its growth it will allow access for those that 
are actively opposed to the purposes of the Kingdom. 
‣ UNAVOIDABLE. 

33 He spoke another parable to them: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three [48lbs] sata of flour 
until it was all leavened.” (NASB) 

33 Another parable He spoke to them: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three measures of meal 
till it was all leavened.” (NKJV) 

33 Jesus also used this illustration: “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread. Even though 
she put only a little yeast in three measures of flour, it permeated every part of the 
dough.” (NLT) 
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4) ________________ ________________ of the Kingdom 
• The Leaven in the Meal (v.33) 

- Corrupt Isms 
- Leaven is consistently used to portray that which is evil. 
‣  (Ex. 12:15; Lev 2:11; Matt 16:6; Mark 8:15; 1 Cor 5:6,8; Gal 5:9) 

- Meal was used in the Old Testament in connection with the sweet-savor 
offerings and was a type of the person of Christ. 

- Put the 2 together and you see a corruption not only of the purposes of the 
Kingdom, but of the person of Christ. 

- There would be many “isms", each proclaiming to know the “true" Christ, 
but misrepresenting Him badly. 

The ________________ of the ________________ 
• Understanding the Course of the Present Age. 

- What is the outline of events and purposes? 
‣ Christ is rejected by Israel. 
‣ Then what? 
‣ Matthew 13 gives a picture. 

- The Parable of the Soils shows that the Word will be sown throughout the 
course of the age. 

- The Parable of the Weeds shows that the sowing will be imitated by a false 
sowing. 

- The Parable of the Mustard Tree shows that the kingdom will grow very 
large externally, but… 
‣ Both that parable and the Parable of the Leaven show that there will be 

internal corruption. 
• Which brings us to the last three parables. 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden 
in the field, which a man found and hid again; and 
from joy over it he goes and sells everything that he 
has, and buys that field. (NASB) 

44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and 
for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. (NKJV) 

44 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a 
man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, 
he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get 
enough money to buy the field. (NLT) 
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5) The Nation of ________________ 
• The Treasure (v.44) 

- What do we see here? 
‣ The relationship of Israel to this present age. 
‣ This is a real important question. We left Israel at the end of chapter 12. 
‣ Through the first part of this chapter we have seen the new thing that 

God was going to do in establishing his church. 
- But God hasn't forgot Israel. 
‣ He is the Man who is purchasing a treasure. 
‣ The purchase was made on the Cross. 
‣ The treasure is not seen by men, but is out of sight for now. 
‣ But the man knows it is there. 
‣ Christ has laid the foundation for Israel's acceptance in this age. 
‣ He does not come into possession of the treasure in this age, only the 

place where the treasure resides. 
‣ Israel is now in blindness. 
‣ But the foundation for her eventual restoration is found in the church. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
seeking fine pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold everything that he had 
and bought it. (NASB) 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
seeking beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found 
one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had 
and bought it. (NKJV) 

45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant 
on the lookout for choice pearls. 46 When he 

discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it!” 
(NLT) 

6) The ________________ 
• The Pearl (v.45-46) 

- There is actually disagreement on whether this refers to the Remnant of 
Israel or to the Church. 
‣ I think the Church fits as the better answer. 

- We see here another treasure, but this one, a pearl, has two main 
properties: 

- Adversity 
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‣ the formulation and worth of the treasure comes about through 
adversity 

- Adornment 
‣ The church, like the pearl, can only become His adornment by being 

lifted out of the place where it was formed. (Again, think Rapture-
Tribulation) 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered 
fish of every kind; 48 and when it was filled, 
they pulled it up on the beach; and they sat 
down and gathered the good fish into 
containers, but the bad they threw away. 49 So 
it will be at the end of the age: the angels will 
come forth and remove the wicked from among 
the righteous, 50 and they will throw them into 
the furnace of fire; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NASB) 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every kind, 48 which, when 
it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into 
vessels, but threw the bad away. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, 50 and cast them into the 
furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (NKJV) 

47 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown into the water 
and caught fish of every kind. 48 When the net was full, they dragged it up onto the 
shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish into crates, but threw the bad ones away. 
49 That is the way it will be at the end of the world. The angels will come and 
separate the wicked people from the righteous, 50 throwing the wicked into the 
fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NLT) 

7) The Judgment of ________________ after the __________________ 
• The Drag-Net (v. 47-50) 

- Jesus said that he wanted to make his disciples fishers of men. 
‣ But there will come a day when the nets will be full, and God will sit and 

sort the righteous from the unrighteous. 
‣ He'll put the bass and crappie on one side and throw the gar, bowfin 

into the other. 
- These seem to be overall descriptions of the age, and we can't get too 

much on specific times from them. 
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The ________________ of the Present Age 
• Keep “last days" for the Church separate from “last days" for Israel. 

- The Church 
‣ Last Days (latter days, last times) for the Church 
‣ Ends with the Rapture of the Church 

- Israel 
‣ Last Days for Israel 
‣ Ends after the Rapture of the Church, at the Second Coming of Christ. 

• Without keeping these two separate, there is confusion over the signs of His 
Coming. 

- There are no signs for the Church. 
- It is an imminent event - it could happen at any time, like a thief in the night.  
- But there are ________________ for Israel. 

• But there are ________________ that will be present in the Church at the end of 
the Church Age. 

- Conditions in the Last Days of the Church 
‣ Denial of God - Luke 17:26; 2 Tim 3:4-5 
‣ Denial of Christ - 1 John 2:18; 1 John 4:3; 2 Pet 2:6 
‣ Denial of Christ's return - 2 Pet 3:3-4 
‣ Denial of the Faith - 1 Tim 4:1-2; Jude 3 
‣ Denial of Sound Doctrine - 2 Tim 4:3-4 
‣ Denial of the Separated Life - 2 Tim 3:1-7 
‣ Denial of Christian Liberty - 1 Tim 4:3-4 
‣ Denial of Morals - 2 Tim 3:1-8, 13; Jude 18 
‣ Denial of Authority - 2 Tim 3:4 

Is Rapture More than a State of ________________ ________________? 
• That question comes from word processor. That's the only listed definition for 

the word rapture. 
- Does Scripture have anything to say about the Second Coming of Christ? 
‣ Absolutely. You can search in any Bible and find the words Second 

Coming. 
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________________ Of Words 
• Parousia 

- Coming: παρουσία; (Greek - parousia [par-oo-see'-ah]); (a) presence, (b) a 
coming, an arrival, advent, especially of the second coming of Christ. From 
parōn, "be present, arrive to enter into a situation") – properly, coming, 
especially the arrival of the owner who alone can deal with a situation. It is a 
"technical term with reference to the visit of a king or some other official, 'a 
royal visit' “ – "hence, in the NT, specifically of the Advent or Parousia of 
Christ.” It is "used in the east as a technical expression for the royal visit of a 
king, or emperor. The word means literally 'the being beside,' thus, 'the 
personal presence' " 
‣ Occurs 24 times in the New Testament; 
‣ 22 times is translated coming, 
‣ The other 2 times translated presence. 
‣ Meaning most closely represents presence connected with how the 

presence is accomplished - the coming of the individual. 
‣ Used for the rapture: 1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thess 2:19; 4:15; 5:23; 2 Thess 2:1; 

James 5:7,8; 2 Peter 3:4(?); 1 John 2:29 
‣ Also used for the coming of Christ with the Church (the 2nd coming). 

• Apokalupsis 
- Reveal (v): apokaluptó; (Greek - apokaluptó [ap-ok-al-oop'-to]); To uncover, 

bring to light, reveal. Apó, "away from" and /kalýptō, "to cover") – properly, 
uncover, revealing what is hidden (veiled, obstructed), especially its inner 
make-up; (figuratively) to make plain (manifest), particularly what is 
immaterial (invisible). 
‣ Occurs 26 times as a verb in the New Testament. 
‣ Reveal or Revealed. 

- Revelation (n): ἀποκάλυψις; (Greek - apokalupsis [ap-ok-al’-oop-sis]); an 
uncovering; an unveiling, uncovering, revealing, revelation. Principally used 
of the revelation of Jesus Christ (the Word), especially a particular (spiritual) 
manifestation of Christ (His will) previously unknown to the extent (because 
"veiled, covered"). 
‣ Occurs 18 times as a noun in the New Testament. 
‣ Translated as Revelation 
‣ Depending on translation one time as: manifestation, revealing 

(revealed), lighten, the coming, or appearing 
‣ Used for the Rapture: 1 Pet 4:13; 2 Thess 1:7; Luke 17:30 
‣ Also used for the 2nd Coming. 
‣ The meaning is of being revealed, especially as to character and glory. 
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• Epiphaneia 
- Appearance: ἐπιφάνεια; (Greek - epiphaneia [ep-if-an'-i-ah]); appearing, 

manifestation, glorious display. Epí, "on, fitting," which intensifies /phaínō, 
"show forth, appear")– properly, a fitting manifestation (literally, "an 
epiphany"). 
‣ Some form of the word is used 6 times in the NT, usually translated 

appearing. 
‣ Rapture: 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Tim 4:8 
‣ Second Coming: 2 Tim 4:1; Titus 2:13 

What does it ________________? 
• So these three words as used to describe the return of Christ in the New 

Testament tell us this: 
1) Christ will be visibly present 
2) His glory will be revealed 
3) He will be fully manifested 

Homework: 
• Read Revelation Chapters 10 and 11 

- Who are the Two Witnesses? 
- Justify your answer with Scripture(s). 
- Why were the Seven Thunders not recorded?


