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There’s No “I” in Team, but 
there is “A Me” 

Heroes: Joshua 

Here’s some background, and what we need to know: 
• Historical book (1400 to 1375 BC) - Written about 1375 BC 

by Joshua and Israelite scribes 
• This book begins the story of Israel as a nation and 

contains the first events to take place upon entering the 
promise land. 

• Moses has led the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, 
Joshua was Moses’ assistant (Numbers 11:28) and Moses 
appoints Joshua the leader who takes Israel into the 
promised land. 

Numbers 13:16 These are the names of the men Moses sent out 
to explore the land. (Moses called Hoshea son of Nun by the 
name Joshua.) (NLT) 

• The name Hoshea (or Hosea) means “salvation,” or 
“deliverer,” while Joshua or Jehoshua means “Jehovah 
(Yahweh) is salvation.” 

• Jewish tradition says that he was born in 1355 BC and died 
in 1245 BC. (42 years old when he spied on the promised 
land, 82 years old when Israel took Jericho) 

• Joshua’s childhood isn’t mentioned in the Bible. He was 
probably between 30 and 40 years old when he first spied 
on the promise land (Numbers 13-14), only he and Caleb 
wanted to take the land, the other 10 were afraid, and 
because everyone agreed with the 10, the nation had to 
wander in the wilderness for 40 more years. Everyone 20 
and older will die and not enter the land, except Joshua 
and Caleb. 

• We see him in Exodus; Numbers; Deuteronomy - but 
primarily his story plays out in the book of Joshua. 

• Joshua 11 covers his conquests to the north after the army 
finished in the south. Mapping is extremely difficult, not 
only because many exact locations aren’t known, but 
because Joshua 10 lists primarily by cities and regions 
(south), and Joshua 11 lists by kingdoms (north). 

• The book of Joshua consists of 5 segments:  
1. Jericho - Rahab, Spies, Walls falling down, Joshua 

about 80 years old (1-5) 
2. Conquering the land - 7 years of battle, 31 kingdoms 

(6-9) 
3. Sun stands still (10-12) 
4. Distribution of the land - wars are over, Joshua is 

about 87-89 years old (13-21) 
5. Final orders and death at age 110 (22-24) 

Key Moments: 
Exodus 33:12 When the people saw the cloud standing at the 
entrance of the tent, they would stand and bow down in front of 
their own tents. 11 Inside the Tent of Meeting, the Lord would 
speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Afterward 
Moses would return to the camp, but the young man who 
assisted him, Joshua son of Nun, would remain behind in the 
Tent of Meeting. (NLT) 

Joshua 1:9 ”This is my command—be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” (NLT) 

Joshua 24:14 “So fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly. 
Put away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they 
lived beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord 
alone. 15 But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today 
whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors 
served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my 
family, we will serve the Lord.” (NLT) 



 
 

John 3:16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one 
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world 
not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. (NLT-
New Living Translation/1996) 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world 
to judge the world, but so that the world might be saved 
through Him. (NASB-New American Standard Bible/1971) 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved. (NKJV-New King James Version/1982) 

John 3:16 God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so 
that everyone who believes in him will not die but will have 
eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn 
the world, but to save the world. (GW-God’s Word/1995) 

John 3:16 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his 
Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need 
be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and 
lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son 
merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it 
was. He came to help, to put the world right again. (MSG-The 
Message/2002) 

John 3:16 “God wen get so plenny love an aloha fo da peopo 
inside da world, dat he wen send me, his one an ony Boy, so dat 
everybody dat trus me no get cut off from God, but get da real 
kine life dat stay to da max foeva. 17 You know, God neva send 
me, his Boy, inside da world fo punish da peopo. He wen send 
me fo take da peopo outa da bad kine stuff dey doing. (HWP-
Hawai’i Pidgin/2000) 



Lesson #1 

____________ And ____________ 

Joshua 5:13 When Joshua was near the town of Jericho, he 
looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with sword in 
hand. Joshua went up to him and demanded, “Are you friend or 
foe?” (NLT) 

Joshua 5:13 Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, he 
raised his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing 
opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went 
to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” 
(NASB) 

Joshua 5:13 When Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and 
saw a man standing in front of him with a sword in his hand. 
Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you one of us or one of 
our enemies?” (GW) 

What are your ____________? 

Lesson #2 

____________ And ____________ 

Joshua 5:14 “Neither one,” he replied. “I am the commander of 
the Lord’s army.” At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in 
reverence. “I am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do you 
want your servant to do?” (NLT) 

Joshua 5:14 He said, “No; rather I have come now as captain of 
the army of the Lord.” And Joshua fell on his face to the ground, 
and bowed down, and said to him, “What has my lord to say to 
his servant?” (NASB) 

Joshua 5:14 He answered, “Neither one! I am here as the 
commander of the Lord’s army.” Immediately, Joshua bowed with 
his face touching the ground and worshiped. He asked, “Sir, what 
do you want to tell me?” (GW) 

God does not ____________ ____________. 

There are two sides: 
_________ side 

and ____  ______ sides. 

Matthew 21:22 “You can pray for anything, and if you have faith, 
you will receive it.” (NLT) 

1 John 5:14 This is the confidence which we have before Him, 
that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. (NASB) 

Romans 8:31 If God is for us, who can ever be against us? (NLT) 

Romans 8:26 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For 
example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the 
Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed 
in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what 
the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in 
harmony with God’s own will. 



28 And we know that God causes everything to work together 
for the good of those who love God and are called according to 
his purpose for them. (NLT) 

28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose. (NASB) 

29 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to 
become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters. 30 And having chosen them, 
he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave 
them right standing with himself. And having given them right 
standing, he gave them his glory. 

31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If 
God is for us, who can ever be against us? 

32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who dares 
accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God 
himself has given us right standing with himself. 34 Who then 
will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was 
raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s 
right hand, pleading for us. 

35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it 
mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are 

persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened 
with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed 
every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.” [Psalm 44:22]) 
37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ, who loved us. 

38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from 
God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not 
even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No 
power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing 
in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NLT) 

God is NOT on _____ side 
 - God is on ______ SIDE. 

The _________ is: 
Who’s ____ are _____ on? 

Lesson #3 

____________ And ____________ 

Joshua 5:15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off 
your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And 
Joshua did as he was told. (NLT) 



Joshua 5:15 And the captain of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, 
“Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you 
are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. (NASB) 

Joshua 5:15 The commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, 
“Take off your sandals because this place where you are standing 
is holy.” So Joshua did as he was told. (GW) 

When God speaks we must ____________. 

Lesson #4 

____________ And ____________ 

Joshua 5:15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off 
your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And 
Joshua did as he was told. (NLT) 

Joshua 5:15 And the captain of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, 
“Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you 
are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. (NASB) 

Joshua 5:13 When Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and 
saw a man standing in front of him with a sword in his hand. 
Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you one of us or one of 
our enemies?” 14 He answered, “Neither one! I am here as the 
commander of the Lord’s army.” Immediately, Joshua bowed with 
his face touching the ground and worshiped. He asked, “Sir, what 
do you want to tell me?” 15 The commander of the Lord’s army 
said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals because this place where 
you are standing is holy.” So Joshua did as he was told. (GW) 

Our response to God speaking is __________ and __________ 

Romans 12:1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you 
to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. 
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. (NLT) 

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. (NASB) 

Romans 12:1 Brothers and sisters, in view of all we have just 
shared about God’s compassion, I encourage you to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated to God and pleasing to him. 
This kind of worship is appropriate for you. (GW) 

Why did the Commander of the Lord’s army appear to Joshua 
like this? 

(1) It wasn’t Joshua’s ____________. 

(2) The battle was already ____________. 

(3) Joshua needed to be on ____________ side. 

(4) Joshua needed to give God the ____________. 
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