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Chapter 11 __________________ 
• Temple measured 

- Outer court given to GENTILES 
- 42 months 
‣ 3.5 years 

• Two witnesses empowered 
- 1260 days 
‣ 3.5 years 

• The place: Jerusalem. 
• The time: the fist half of the 70th week of Daniel. 
• In Chapters 11-14, we will get an amplification of the elements. 

- Note the distinction between Jews and Gentiles reappearing, suggesting 
the OT dispensation. 

- This chapter begins on the earth but ends in heaven (v.19). 
• In Chapters 11-14 are parenthetical. 

‣ The 7th trumpet will signal the completion of the wrath of God (15:1). 
‣ Mid-point of the book? 

** It is important to remember our guiding principles in interpreting prophecy, 
especially the fundamental guideline that we interpret things literally whenever 
possible. It is not only possible in this chapter, it is necessary. ** 

Revelation 11:1 Then there was given to me a measuring rod like a staff; and 
someone said, “Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those 
who worship in it. 2 Leave out the courtyard which is outside the temple and do not 
measure it, because it has been given to the nations; and they will trample the holy 
city for forty-two months. (NASB) 

Revelation 11:1 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, 
saying, “Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship 
there. 2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, 
for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for 
forty-two months. (NKJ) 
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Revelation 11:1 Then I was given a measuring stick, and I was told, “Go and 
measure the Temple of God and the altar, and count the number of worshipers. 
2 But do not measure the outer courtyard, for it has been turned over to the nations. 
They will trample the holy city for 42 months. (NLT) 

__________________ Stick 
• This reckoning or measuring is equivalent to claiming it. 

- What is being measured (reclaimed)? 
‣ Temple: ναός; (Greek - naos [nah-os']); a temple, a shrine, that part of 

the temple where God himself resides, (sacred abode), the place of 
divine manifestation. 
‣ Temple: ἱερόν; (Greek - hieron [hee-er-on']); a temple, either the whole 

building, or specifically the outer courts, open to worshippers. 
‣ God is claiming the temple as HIS. 

- What Temple? The Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D. 
‣ Roman procurator, Gessius Florus loved money and hated Jews. 
‣ When tax revenues were low, he seized silver from the temple. 
‣ In A.D. 66, he sent troops into Jerusalem who massacred 3,600 citizens. 
‣ Begins the first Jewish revolt. 
‣ Jerusalem expels and kills Roman troops; Judea and Galilee follow. 
‣ The Jewish Revolt began overthrowing the Roman stronghold at 

Masada. 
‣ Cestius Callus, the Roman governor of the region, marched from Syria 

with twenty thousand soldiers. 
‣ He besieged Jerusalem for six months, yet failed. 
‣ He left six thousand dead Roman soldiers, not to mention weaponry that 

the Jewish defenders picked up and used. 
‣ Emperor Nero then sent Vespasian, a decorated general, to quell the 

Judean rebellion. 
‣ Vespasian put down the opposition in Galilee, then in Transjordan, then 

in Idumea. He circled in on Jerusalem. But before the coup de grace, 
Nero died. 
‣ Vespasian became embroiled in a leadership struggle that concluded 

with the eastern armies calling for him to be emperor. One of his first 
imperial acts was to appoint his son Titus to conduct the Jewish War. 
‣ Roman legions surrounded the city and in 70 A.D. ransacked the city, 

and destroyed the Temple. In 73 A. D. the stronghold at Masada fell. 
‣ The rebuilding of the Temple is required for this verse to take place. 
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• The Rod 
- Rod: ׁשֵבֶט; (Hebrew - shebet [shay'-bet]); rod, staff, club, scepter, tribe. (for 

smiting, chastisement, counting sheep, symbol of conquest) 
‣ Ps 64:2; Jer 10:16; 51:19 
‣ Lam 3:1; Ezekiel 19:11, 14; 20:37 

Psalm 78:55 He also drove out the nations from them And apportioned them as an 
inheritance by measurement, And had the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. (NASB) 

Jeremiah 10:16 The Portion of Jacob is not like these; For He is the [Fashioner] 
Maker of everything, And Israel is the tribe of His inheritance; The Lord of armies is 
His name. (NASB) 

Jeremiah 51:19 The portion of Jacob is not like these; For He is the [Fashioner] 
Maker of everything, And of the tribe [scepter] of His inheritance; The Lord of armies 
is His name. (NASB) 

- In Revelation, an instrument of __________________ 
‣ Rev 2:27; 12:5; 19:15 

Revelation 2:27 and he shall rule [shepherd] them with a rod of iron, as the vessels 
of the potter are shattered, as I also have received authority from My Father; (NASB) 

Revelation 12:5 And she gave birth to a Son, a male, who is going to rule 
[shepherd] all the nations [Gentiles] with a rod of iron; and her Child was caught up 
to God and to His throne. (NASB) 

Revelation 19:15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may 
strike down the nations, and He will rule [shepherd] them with a rod of iron; and He 
treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 
 (NASB) 

- Measurements indicate __________________ to judgment 
‣ Jer 31:38-39; Zech 2:1-2 

Jeremiah 31:38 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when the city will 
be rebuilt for the Lord from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 39 The 
measuring line will go out farther straight ahead, to the hill Gareb; then it will turn to 
Goah. (NASB) 
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Zechariah 2:1 Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man with 
a measuring line in his hand. 2 So I said, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, 
“To measure Jerusalem, to see how wide it is and how long it is.” (NASB) 

- Preamble to __________________ 
‣ Lam 2:8; 2 Kgs 21:13; Isa 34:11; Amos 7:8 

Lamentations 2:8 The Lord determined to destroy The wall of the daughter of Zion. 
He has stretched out a line, He has not restrained His hand from [engulfing] 
destroying, And He has caused rampart and wall to mourn; They have languished 
together. (NASB) 

2 Kings 21:13 I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria and the plummet of 
the house of Ahab, and I will wipe Jerusalem clean just as one wipes a bowl, wiping 
it and turning it upside down. (NASB) 

Isaiah 34:8 For the Lord has a day of vengeance, A year of retribution for the 
[controversy] cause of Zion. 9 [Edom’s] Its streams will be turned into pitch, And its 
loose earth into brimstone, And its land will become burning pitch. 10 It will not be 
extinguished night or day; Its smoke will go up forever. From generation to 
generation it will be desolate; None will pass through it forever and ever. 11 But 
[owl; or jackdaw] pelican and hedgehog will possess it, And [great horned owl] owl 
and raven will dwell in it; And He will stretch over it the line of [formlessness] 
desolation And the plumb line of emptiness. (NASB) 

Amos 7:8 And the Lord said to me, “What do you see, Amos?” And I said, “A plumb 
line.” Then the Lord said, “Behold I am about to put a plumb line In the midst of My 
people Israel. I will not spare them any longer. 
 (NASB) 

- Judgment __________________ at the House of God 
‣ 1 Peter 4:17; 1 Cor 5:12; Matt 18:15-17 

1 Peter 4:17 For it is time for judgment to begin [from] with the household of God; 
and if it begins [from] with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? (NASB) 

Matthew 18:15 “Now if your brother sins [against you], go and [correct] show him 
his fault in private [between you and him alone]; if he listens to you, you have gained 
your brother. 16 But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so 
that on the testimony of two or three witnesses every [word] matter may be 
confirmed. 17 And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he 
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refuses to listen even to the church, he is to be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.” (NASB) 

- Measurement is in __________________ of the Lord’s coming to dwell upon 
the earth 
‣ In Ezekiel 40:2; Zech 2 

Ezekiel 40:1 In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the 
tenth of the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was taken, on this very day 
the hand of the Lord was upon me and He brought me there. 2 In the visions of God 
He brought me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain, and on it 
to the south there was something like a structure of a city. 3 So He brought me 
there; and behold, there was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of 
bronze, with a thread of flax and a measuring [reed] rod in his hand; and he was 
standing in the gateway. 4 And the man said to me, “Son of man, see with your eyes, 
hear with your ears, and [set your heart] pay attention to all that I am going to show 
you; for you have been brought here in order to show it to you. Declare to the house 
of Israel all that you see.” (NASB) (verses 5-49 Measurements Relating to the Temple) 

Zechariah 2:1 Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man with 
a measuring line in his hand. 2 So I said, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, 
“To measure Jerusalem, to see how wide it is and how long it is.” 3 And behold, the 
angel who had been speaking with me was going out, and another angel was going 
out to meet him. 4 And he said to him, “Run, speak to that young man there, saying, 
‘Jerusalem will be inhabited as open country because of the multitude of people 
and cattle within it. 5 But I,’ declares the Lord, ‘will be a wall of fire to her on all sides, 
and I will be the glory in her midst.’” 6 “You there! Flee from the land of the north,” 
declares the Lord, “because I have spread you out like the four winds of the 
heavens,” declares the Lord. 7 “You, Zion! Escape, you who are living with the 
daughter of Babylon.” 8 For the Lord of armies says this: “After glory He has sent me 
against the nations that plunder you, for the one who touches you, touches the 
[pupil] apple of His eye. 9 For behold, I am going to wave My hand over them so 
that they will be plunder for their slaves. Then you will know that the Lord of armies 
has sent Me. 10 Shout for joy and rejoice, daughter of Zion; for behold I am coming 
and I will dwell in your midst,” declares the Lord. 11 “And many nations will join 
themselves to the Lord on that day and will become My people. Then I will dwell in 
your midst, and you will know that the Lord of armies has sent Me to you. 12 And 
the Lord will [inherit] possess Judah as His portion in the holy land, and will again 
choose Jerusalem. 13 “[Hush] Be silent, all [flesh] mankind, before the Lord; for He 
has roused Himself from His holy dwelling.” (NASB) 
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__________________ Commanded to Measure 
• There were no chapter divisions in the original writings, so it seems that the 

angel who had been speaking at the end of chapter 10, is the same at the 
beginning of chapter 11. 

- John's perspective is from earth.  
- The Temple is an earthly temple, the rebuilt temple. 
- In Old Testament prophets saw other men measuring. Here, John is doing 

the measuring. 
- Told to measure the Temple, the inner court, the Holy Place and Holy of 

Holies. 
- The act of measuring signifies that an area belongs to God in some special 

way. 
‣ It is an evaluation of His property. 

• Measuring in the Bible is often a symbol of preparation either for destruction 
or preservation. 

- In Zechariah 2 a man is seen measuring Jerusalem. 
- In Ezekiel 40 a man measures the Temple of the future kingdom. 
- In Numbers 35:5 Moses was instructed to measure the towns for the 

Levites. 
- In Psalm 60:6 God would measure an area for judgment. 

• God will permit Gentile dominion and persecution of Israel, but He will judge 
her persecutors (just as He always has). 

- God is the judge of man's worship and man's character and all must give an 
account to Him. 
‣ Romans 3:23 

Numbers 35:5 You shall also measure outside the city on the east side two 
thousand cubits, on the south side two thousand cubits, on the west side two 
thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits, with the city in the 
center. This shall become theirs as pasture lands for the cities. (NASB) 

Psalm 60:6 God has spoken in His holiness [sanctuary]: “I will triumph, I will divide 
up Shechem, and measure out the Valley of Succoth. (NASB) 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (NASB) 

Revelation 11:2 Leave out the courtyard which is outside the temple and do not 
measure it, because it has been given to the nations; and they will trample the holy 
city for forty-two months. (NASB) 
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Revelation 11:2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 
measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city 
underfoot for forty-two months. (NKJ) 

Revelation 11:2 But do not measure the outer courtyard, for it has been turned 
over to the nations. They will trample the holy city for 42 months. (NLT) 

__________________ __________________ 
• Outer courtyard. 

- Leave out: ἐκβάλλω; (Greek - ekballo [pronunciation]); to cast out; I throw 
(cast, put) out; I banish; I bring forth, produce. (With or without violence) 
Drive out; cast out; expel; compel one to depart; draw out with force; cause 
to move to its intended goal. Without violence - draw out, extract; bring 
forth; leave out, not receive; lead somewhere with force which cannot be 
resisted. 

- The Gentiles have taken over Jerusalem (!) 
‣ Luke 21:24 
‣ Until Zech 14:3-4 

• The Holy City 
- Which Holy City? 
- Rome? 
- Jerusalem? 

‣ No other so designated 
‣ Neh 11:1,18; Isa 52:1; Dan 9:24; Mt 4:5; 27:52,53 

Luke 21:24 and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into 
all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. (NASB) 

Zechariah 14:1 Behold, a day is coming for the Lord when the spoils taken from 
you will be divided among you. 2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem 
to battle, and the city will be taken, the houses plundered, the women raped, and 
half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be eliminated from the city. 
3 Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a 
day of battle. 4 On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in 
front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle 
from east to west forming a very large valley. Half of the mountain will move toward 
the north, and the other half toward the south. 5 And you will flee by the valley of My 
mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as 
you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord, my 
God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him! (NASB) 
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Nehemiah 11:1 Now the leaders of the people lived in Jerusalem, but the rest of 
the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while 
nine-tenths remained in the other cities. (NASB) 

Isaiah 52:1 Awake, awake, Clothe yourself in your strength, Zion; Clothe yourself 
with your beautiful garments, Jerusalem, the holy city; For the uncircumcised and 
the unclean Will no longer come into you. (NASB) 

Daniel 9:24 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, 
to [bring an end] finish the wrongdoing, to [seal up] make an end of sin, to make 
atonement for guilt, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy Place. (NASB) 

__________________-Week Designations 
• This is the most documented period of time in the Bible 

- More definitely marked for literal interpretation than that which limits the 
time of future judgment upon the earth preceding the Millennium. 

- The literalness of the fulfillment of the 69 weeks of Daniel 9:25 is a 
guarantee of the literalness of the seven-year duration of the 70th week. 

• Half of the (70th) week of years 
- Dan 9:27; Rev 12:14 

• 1260 days [1st half?] 
- Rev 11:3; 12:6 

• 42 months [2nd half?] 
- Rev 11:2; 13:5 

• Time, times, the dividing of time [2nd half?] 
- Dan 7;25; 12:7 Rev 12:14 
- “Times” = dual; used of years  

‣ Dan 4:16, 23, 25 

Daniel 9:25 So you are to know and understand that from the issuing of a decree to 
restore and rebuild Jerusalem, until Messiah the Prince, there will be seven weeks 
and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with streets and moat, even in times of 
distress. (NASB) 

The __________________ of the Temple 
• Jesus 

- Matthew 24:15 
• Paul 

- 2 Thessalonians 2:4 
• John 

- Revelation 11:1, 2 
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Matthew 24:15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was 
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place— let the reader 
understand [the reader is to understand]— 16 then those who are in Judea must flee 
to the mountains. 17 Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get things 
out of his house. 18 And whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. 
19 But woe to those women who are pregnant, and to those who are nursing babies 
in those days! 20 Moreover, pray that when you flee, it will not be in the winter, or on 
a Sabbath. 21 For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred 
since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will again. 22 And if those days 
had not been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect 
those days will be cut short.” (NASB) 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come 
unless the [falling away from the faith] apostasy comes first, and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself 
above [everyone who is called God] every so-called god or object of worship, so 
that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. (NASB) 

The __________________ of God 
• Names 

- Tabernacle 
- Solomon’s Temple 
- Zerubbabel’s Temple 
- Herod’s Temple (“2nd Temple”) 
- “3rd” Temple 
- Millennial Temple 
- Heaven 
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Southern Conjecture (A)

Southern Conjecture (B)
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__________________ View 

The Temple has been traditionally assumed to have been located where the Muslim 
Dome of the Rock is located. Most experts currently doubt this location and suspect 
that it was either north or south of the traditional location.  

__________________ Conjecture 

Based on alignment with Golden (Shushan) Gate, certain rock outcroppings, etc. He 
believes that actual site of Holy of Holies and the Ark of the Covenant was at the 
Dome of the Tablets (also known as the Dome of the Spirits). Note: This conjecture 
suggest that the Dome of the Rock is actually in the Outer Court (The Court of the 
Gentiles) and this is particularly provocative in light of Rev 11:1,2. 

The Northern Hypothesis is suggested by Dr. Asher Kaufman (his book is published 
in Hebrew, except for an acknowledgement page which credits Chuck Missler as a 
sponsor of his research). 

Tuvia Sagiv: The __________________ Conjecture (A) 

Why south of the Dome of the Rock is also likely: 

The Hulda Gates: According to the Mishna, difference in heights between the Hulda 
Gates and the Holy of Holies was approximately 10 meters, with about 39° between 
the entrance to the Temple Mount and the level of the Temple. Dome of the Rock 
proposals require 20 meters and 80° separations. Current assumptions of tunnels is 
not mentioned in ancient sources. This suggests a lower, more southern location.  

Where was Antonia’s Tower? The Antonia was located to the north, according to 
ancient sources, on a hill about 25 meters high. The current El Omriah school 
building is on a rock only 5 meters high. For many stratigraphic and other 
considerations it is doubtful that this was the actual location of the Antonia.  

The Moat (Fosse): According to ancient sources, the Antonia and the Temple Mount 
were adjacent to each other. The moat would be to the north of the Tower for 
protection, placing the Antonia about where the Dome of the Rock stands today.  

The View from the North: Josephus Flavius describes the fact that the Bizita Hill was 
located north of the Temple Mount and obscured the view of the Temple from the 
north.  
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Norma Robertson (2018): The __________________ Conjecture (B) 

What can the location of the Akra (Acra) tell us? A huge fort called the Akra/tower 
had been built by the Grecians, cutting off the Temple from the City of David. It was 
once located south of the south wall of the Solomon Temple compound. It was built 
in between the City of David and the Temple cutting the city off from the Temple. 
The ruins of the fort/tower has been uncovered in the Givati parking lot built on 
a shelf of the Tyropoen valley just north of the old City of David.  The Temple, pre 
Herod, had to be close enough to look into it from the top of the Tower.  That is not 
possible if the Temple was on the peak of the mount on the Dome of the Rock 
platform. The Temple had to be lower down from the peak of the Mount, down on 
the hill Ophel. 

So the facts so far are; the eastern ridge had three levels, the City of David, the 
Ophel hill and the peak of the Mount, which is now covered by the Dome of the 
Rock.  The eastern ridge, pre-Herod, was at least 450 feet thinner, west to east, than 
the Temple Mount is today, cutting off 150 feet from the west side and 300 from the 
east side. The excavation (in 2015) of the Akra demands a lower location for the 
Temple. 

__________________ History  
• 70 A.D. Fall of Jerusalem 
• 132 A.D. Bar Kochba Revolt 
• 135 A.D.  Romans regain Jerusalem 

- Aelia Capitolina built over city ruins 
- Temple to Jupiter built over the site of the Jewish Temple 
- An Equestrian Statue of Hadrian was installed over the Holy of Holies 

‣ Jerome’s equestrian statue of Hadrian—marking the location of the Holy 
of Holies—would be where the Al-Kas fountain is today. 

‣ This, incidentally, would prevent anyone from inadvertently walking over 
that spot. 

• Three defendable alternatives 
- Only careful archaeological investigation will resolve this. 
- Aggressive attempts by the WAQF (Jordan High Council) to obliterate all 

evidences of Jewish historical presence is destroying artifacts by the 
truckload. 

- Time will tell.


