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ENDGAME 
A Study On Revelation (Week #59) 

Pastor Jason Goss 

Review: ____________ ____________ 
• The Nature of the Week 

- Judgment 
• The Purpose of the Week 

- For those who belong to this world. 
- For Israel. 

Matthew 23:37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those 
who have been sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the 
way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 38 Behold, 
your house is being left to you desolate! 39 For I say to you, from now on you will 
not see Me until you say, ‘Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 
(NLT) 

The ____________ of the Church 
• Who is the Church? 

- There is a difference between the ____________ Church and the 
____________ Church. 

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will 
enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your 
name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your 
name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s 
laws.’” (NLT) 

- There is a difference between ____________ Israel and ____________ Israel. 

Romans 11:1 I ask, then, has God rejected his own people, the nation of Israel? Of 
course not! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham and a member of the 
tribe of Benjamin. 2 No, God has not rejected his own people, whom he chose from 
the very beginning. Do you realize what the Scriptures say about this? Elijah the 
prophet complained to God about the people of Israel and said, 3 “Lord, they have 
killed your prophets and torn down your altars. I am the only one left, and now they 
are trying to kill me, too.” 4 And do you remember God’s reply? He said, “No, I have 
7,000 others who have never bowed down to Baal!” 5 It is the same today, for a few 
of the people of Israel have remained faithful because of God’s grace—his 
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undeserved kindness in choosing them. 6 And since it is through God’s kindness, 
then it is not by their good works. For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it 
really is—free and undeserved. 7 So this is the situation: Most of the people of Israel 
have not found the favor of God they are looking for so earnestly. A few have—the 
ones God has chosen—but the hearts of the rest were hardened. (NLT) 

- There is a difference between spiritual ____________ and the spiritual 
____________. 

Romans 11:8 As the Scriptures say, “God has put them into a deep sleep. To this 
day he has shut their eyes so they do not see, and closed their ears so they do not 
hear.” 9 Likewise, David said, “Let their bountiful table become a snare, a trap that 
makes them think all is well. Let their blessings cause them to stumble, and let them 
get what they deserve. 10 Let their eyes go blind so they cannot see, and let their 
backs be bent forever.” 11 Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of 
course not! They were disobedient, so God made salvation available to the Gentiles. 
But he wanted his own people to become jealous and claim it for themselves. (NLT) 

‣ Before there was a Church, those that were saved were part of spiritual 
Israel. 
‣ But after Pentecost, and until the Rapture, those that are saved are part 

of the true Church, part of Christ's Body. 
‣ There is currently no spiritual Israel. 
‣ But after the Rapture there will once again be a spiritual Israel, because 

there will be no true Church left on earth. 
‣ It will be in heaven as the Bride of Christ. 
‣ So here when we talk about the nature of the Church, we’re talking 

about the true Church. 

The Church is ____________ with Christ 
• Christ is the Head of the Body 

Colossians 1:18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the 
beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 
(NLT) 

Ephesians 1:22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made 
him head over all things for the benefit of the church. (NLT) 

• Christ is the Bridegroom of the Bride 
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Ephesians 5:23 For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the 
church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. (NLT) 

• Christ is the Lover of the Bride 

Ephesians 5:25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church. He gave up his life for her (NLT) 

• Christ is the Root of the Branch 

John 15:5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I 
in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.” (NLT) 

• Christ is the Foundation and Cornerstone of the Building 

Ephesians 2:20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles 
and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. (NLT) 

If the Church were part of the Tribulation, 
both ____________ and ____________ would be subject to Judgment. 

- Not just judgment, but the wrath and indignation that characterizes the 
whole week. 

- But it is easy to see that Christ, having already been crucified and 
resurrected will never again be subjected to judgment, and that we, having 
been joined with Christ, avoid it as well. 
‣ It's the great promise that Jesus made in John 5:24. 

John 5:24 “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God 
who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they 
have already passed from death into life.” (NLT) 

Romans 8:1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ 
Jesus. 2 And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has 
freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. (NLT) 

- To repeat, the testing that will happen during the Tribulation will not be for 
cleansing (which is what happens now), but to reveal who does not belong 
to the King. 
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The ____________ of the Church 
• One Body 

- We've talked about this at length, but let's reiterate what the mystery was. 
- It wasn't a mystery that God was going to provide salvation for the Jews. 
- It wasn't a mystery that Gentiles would also be blessed in salvation. 
- It WAS a mystery that God was going to make them into one body. 

Ephesians 3:1 When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the 
benefit of you Gentiles . . . 2 assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the 
special responsibility of extending his grace to you Gentiles. 3 As I briefly wrote 
earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me. 4 As you read what I have 
written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ. 5 God did not 
reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy 
apostles and prophets. 6 And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who 
believe the Good News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both 
are part of the same body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they 
belong to Christ Jesus. 7 By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the 
privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. (NLT) 

Romans 16:25 Now all glory to God, who is able to make you strong, just as my 
Good News says. This message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you 
Gentiles, a plan kept secret from the beginning of time. 26 But now as the prophets 
foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this message is made known to all 
Gentiles everywhere, so that they too might believe and obey him. 27 All glory to 
the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, forever. Amen. (NLT) 

Colossians 1:26 This message was kept secret for centuries and generations past, 
but now it has been revealed to God’s people. 27 For God wanted them to know 
that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is the secret: 
Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory. 28 So we tell others 
about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all the wisdom God has 
given us. We want to present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ. 
29 That’s why I work and struggle so hard, depending on Christ’s mighty power that 
works within me. (NLT) 

- That states it very plainly. 
- The Church was finally announced and revealed by Christ after He had 

been rejected by Israel. 
- The Church was actually initiated at Pentecost. 
- The Church is an interruption, an interlude, in God's dealing with Israel. 
- But there will be no interlude in His dealing with the Church. 
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- He will finish with us what He started before He turns again to deal with 
Israel. 

- In this, also, we see that the Church and spiritual Israel are distinct, and 
therefore, the way that God deals with each is distinct. 

The ____________ of His Return 
• His Return is Imminent. 

- Imminent: (adj.) likely to occur at any moment; impending 

Matthew 24:3 Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him 
privately and said, “Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will signal your 
return and the end of the world?” (NLT) 

- The question is a question for Israel. 
‣ The signs of His coming are signs of the Second Coming, signs that 

Israel is to look for, to know that their redemption is close at hand. 
- There are no signs for the Church. 
‣ The Church awaits His appearing. The Church should not look for signs; 

the Church should look for Christ. 
‣ This is pointed out in several passages where believers are encouraged 

to be in a continual state of readiness. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know 
what will happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people 
who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life 
again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the 
believers who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still 
living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died. 16 For 
the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who 
have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we who are still 
alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these 
words. 5:1 Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and 
sisters, we don’t really need to write you. 2 For you know quite well that the day of 
the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. 3 When people are 
saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as 
suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape.  
(NLT) 
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Philippians 4:5 Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, 
the Lord is coming soon. (NLT) 

Hebrews 10:37 “For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not delay. 
(NLT) 

James 5:8 You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9 Don’t grumble about each other, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. 
For look—the Judge is standing at the door! (NLT) 

1 Corinthians 15:51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, 
but we will all be transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, 
when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died 
will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. (NLT) 

2 Peter 3:3 Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will 
come, mocking the truth and following their own desires. 4 They will say, “What 
happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again? From before the times of our 
ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was first created.” 
(NLT) 

Rapture Second Coming

Removal of all believers Revelation of the Son

Believers caught up in the air Jesus returns to earth

Jesus claims His Bride Jesus returns with His Bride

Begins the Great Tribulation Begins the millennial kingdom

Imminent Preceded by many signs

Anticipated as comfort Anticipated as judgment

Relates to God's program for the Church Relates to God's program for Israel

A mystery predicted in Old and New Testaments

Believers judged Gentiles and Israel judged

Creation unchanged Creation changed

Israel's covenants still unfulfilled Israel's covenants fulfilled

For Believers only Affects everyone

Church expectation: “the Lord is at hand" Israel expectation: “the kingdom is at hand"

Church taken into the Lord's presence Israel taken into the kingdom
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His Return is _____________ 
• There are distinctions/differences between the two parts of His Coming. 

- Generally, passages of Scripture which pertain to the Rapture describe the 
coming of the Lord for His people. 

- Passages which refer to the revelation of Christ (the Second Coming) 
describe the coming of the Lord with His people. 

Rapture Passages Second Coming Passages

John 14:1-3 Daniel 2:44-45

Romans 8:19 Daniel 7:9-14

1 Corinthians 1:7-8 Daniel 12:1-3

1 Corinthians 15:1-53 Zechariah 14:1-15

1 Corinthians 16:22 Matthew 13:41

Philippians 3:20-21 Matthew 24:15-31

Colossians 3:4 Matthew 26:64

1 Thessalonians 1:10 Mark 13:14-27

1 Thessalonians 2:19 Mark 14:62

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Luke 21:25-28

1 Thessalonians 5:9 Acts 1:9-11

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Acts 3:19-21

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (3?) 1 Thessalonians 3:13

1 Timothy 6:14 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10

2 Timothy 4:1 2 Thessalonians 2:8

Titus 2:13 2 Peter 3:1-14

Hebrews 9:28 Jude 14-15

James 5:7-9 Revelation 1:7

1 Peter 1:7, 13 Revelation 19:11-20:6

1 John 2:28-3:2 Revelation 22:7, 12, 20

Jude 21

Revelation 2:25

Revelation 3:10
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The ______________ of the Epistles 
• Letters to the Church 

- The persecution of the Church was a central issue causing James, 1st Peter, 
and 2nd Thessalonians to be written. 

- There are several passages that tell of the coming persecution, give reasons 
for it, and give help and assistance so that believers will endure it. 

- But there is nothing in these epistles which warn of the Church going 
through this week of God's Wrath. 

- There is nothing that prepares the Church to face “the great and terrible 
day of the Lord." 
‣ Wouldn't it make sense, if the writers were going to warn us of the 

normal persecutions of life, that they would give aid to help in this 
especially terrible persecution? 

• Where is the Church during the 70th Week? 
- We have seen in chapters 6 and forward of Revelation events that are 

happening on earth during the seven years of Great Tribulation. 
‣ But what happens to the Church after they are translated in the Rapture? 
‣ There are two main events that the Church participates in. 

The ______________ Seat of Christ 

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each 
receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body. 
(NLT) 

• ______________ Will Happen There? 
- As we see in Second Corinthians 5, we must all appear before the judgment 

seat. 
‣ We receive the consequences from our earthly actions. 
‣ NOT salvation issue. 

- What is the judgment seat? 
‣ There are two different types of judgment seats in the New Testament. 

The first type is found in James. 

James 2:6 But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag 
you into court? (NLT) 

‣ In this instance, “judgment seat" is relates directly to the law. It's the 
Greek word kritérion. 
‣ Court: κριτήριον; (Greek - kritérion [kree-tay'-ree-on]); a law-court; a law-

case before an arbiter; a cause, controversy.  
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‣ It can also mean either the standard, the criteria, by which judgment is 
meted out, or the place where it is meted out. 
‣ That's not the meaning we find in 2nd Corinthians. The word in 2nd 

Corinthians is bema. 
‣ Judged: βῆμα; (Greek - béma [bay'-ma]); a step, raised place, by 

implication a tribunal; an elevated place ascended by steps, a throne, 
tribunal; properly, a platform to which someone walked up to receive 
judgment.  
‣ According to historians, bema was never used to refer to the judicial 

bench of the legal system. 
‣ Rather, in the arena of the Grecian games in Athens, there was a raised 

platform on which the umpire of the arena sat. From that seat he 
rewarded all contestants; he rewarded all the winners there. 
‣ It was called the bema or reward seat. 
‣ So, along with authority, dignity, and prominence, rather than justice and 

judgment, the idea presented here is honor and reward. 
‣ The bema of Christ is a place of reward for the Church. 

• ______________ Will This Happen? 
- First, Scripture tells us that at the resurrection, there will be reward. 
‣ Since 1st Thessalonians 4:16 tells us that the resurrection will take place 

at the translation of the Church, that “the dead in Christ will rise first," 
then reward must be linked with the Rapture. 

Luke 14:12 Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a luncheon or a banquet,” 
he said, “don’t invite your friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they 
will invite you back, and that will be your only reward. 13 Instead, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of the righteous, God 
will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you.” (NLT) 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of 
God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. (NLT) 

• ______________ Will This Happen? 
- It should be pretty obvious that this will occur in the heavenlies, since it 

happens during this time when the Church is absent from the earth and 
present with the Lord. 

• Who is the ______________? 
- It is the judgment seat of Christ. John 5:22 tells us that all judgment was 

given by the Father to the Son. 
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John 5:22 In addition, the Father judges no one. Instead, he has given the Son 
absolute authority to judge, (NLT) 

• Who are the ______________? 
- Again, the answer should be obvious. 
- It is the Church who is translated, so it is the Church that is being judged. 
- It becomes even more apparent when you look at the entire fifth chapter of 

2nd Corinthians to see the context of what's being said. Look at how many 
times Paul says we, indicating those that belong to Christ. 
‣ 2 Corinthians 5 

• ______________ is being Judged? 
- Not our salvation. 
‣ This is not a case of seeing who are the real believers and who are not. 

That was already accomplished in the Translation. Only the true Church 
is under consideration. 

- What is being looked at are the “things done while in the body", also 
referred to as our works. 
‣ What works? 
‣ What things done in the body?" 

- First of all, recognize that the phrase “in the body" simply means “while we 
are in this life". I think it's clear that the “things" are “everything.” 
‣ In other words, what is being judged is everything we've done in this 

life. 
- More than that, it is not simply the outer circumstances or results of what 

we've done that is being judged...it is the unseen parts, the inner character 
and motivations, that is being examined. 
‣ It says in verse 10 that we must all appear before the judgment seat. 
‣ It makes it sound like first appearance of our court system, where the 

accused must be physically seen by the judge to hear the charges 
against him. 

- But this is more than being physically seen by the judge. This appearing 
carries the meaning of showing yourself, of being manifest or revealed. 
‣ It has the sense of being not only apparent but transparent. 
‣ It doesn't take a Heavenly Judge to correctly judge the form or results of 

the things we've done. 
‣ But only a Heavenly Judge can judge the thoughts and attitudes of the 

heart. 
‣ Only He can see the motivations and real character behind the things 

we do. 
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• What is the ______________ of Judgment? 
- Everything we've done is this life is being measured at the bema judgment. 
- But what is the standard against which it is being judged? What is Christ 

looking for? 
- Verse 10 says that He's looking to see whether it is “good or bad.” 
‣ But it's not a question of morally good or bad. 
‣ At this point, our sins are covered by the Blood of the Lamb, he 

remembers them no more. So such a judgment of our deeds to see 
whether they were morally good or morally bad is unnecessary. 
‣ The judgment seat of Christ is not an opportunity for God to rub our 

noses in the failures of our life. 
- Evil: φαῦλος; (Greek - phaulos [fow'-los]); worthless, wicked, base; foul or 

flawy 
- The word translated bad is a Greek word which literally means worthless. It 

is God's purpose to reveal the things that were worth rewarding in the life 
of His child. 

• What is the ______________ of the Judgment? 

1 Corinthians 3:11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we 
already have—Jesus Christ. 12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a 
variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment 
day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a 
person’s work has any value. 14 If the work survives, that builder will receive a 
reward. 15 But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder 
will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames. 16 Don’t 
you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God 
lives in you? (NLT) 

- There will either be: a reward ______________ or a reward ______________. 
‣ We can build with whatever building materials we want to use, either 

destructible materials or indestructible ones. 
‣ The destructible materials don't cost us as much, but we will receive no 

reward if we use them. 
‣ The indestructible materials are much more costly, but they have the 

only lasting value. 
- But, what is indestructible? What is the eternal thing God has called us to? 

1st Peter 5:10 In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means 
of Christ Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and 
strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation. 11 All power to him 
forever! Amen. (NLT) 
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2 Timothy 2:10 So I am willing to endure anything if it will bring salvation and 
eternal glory in Christ Jesus to those God has chosen. (NLT) 

- Whatever is done in the strength and for the glory of self is destructible, it 
will be disapproved of, the reward will be lost. 
‣ In 1st Cor 9:27 Paul expresses his desire to keep depending on the 

power of the Holy Spirit 
‣ He didn't want to become worthless. And if what we do is through our 

own power or for our own glory, in the long run, it's worthless. 

1 Corinthians 9:27 I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it 
should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be 
disqualified. (NLT) 

- On the flip side, when we work in the power of the Holy Spirit, for the glory 
of Jesus Christ and of God, what we do is indestructible. 
‣ Now, the interesting thing is what we end up doing with our rewards. 
‣ In Revelation 4:10, we saw what happens to our rewards. 

Revelation 4:10 the twenty-four elders fall down and worship the one sitting on the 
throne (the one who lives forever and ever). And they lay their crowns before the 
throne and say, (NLT) 

- In other words, our rewards are what we use to glorify God throughout 
eternity. 
‣ It will be our privilege and our joy to worship the Lamb, and the capacity 

that we are granted to do that in eternity depends on the extent to 
which we have glorified Him in this life. 

______________: 
• The purpose of my life is to increase my capacity to glorify God. 

- Whatever I do...whether it's raising my family, ministering to the Church, 
sharing the Good News with unbelievers, shopping for groceries - 
sometimes, it's not what you do, but how you do it - is an opportunity to 
increase my capacity to glorify God. 
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The ______________ of the Lamb 
• Perfect Union 

- This is not the marriage supper of the Lamb - it is the actual marriage, the 
consummation of the relationship between Christ and the Church, His 
Bride. 
‣ Wait - aren't Christ and the Church already united? 
‣ Yes, legally we are. We are betrothed to Christ. We are His Beloved. But 

the Bridegroom is away, making preparations for His Bride. 
- In Ephesians 5, Paul speaks of the relationship between husband and wife 

and ends it by saying, 

Ephesians 5:32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and 
the church are one. (NLT) 

- The Marriage will take place in heaven, between Christ and His Church. 
‣ The Supper will take place afterwards, on earth, with all of God's people, 

especially Israel. 
‣ At that point, the Bridegroom will introduce the Bride to His friends and 

servants. 
‣ Understanding this, go read the first 13 verses of Matthew 25 and the 

parable will make a lot more sense to you. 

Matthew 25:1 “Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. 3 The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 
4 but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 5 When the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight 
they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and 
meet him!’ 7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five 
foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps 
are going out.’ 9 “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a 
shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, the 
bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage 
feast, and the door was locked. 11 Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, 
they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12 “But he called 
back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ 13 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do 
not know the day or hour of my return.” (NLT) 


