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** Idioms or symbols are consistent throughout scripture. 
Can I take the text literally? 
Is the meaning explained in Scripture? 
Where else does this idiom (symbol) appear in the Bible? 

- Deeper into these next week. 

Revelation 11:19 Then, in heaven, the Temple of God was opened and the Ark of 
his covenant could be seen inside the Temple. Lightning flashed, thunder crashed 
and roared, and there was an earthquake and a terrible hailstorm. (NLT) 

________________ in Heaven and Earth 
• Lighting, thunder, hail 

- This is an indication that there are important and serious judgments to 
come. 

- More importantly, God will be dealing with Israel, the people of the 
Covenant. 

• Chapter 12 is one of the most important chapters in the Bible. 
- An overview of the enigma of Israel, without which the Bible cannot be fully 

understood. 
‣ The Woman, the Man Child and the Dragon 

- The Ark 
‣ Contained the two stone tablets inscribed with the Ten Commandments 
‣ Was the most sacred object of the tabernacle and later in the temple in 

Jerusalem, where it was placed in an inner area called the Holy of 
Holies. 
‣ Also within the ark were the golden pot of manna, such as was provided 

by God in the wilderness wanderings (Exodus 16:4) and Aaron’s almond 
rod (Numbers 17:1-13).  

Hebrews 8:5 They serve in a system of worship that is only a copy, a shadow of the 
real one in heaven. For when Moses was getting ready to build the Tabernacle, God 
gave him this warning: “Be sure that you make everything according to the pattern I 
have shown you here on the mountain.” (NLT) 

- The Mercy Seat 
‣ On top of the ark was a lid called the mercy seat on which rested the 

cloud or visible symbol of the divine presence. 
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‣ Here God was supposed to be seated, and from this place He was 
supposed to dispense mercy to man when the blood of the atonement 
was sprinkled there. 
‣ It carries the idea of the removal of sin. 

Hebrews 9:5 and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy 
seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. (NKJV) 

‣ Mercy Seat: ἱλαστήριον; (Greek - hilastérion [hil-as-tay'-ree-on]); "to 
propitiate” (a) a sin offering, by which the wrath of the deity shall be 
appeased; a means of propitiation, (b) the covering of the ark, which 
was sprinkled with the atoning blood on the Day of Atonement. 

2 Samuel 6:2 And David [arose and went] departed from [Kiriath-jearim] Baale-
judah, with all the people who were with him, to bring up from there the ark of God 
which is called by the Name, the very name of the Lord of armies who is [sitting] 
enthroned above the cherubim. (NASB) 

1 Chronicles 13:6 David and all Israel went up to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath-jearim, 
which belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, the Lord who is 
enthroned above the cherubim, where His name is called. (NASB) 

Revelation 12:1 A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 
and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; 2 and she 
was pregnant and she *cried out, being in labor and in pain to give birth. (NASB) 

Revelation 12:1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then 
being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. (NKJV) 

Revelation 12:1 Then I witnessed in heaven an event of great significance. I saw a 
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve 
stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant, and she cried out because of her labor pains 
and the agony of giving birth. (NLT) 

The Woman Clothed with the Sun: ________________ 
• Great event 

- The NLT says “an event of great significance", the KJV says “a great wonder”. 
- We would call it a “sign", something that symbolizes a great reality. 
- There are actually about six times in Revelation that signs are given and only 

about half are from God, the others are works of Satan. 
‣ The sign here is seen “in heaven", but represents an earthly reality. 
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‣ We know this because all action that is subsequently described happens 
on earth. 
‣ “Travailing in birth" or “the pain of labor" - there was much pain in 

producing the Messiah. 
• Who is the Woman Clothed with the sun? 

- She is the woman from whom Christ came - Israel. 
‣ This is a good example of being literal when it's logically possible. 
‣ It's not possible here. 
‣ Clearly, this is symbolic (a sign in heaven). 
‣ We're told that much. 
‣ But what reality does it symbolize? 
‣ The reality of the Messiah, birthed through a nation. 

Four ________________ of Revelation 
• Jezebel 

- Rev 2:20 
• The Harlot 

- Rev 17, 18 
• Woman clothed with the Sun 

- Rev 12, Jer 3:20 
• The Bride 

- Rev 19:7; 21:2, 9 2 Cor 11:2 
‣ (Espoused Virgin) 

• Women = religion 
- 2 good; 2 evil. 
- If this woman is the bride, she is in a lot of trouble—she’s pregnant! 
‣ Jer 3:20,22 

- Jews, Gentiles, Church are distinct. 
‣ 1 Cor 10:32 

- “Israel as wife of YHWH” 
‣ Her identity is interpreted for us by Jacob in Gen 37:5-11 
‣ “Sun...moon...stars" obviously a reference to Gen 37:9-11 where Joseph 

tells his dream to his brothers. (Hebrew “Mazzeroth” / Modern “zodiac”) 

Genesis 37:5 One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about 
it, they hated him more than ever. 6 “Listen to this dream,” he said. 7 “We were out 
in the field, tying up bundles of grain. Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your 
bundles all gathered around and bowed low before mine!” 8 His brothers 
responded, “So you think you will be our king, do you? Do you actually think you will 
reign over us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dreams and the way 
he talked about them. 9 Soon Joseph had another dream, and again he told his 
brothers about it. “Listen, I have had another dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and 



Endgame: Study Of Revelation

Chapter 12

eleven stars bowed low before me!” 10 This time he told the dream to his father as 
well as to his brothers, but his father scolded him. “What kind of dream is that?” he 
asked. “Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow to the 
ground before you?” 11 But while his brothers were jealous of Joseph, his father 
wondered what the dreams meant. (NLT) 

The ________________ 
• Israel is described as a woman in travail in OT. 

- Isa 54:5; 66:7; Jer 3:6f; Micah 4:10; 5:2-3 
• She gives birth to the man-child. 

- Rev 12:5; Ps 2:9; Rev 2:27; Rev 19:15 
• This is Israel, not the Church. 

- Micah 4:9; 5:2 
• “Unto us a child is born...”. 

- Isa 9:6 
• “Seed of woman”. 

- Gal 3:16; Jer 31:31 
• The Messianic Line begins. 

- Gen 3:15 

“________________ Theology” 
• There is a widely held view that: 

- When Israel rejected her messiah she forfeited the promises to her;  
- These promises devolve upon the Church, thus, becoming “spiritual Israel.” 

• Israel appears 75 times in the New Testament; each time it refers to national 
Israel—including the solitary ostensible exception in Gal 6:16: the kai 
grammatically sets apart the “Israel of God” from the church, and prevents any 
synonymy [Lindsey; Johnson; Fruchtenbaum; et al.] 

Major ________________ 
• The promises involved were unconditional. 

- The Book of Romans stresses that God is not finished with Israel. 
‣ Rom 9, 10, 11 

- The 70 Week Prophecy outlines the prophetic role of Israel after the 
“interval” of the Church period. 

- Only during the interval between the 69th and 70th week is the period of 
the Church on the earth. 
‣ Dan 9:26 

- Jesus has yet to fulfill the promise given to Mary to take David’s Throne. 
‣ Luke 1:21 

From Augustine to Auschwitz to ________________ 
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• Origen’s allegorical interpretations  
• Augustine’s Amillennial Eschatology  
• Medieval church’s quest for power  
• Reformation’s failure to address eschatological issues  
• The Holocaust in Germany  
• The Great Tribulation 
• We will address these issues when we get to Revelation 20. 

Revelation 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red 
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven crowns. 
4 And his tail *swept away a third of the stars of heaven and hurled them to the 
earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that 
when she gave birth he might devour her Child.  (NASB) 

Revelation 12:3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 
dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His 
tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon 
stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as 
it was born. (NKJV) 

Revelation 12:3 Then I witnessed in heaven another significant event. I saw a large 
red dragon with seven heads and ten horns, with seven crowns on his heads. 4 His 
tail swept away one-third of the stars in the sky, and he threw them to the earth. He 
stood in front of the woman as she was about to give birth, ready to devour her 
baby as soon as it was born. (NLT) 

The Great Red Dragon: ________________ 
• “Another significant event" 

- In verse nine we are told that this great dragon is Satan. 

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is 
called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole [inhabited earth] world; he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. (NASB) 

Revelation 12:9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the 
Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his 
angels were cast out with him. (NKJV) 

Revelation 12:9 This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, 
the one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to the earth with all his 
angels. (NLT) 
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- While there are other places that speak about the significance of the heads 
and horns and crowns, here it is enough to know that this is Satan who is 
trying to destroy the woman and her child. 

• There is symbolism which you can find in the heads and horns and crowns. 
- 7 heads ' pretension to wisdom, but which is truly satanic cunning. 
- 10 horns ' claim of completeness of power, which is a false claim, even 

though there is some power. 
- 7 crowns ' false divine authority over earth's kingdoms as the “god of this 

world". 
‣ Crown: διάδημα; (Greek - diadéma [dee-ad'-ay-mah]); a head-wreath, 

crown, diadem; a royal crown: "a narrow filet encircling the brow," a 
"kingly ornament for the head.” 
‣ Crown: στέφανος; (Greek - stephanos [stef'-an-os]); a crown, garland, 

honor, glory; the crown of victory 
• Verse 4 is a very interesting verse. 

- Here you can ask: which way is the prophet looking - at the past, present, or 
future?. 
‣ Probably all of the above. 

- There is the fall of Satan from heaven, as he deceived the other angels into 
following him. 

- This also speaks of the working of Satan through history to try and kill the 
Messiah, specifically referring to Herod's plot at the time of Christ's birth. 

• “Devil” = slanderer, in Greek; “Satan” = adversary, in Hebrew. 
• “Red” only used two times. 

- Here, and Red horse (Rev 6:5). 
- Associated with death (6:4). 

Revelation 12:5 And she gave birth to a Son, a male, who is going to [shepherd] 
rule all the [Gentiles] nations with a rod of iron; and her Child was caught up to God 
and to His throne. (NASB) 

Revelation 12:5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. (NKJV) 

Revelation 12:5 She gave birth to a son who was to rule all nations with an iron rod. 
And her child was snatched away from the dragon and was caught up to God and to 
his throne. (NLT) 

The Man-Child: ________________ 
• This is the man-child, literally “a son, a male." 

- This distinguishes the character as an individual male person, not a group 
(such as the church.) 
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- This is Christ, the firstborn of many brethren. 
- Another indication that this is Christ is that he will “rule all nations with an 

iron rod", a direct quotation of the Messianic prophecy of the second 
Psalm.”You will break them with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots." 
‣ Psa 2:9 

• We're also told that this person would be “caught up to God and to his 
throne." 

- This is Christ's ascension. 
- In the following sentence (verse 6) we’re told that the woman flees to the 

wilderness for 1260 days. 
- This is 3 1/2 years of the Great Tribulation. 

• The obvious question is: why isn't this more chronological? 
- Why mention only Jesus' birth and ascension and then skip all the way to 

the Great Tribulation? 
‣ This is typical of prophecy. 
‣ In the same paragraph you get events that are 1000's of years apart, 

skipping over events which would seem way too important to leave out, 
like, what about the whole time period of the Church? 
‣ What did you do yesterday? You're going to name a couple of things 

but would leave the vast majority of details out. What we're told here are 
the things that are most important to this discussion, and this discussion 
is about the vision of the Great Tribulation. 

“Rule with a Rod of ________________” 
• Messianic Destiny: 

- Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like 
a potter’s vessel. 
‣ Ps 2:9 

• Letter to Church in Thyatira: 
- And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall 

they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 
‣ Rev 2:27 

• Adversary of the Woman: 
- And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of 

iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 
‣ Rev 12:5 

• The King of Kings: 
- And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the 

nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS. 
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‣ Rev 19:15-16 
• Ruling with an Iron Scepter? 

- What were common symbols of military might in Bible times? 
‣ Chariots, horses, swords, bows and arrows, armies, spears, ramparts, 

sieges 
- So if a rod of iron isn’t a symbol of military dominance, then what is it? 
‣ A rod of iron was a shepherd’s tool. 
‣ Not a soldier’s. Not a general’s. 
‣ Not an angry king who comes to slam the hammer down on all his 

disobedient children. 
‣ A shepherd. A gentle, intentional, protective, caring, always-thinking-

about-how-to-feed-and-water-his-sheep shepherd. 
• Not a “Iron Scepter” but a “rod of iron.” 

- A shepherd’s staff was used to guide his sheep. 
- His rod (of iron) was used to protect the sheep from wolves or other 

predators. 
‣ Feeding the nations. 
‣ Giving rest to the nations. 
‣ Guiding the nations. 
‣ Warding off wolves from the nations. 
‣ Loving the nations. 

Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd, I will not be in need. 2 He lets me lie down in 
green pastures; He leads me beside [waters of rest] quiet waters. 3 He restores my 
soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For the sake of His name. 4 Even 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no [harm] evil, for You 
are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup 
overflows. 6 [Only] Certainly goodness and [mercy] faithfulness will follow me all the 
days of my life, And my dwelling will be in the house of the Lord forever. (NASB) 

Psalm 2:1 Why are the nations so angry? Why do they waste their time with futile 
plans? 2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot together against 
the Lord and against his anointed one. 3 “Let us break their chains,” they cry, “and 
free ourselves from slavery to God.” 4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs. The 
Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then in anger he rebukes them, terrifying them with his fierce 
fury. 6 For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the throne in 
Jerusalem, [Zion] on my holy mountain.” 7 The king proclaims the Lord’s decree: 
“The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son. [Son] Today I have become your Father. 
[Today I reveal you as my son.] 8 Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your 
inheritance, the whole earth as your possession. 9 You will break [rule] them with an 
iron rod and smash them like clay pots.’” 10 Now then, you kings, act wisely! Be 
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warned, you rulers of the earth! 11 Serve the Lord with reverent fear, and rejoice 
with trembling. 12 Submit to God’s royal son, or he will become angry, and you will 
be destroyed in the midst of all your activities—for his anger flares up in an instant. 
But what joy for all who take refuge in him! (NLT) 

Revelation 12:5 And she gave birth to a Son, a male, who is going to [shepherd] 
rule all the [Gentiles] nations with a rod of iron; and her Child was caught up to God 
and to His throne. (NASB) 

Revelation 12:5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne. (NKJV) 

Revelation 12:5 She gave birth to a son who was to rule all nations with an iron rod. 
And her child was snatched away from the dragon and was caught up to God and to 
his throne. (NLT) 

The ________________? 
• Are Son and Child the same or different? 

- G.H. Pember was among the first to suggest that this verse may actually 
refer to the “Body of Christ” rather than the Ascension. [One of 24 similar 
“gaps” occur between verse 5 & 6...] 

- Caught Up: ἁρπάζω; (Greek - harpazó [har-pad'-zo]); to seize, catch up, 
snatch away; properly, seize by force; snatch up, suddenly and decisively – 
like someone seizing bounty (spoil, a prize); to take by an open display of 
force. 

• Could be ascension? Could be rapture?


