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Never Forget 
Heroes: Joshua 

Here’s some background, and what we need to know: 
• Historical book (1400 to 1375 BC) - Written about 1375 BC 

by Joshua and Israelite scribes 
• This book begins the story of Israel as a nation and 

contains the first events to take place upon entering the 
promise land. 

• Moses has led the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, 
Joshua was Moses’ assistant (Numbers 11:28) and Moses 
appoints Joshua the leader who takes Israel into the 
promised land. 

Numbers 13:16 These are the names of the men Moses sent out 
to explore the land. (Moses called Hoshea son of Nun by the 
name Joshua.) (NLT) 

• The name Hoshea (or Hosea) means “salvation,” or 
“deliverer,” while Joshua or Jehoshua means “Jehovah 
(Yahweh) is salvation.” 

• Jewish tradition says that he was born in 1355 BC and died 
in 1245 BC. (42 years old when he spied on the promised 
land, 82 years old when Israel took Jericho) 

• Joshua’s childhood isn’t mentioned in the Bible. He was 
probably between 30 and 40 years old when he first spied 
on the promise land (Numbers 13-14), only he and Caleb 
wanted to take the land, the other 10 were afraid, and 
because everyone agreed with the 10, the nation had to 
wander in the wilderness for 40 more years. Everyone 20 
and older will die and not enter the land, except Joshua 
and Caleb. 

• We see him in Exodus; Numbers; Deuteronomy - but 
primarily his story plays out in the book of Joshua. 

• Joshua 11 covers his conquests to the north after the army 
finished in the south. Mapping is extremely difficult, not 
only because many exact locations aren’t known, but 
because Joshua 10 lists primarily by cities and regions 
(south), and Joshua 11 lists by kingdoms (north). 

• The book of Joshua consists of 5 segments:  
1. Jericho - Rahab, Spies, Walls falling down, Joshua 

about 80 years old (1-5) 
2. Conquering the land - 7 years of battle, 31 kingdoms 

(6-9) 
3. Sun stands still (10-12) 
4. Distribution of the land - wars are over, Joshua is 

about 87-89 years old (13-21) 
5. Final orders and death at age 110 (22-24) 

Key Moments: 
Exodus 33:12 When the people saw the cloud standing at the 
entrance of the tent, they would stand and bow down in front of 
their own tents. 11 Inside the Tent of Meeting, the Lord would 
speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Afterward 
Moses would return to the camp, but the young man who 
assisted him, Joshua son of Nun, would remain behind in the 
Tent of Meeting. (NLT) 

Joshua 1:9 ”This is my command—be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” (NLT) 

Joshua 24:14 “So fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly. 
Put away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they 
lived beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord 
alone. 15 But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today 
whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors 
served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my 
family, we will serve the Lord.” (NLT) 



Lesson #1 

________________ 

________________ For ________________ 

Joshua 3:1 Early the next morning Joshua and all the Israelites 
left Acacia Grove and arrived at the banks of the Jordan River, 
where they camped before crossing. 2 Three days later the 
Israelite officers went through the camp, 3 giving these 
instructions to the people: “When you see the Levitical priests 
carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, move out 
from your positions and follow them. 4 Since you have never 
traveled this way before, they will guide you. Stay about half a 
mile behind them, keeping a clear distance between you and the 
Ark. Make sure you don’t come any closer.” (NLT) 

________________ ________________ 

Joshua 3:5 Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do miracles among you.” 
(NASB) 

Joshua 3:5 Then Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for 
tomorrow the Lord will do great wonders among you.” (NLT) 

________________ ________________ Of The Ark 

Joshua 3:6 In the morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the 
Ark of the Covenant and lead the people across the river.” And so 
they started out and went ahead of the people. (NLT) 

Lesson #2 

________________ 

Joshua 3:14 So the people left their camp to cross the Jordan, 
and the priests who were carrying the Ark of the Covenant went 
ahead of them. 15 It was the harvest season, and the Jordan was 
overflowing its banks. But as soon as the feet of the priests who 
were carrying the Ark touched the water at the river’s edge, 
16 the water above that point began backing up a great distance 
away at a town called Adam, which is near Zarethan. And the 
water below that point flowed on to the Dead Sea until the 
riverbed was dry. Then all the people crossed over near the town 
of Jericho. 17 Meanwhile, the priests who were carrying the Ark 
of the Lord’s Covenant stood on dry ground in the middle of the 
riverbed as the people passed by. They waited there until the 
whole nation of Israel had crossed the Jordan on dry ground. 
(NLT) 

________________ God’s Provision 

Not Following ________________ 

________________ Plan 



________________ Observers 

________________ Ground 

Lesson #3 

________________ 

Joshua 4:1 When all the people had crossed the Jordan, the Lord 
said to Joshua, 2 “Now choose twelve men, one from each tribe. 
3 Tell them, ‘Take twelve stones from the very place where the 
priests are standing in the middle of the Jordan. Carry them out 
and pile them up at the place where you will camp tonight.’” 4 So 
Joshua called together the twelve men he had chosen—one 
from each of the tribes of Israel. 5 He told them, “Go into the 
middle of the Jordan, in front of the Ark of the Lord your God. 
Each of you must pick up one stone and carry it out on your 
shoulder—twelve stones in all, one for each of the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 6 We will use these stones to build a memorial. In the 
future your children will ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 
7 Then you can tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan River 
stopped flowing when the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant went 
across.’ These stones will stand as a memorial among the people 
of Israel forever.” 8 So the men did as Joshua had commanded 
them. They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan 
River, one for each tribe, just as the Lord had told Joshua. They 
carried them to the place where they camped for the night and 
constructed the memorial there. 9 Joshua also set up another 
pile of twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, at the place 

where the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant were 
standing. And they are there to this day. (NLT) 

________________ God’s Provision 

________________ God’s Promise 

________________ Others What God Did 

________________ What God Is Doing 

Remind yourself, your family 
Never Forget God’s Work in your life! 
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