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How do you ________________ what to ________________? 
• We would agree that the Bible is our basis for what we believe...but what do 

you do when the Bible says something...and you think it means one thing, and 
someone else thinks it means something else? How do you decide? 

• Do you allow your personal ideas of what seems “real" and “reasonable" to 
shape your doctrine; or do you allow the plain meaning of Scripture to inform 
your doctrine? 

• We say, “Well, I don't think God would do this or that", than we form our 
doctrine around that opinion, rather than looking at the plain meaning of what 
God's Word says, regardless of how compatible or incompatible it is with the 
way we think God should think or act. 

• Which is why some people want to throw out offensive sections of Scripture 
that deal with homosexuality or abortion, because they are incompatible with 
our ideas about God and the way we think He should be. 

• For instance, I might not like the way God graciously forgives murderers and 
child molesters and terrorists and the guy who cut me off in traffic; but it is 
written (Ephesians 2:8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And 
you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for 
the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are 
God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 
good things he planned for us long ago. That plainly spoken truth of Scripture; 
that I can't do anything to earn salvation, and the plainly spoken corollary that I 
can't do anything that makes me ineligible for salvation; those truths have to 
shape what I believe; they have to shape my doctrine, instead of allowing my 
fear of how someone may misapply that doctrine to shape what I believe to be 
true about God. 

• Too often, we start from the wrong end of the process. Spiritualizing Scripture, 
making it say something other than what is plainly stated, starts from the wrong 
end. It says, “Here's what I believe about God, now let's see what the Scripture 
says." But if, when possible, we literally interpret Scripture, then we're saying, 
“Here's what the Scripture says, now what does that tell me about God?" 
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Christ’s ________________ Coming - 4 Views 
• No Millennium. No Second Coming. 

- No literal bodily personal return of Christ to the earth. 
‣ Instead, the promises of a second coming are fulfilled by His spiritual 

presence with His people. In other words, we fulfill his second coming, 
since we are the physical, visible Body of Christ. 

- Too much Scripture stands in the way of this. Not many hold this view, 
because it is indefensible. 

• Postmillennialism. 
- The whole world (not necessarily every individual, but humanity as a whole) 

will be brought to Christ before the return of Christ. 
‣ There will be a literal millennium followed by a literal second coming of 

Christ. 
• Amillennialism. 

- There will be a literal return of Christ, but there is no literal 1000 year reign. 
‣ All the promises concerning the millennial reign of Christ are being 

fulfilled by the Church, either in heaven or on earth. 
• Premillennialism. 

- Christ will return to earth, literally and bodily, before a millennial age begins 
and that a kingdom will be instituted over which He will reign. 
‣ All of Israel's covenants will be literally fulfilled. 

________________ of His Second Coming 
• that He shall come Himself (Acts 1:11) 
• that the dead will hear His voice (John 5:28) 
• that He will minister unto His watching servants (Luke 12:37) 
• that He will come to the same Mount of Olives from which He ascended (Acts 

1:11; Zech 14:4), 
- in flaming fire (2 Thess 1:7), 
- in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory (Matt 24:30; 1 Pet 1:7; 

4:13), 
- and stand upon the earth (Job 19:25) 

• that the Church will come with Him (1 Thess 3:13; Jude 14) 
• that every eye shall see Him (Rev 1:7) 
• that He shall destroy the Antichrist (2 Thess 2:8) 
• that He shall sit on His throne (Matt 25:31; Rev 5:13) 
• that all nations will be gathered before Him and He will judge them (Matt 

25:32) 
• that He shall have the throne of David (Isa 9:6-7; Luke 1:32; Ezek 21:25-27) 
• that it will be on the earth (Jer 23:5-6) 
• that He shall have a kingdom (Dan 7:13-14)  

- and rule over it with His saints (Dan 7:18-27; Rev 5:10) 
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• that all kings and nations shall serve Him (Psa 72:11; Isa 49:6-7; Rev 15:4) 
• that the kingdoms of the world shall become his kingdom (Zech 9:10; Rev 

11:15) 
• that the people of the earth shall gather unto Him (Gen 49:10) 
• that every knee shall bow to Him (Isa 45:23) 
• that they shall come and worship the King (Zech 14:16; Ps 86:9) 
• that He shall build up Zion (Ps 102:16) 
• that His throne shall be in Jerusalem (Jer 3:17; Isa 33:20-21) 
• that the Apostles shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel (Matt 19:28; Luke 22:28-30) 
• that He shall rule all nations (Ps 2:8-9; Rev 2:27) 
• that He shall rule with judgment and justice (Ps 9:7) 
• that the temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt (Ezek 40-48)  

- and the glory of the Lord will come into it (Ezek 43:2-5; 44:4) 
• that the glory of the Lord will be revealed (Isa 40:5) 
• that the wilderness shall be a fruitful field (Isa 32:15) 
• that the desert will blossom as the rose (Isa 35:1-2) 

- and His rest shall be glorious (Isa 11:10) 

** All of this waits for a ________________ fulfillment. ** 

________________ of the Second Coming for the Christian 
• Why should the believer care? What difference does it make to me? 

- Some call this self-centeredness; others might say it's practical. It’s self-
centered. 

- Because the Second Coming is used repeatedly in Scripture as a means to 
encourage and challenge the believer. 

• Exhortation from God. 
- Watchfulness. 

Mark 13:32 “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will 
happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. 
33 And since you don’t know when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert [and 
pray]! 34 “The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man 
going on a long trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions 
about the work they were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. 
35 You, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know when the master of the 
household will return—in the evening, at midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak. 
36 Don’t let him find you sleeping when he arrives without warning. 37 I say to you 
what I say to everyone: Watch for him!” (NLT) 
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- Self-Control. 

1 Peter 1:13 So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your 
hope in the gracious salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to 
the world. (NLT) 

- Faithfulness. 

Luke 12:43 ”If the master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, 
there will be a reward.” (NLT) 

- Be Unashamed of Christ. 

Mark 8:38 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and 
sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.” (NLT) 

- Avoid Worldliness. 

Matthew 16:26 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your 
own soul? [yourself] Is anything worth more than your soul? 27 For the Son of Man 
will come with his angels in the glory of his Father and will judge all people 
according to their deeds. (NLT) 

• In connection with His Second Coming, we are also exhorted: 
- to moderation (Phil 4:5); 
- to patience (Heb 10:36-37; James 5:7-8); 
- to mortification of the flesh (Col 3:3-5); 
- to sincerity (Phil 1:9-10); 
- to practical sanctification (1 Thess 5:23); 
- to ministerial faithfulness (2 Tim 4:1-2) 
‣ and pastoral diligence and purity (1 Pet 5:2-4); 

- to abide in Christ (1 John 2:28); 
- to endure many temptations and the severest trials of faith (1 Pet 1:7); 
- to bear persecution for the Lord (1 Pet 4:13); 
- to holiness and godliness (2 Pet 3:11-13); 
- to brotherly love (1 Thess 3:12-13); 
- to keep in mind our heavenly citizenship (Phil 3:20-21); 
- to love the second coming (2 Tim 4:7-8); to look for Him (Heb 9:27-28); 
- to have confidence that Christ will finish the work (Phil 1:6); 
- to separation from worldly lusts and to live godly lives (Titus 2:11-13); 
- to guard against hasty judgment (1 Cor 4:5). 
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• The Second Coming is the principal event for which the believer waits. 
- It is our hope and our future. 
- It is the great declaration of the Lord's Supper. 

1 Corinthians 11:26 For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are 
announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again. (NLT) 

The Translation of the Church: The ________________ 
• Rapture vs. Second Coming 

- Rapture 
‣ We meet the Lord in the air. 
‣ ________________ by people of earth. 
‣ Time is ________________. 

Matthew 25:7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the 
five foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our 
lamps are going out.’ 9 “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. 
Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, 
the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage 
feast, and the door was locked. 11 Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, 
they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12 “But he called 
back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ 13 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do 
not know the day or hour of my return.” (NLT) 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain 
on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will 
be with the Lord forever. (NLT) 

- Second Coming 
‣ Seen by ________________ of humanity. 
‣ Time is ________________. 

Matthew 24:30 “And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear 
in the heavens, and there will be deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth. 
And they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.” (NLT) 

• Rapture is “soon” 
- The next date on the church calendar, even though we don't know when 

that date is, is the translation of the Church. 
‣ Philippians 4:5; 1 Peter 4:7; Revelation 3:11; 22:7; 22:12; 22:20 
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1 Corinthians 15:51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, 
but we will all be transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, 
when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died 
will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. (NLT) 

• Rapture vs. Tribulation 
- The big question is: in relation to the other events that will take place in the 

end times, when will the rapture happen? 
‣ Is it really the next thing on God's calendar? 
‣ Or will we witness the beginning of the Tribulation? 
‣ Or will we actually have to go through the Tribulation? 

Church’s ________________ - 4 Views 
• Post-Tribulation: after the Great Tribulation. 

- This is a view taken by many amillennialists. 
‣ It says that we evidently have increased tribulation, that even Christians 

go through it, and therefore when this tribulation is done, then Christ 
will come. 

• Pre-Tribulation: before the seven years of Great Tribulation. 
- This is our view. 
‣ See week 28 & 29 in our study. 

• Mid-Tribulation: before the last 3 2 years of the Great Tribulation. 
- This is almost a bridge between Pre-trib and Post-trib, 
‣ taking elements of both. 

• Pre-Wrath: after the Great Tribulation, but before the Day of the Lord's Wrath. 
- This actually takes elements of the other three views. 

The ________________ Week 
• Why Pre-tribulation? 

- It is the most consistent view with literal interpretation of scripture. 
- There are a great many sincere Christians, dedicated to the infallibility of 

the Word of God, who find themselves holding to different viewpoints. 
- Rather than try to explain the thinking behind all the views, let's positively 

state the thinking behind the Pre-Tribulation view, then answer a few of the 
objections to it. 

• Where did the idea of a 7 year tribulation come from? 
- Daniel 9 
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Daniel 9:24 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, 
to [bring to an end] finish the wrongdoing, to [seal up sins] make an end of sin, to 
make atonement for guilt, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision 
and [prophet] prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy Place. 25 So you are to know 
and understand that from the issuing of a [word] decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem, until [an anointed one] Messiah the Prince, there will be seven weeks and 
sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with [city square] streets and moat, even in 
times of distress. 26 Then after the sixty-two weeks, the [anointed one] Messiah will 
be cut off and have [no one] nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come 
will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And [his] its end will come with a flood; even 
to the end [war will be decreed for desolations] there will be war; desolations are 
determined. 27 And he will confirm a covenant with the many for one week, but in 
the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the 
wing of [detestable things] abominations will come the one who [causes horror] 
makes desolate, until a complete destruction, one that is [determined] decreed, 
gushes forth on the one who [causes horror] makes desolate.”(NLT) 

The Particulars of the ________________ 
• 1. Focus. 

- The prophecy is all about Daniel's people and Daniel's city, that is, Israel 
and Jerusalem (24). 

• Princes. 
- Two different princes are mentioned. 
‣ The first is the Messiah, the Anointed One (25); 
‣ the second is the prince (antichrist) that shall come (26). 

• Periods. 
- The entire time involved is specified as 70 weeks, or 70 sets of seven, 

further divided into three distinct periods: 
‣ a period of seven weeks (25), 
‣ followed by 62 weeks (25), 
‣ finished by one week (27). 

• Beginning. 
- The beginning of the whole period is fixed at “the time the command is 

given to rebuild Jerusalem." (25) 
‣ There are several decrees recorded in Scripture that have to do with the 

restoration of the Jews from captivity. 
‣ But Nehemiah 2:1-8 records the decree of Artaxerxes that grants 

permission to rebuild Jerusalem 
‣ This becomes the beginning point of the seventy weeks. 
‣ See week 31 & 32 in our study. 
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• End of 69th week. 
- The end of the first 69 sets of seven is set at the appearance of the 

Anointed One as ruler (25). 
‣ This would take us to the point of Christ's rejection by Israel. 

• Destruction. 
- Later, after the 69 weeks, the Anointed One is cut off and Jerusalem 

destroyed again by the people of the ruler that will come (26). 
• The Last Seven. 

- The last seven begins with the covenant confirmed between the future ruler 
and the many (27). 

• The Treaty Broken. 
- In the middle of the seven he desecrates the Temple, continuing to the end 

of the seven (27). 
• Blessing. 

- When the 70 weeks are done, there will be a time of great, unparalleled 
blessing for Israel (24). 

- There will be: 
‣ an end of sin 
‣ everlasting righteousness 
‣ the sealing of vision and prophecy 
‣ the anointing of the most holy. 

________________ Weeks? Years? 
• What does that mean? 

- To understand how this all works, we must first understand what is meant by 
the sevens. Some versions call these weeks. 

- This is unfortunately confusing, because the Hebrew word is shabua, which 
literally means a seven. 
‣ Week: ַׁשְבּוע; (Hebrew - shabua [shaw-boo'-ah]); a period of seven (days, 

years), heptad, week 
• The Jews had a seven of years as well as a seven of days. 

- The week of years was just as familiar to the Jew as the week of days. 
‣ In many ways it was more important. 
‣ Every seventh year the land was to be rested from sowing. 
‣ After every seven sevens, or after every 49 years, there came the 50th 

year, which was the year of jubilee. 
• The beginning of Daniel chapter 9 shows that Daniel had been thinking in 

terms of years, and that the Jewish exile was related to years. 
- “the first year of the reign of Darius the Mede…” (vs. 1) 
- “During the first year of his reign…” (vs. 2) 

• Always literal when possible. (Consistency in interpretation). 
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- Most importantly, the literal fulfillment of the prophecy is found in that from 
the order to rebuild Jerusalem until Israel's rejection of Jesus, it was exactly 
483 years. 

Revelation ________________ 
• Chapter 1 - Introduction 
• Chapter 2 & 3 - Letters to the Churches 
• Chapter 4 - John transported to Heaven 
• Chapter 5 - Lamb receives the scroll 

- Depiction of Christ changes to Jewish terms 
• Chapter 6 - Lamb breaks 1st - 6th seal 
• Chapter 7 - Parentheses 

- The Seventh Trumpet introduces seven personages. 
- [Note: the Jewishness of these parenthetical passages!] 

• Chapter 8 - 7th Seal / 1st - 4th trumpets 
• Chapter 9 - 5th (1st terror) & 6th trumpets (2nd terror) 
• Chapter 10 & 11 - Parentheses continued / 7th trumpet (3rd terror) 
• Chapter 12 & 13 - Parentheses (7 personages) 
• Chapter 14 - Fruits of the 144,000 
• Chapter 15 & 16 - 1st - 6th bowls / Armageddon / 7th bowl 

The Seven ________________ 
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The Seven ________________ 
• The Woman 

- ________________ 
• Man-Child 

- ________________ 
• Red Dragon 

- ________________ 
• Michael 

- ________________ 
• The Remnant of Israel 
• The Beast out of the Sea 
• The Beast out of the Earth 

Revelation 13:1 And the dragon stood on the sand of the [sea] seashore. Then I 
saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his 
horns were ten crowns, and on his heads were blasphemous names. (NASB) 

Revelation 13:1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out 
of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on 
his heads a blasphemous name. (NKJ) 

Revelation 12:18 Then the dragon took his stand on the shore beside the sea. 
13:1 Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten horns, 
with ten crowns on its horns. And written on each head were names that 
blasphemed God. (NLT) 

The ________________ out of the ________________ 
• Manuscript evidence:” 

- This is last verse of Chapter 12; 
‣ “He stood…" 
‣ John “saw”... 

• The 1st beast, mentioned 36 times in Revelation 
- is from the sea: Sea = peoples 
‣ a Gentile? 

Revelation 17:15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters where the prostitute is 
ruling represent masses of people of every nation and language. (NLT) 

Isaiah 57:20 “But those who still reject me are like the restless sea, which is never 
still but continually churns up mud and dirt. 21 There is no peace for the wicked,” 
says my God. (NLT)


