
sundayseptembertwentyfifthtwothousandtwentytwoad

Before I Go… 
Heroes: Joshua 

Here’s some background, and what we need to know: 
• Historical book (1400 to 1375 BC) - Written about 1375 BC 

by Joshua and Israelite scribes 
• This book begins the story of Israel as a nation and 

contains the first events to take place upon entering the 
promise land. 

• Moses has led the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, 
Joshua was Moses’ assistant (Numbers 11:28) and Moses 
appoints Joshua the leader who takes Israel into the 
promised land. 

Numbers 13:16 These are the names of the men Moses sent out 
to explore the land. (Moses called Hoshea son of Nun by the 
name Joshua.) (NLT) 

• The name Hoshea (or Hosea) means “salvation,” or 
“deliverer,” while Joshua or Jehoshua means “Jehovah 
(Yahweh) is salvation.” 

• Jewish tradition says that he was born in 1355 BC and died 
in 1245 BC. (42 years old when he spied on the promised 
land, 82 years old when Israel took Jericho) 

• Joshua’s childhood isn’t mentioned in the Bible. He was 
probably between 30 and 40 years old when he first spied 
on the promise land (Numbers 13-14), only he and Caleb 
wanted to take the land, the other 10 were afraid, and 
because everyone agreed with the 10, the nation had to 
wander in the wilderness for 40 more years. Everyone 20 
and older will die and not enter the land, except Joshua 
and Caleb. 

• We see him in Exodus; Numbers; Deuteronomy - but 
primarily his story plays out in the book of Joshua. 

• Joshua 11 covers his conquests to the north after the army 
finished in the south. Mapping is extremely difficult, not 
only because many exact locations aren’t known, but 
because Joshua 10 lists primarily by cities and regions 
(south), and Joshua 11 lists by kingdoms (north). 

• The book of Joshua consists of 5 segments:  
1. Jericho - Rahab, Spies, Walls falling down, Joshua 

about 80 years old (1-5) 
2. Conquering the land - 7 years of battle, 31 kingdoms 

(6-9) 
3. Sun stands still (10-12) 
4. Distribution of the land - wars are over, Joshua is 

about 87-89 years old (13-21) 
5. Final orders and death at age 110 (22-24) 

Key Moments: 
Exodus 33:12 When the people saw the cloud standing at the 
entrance of the tent, they would stand and bow down in front of 
their own tents. 11 Inside the Tent of Meeting, the Lord would 
speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Afterward 
Moses would return to the camp, but the young man who 
assisted him, Joshua son of Nun, would remain behind in the 
Tent of Meeting. (NLT) 

Joshua 1:9 ”This is my command—be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” (NLT) 

Joshua 24:14 “So fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly. 
Put away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they 
lived beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord 
alone. 15 But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today 
whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors 
served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my 
family, we will serve the Lord.” (NLT) 



Joshua 23:1 The years passed, and the Lord had given the 
people of Israel rest from all their enemies. Joshua, who was now 
very old, 2 called together all the elders, leaders, judges, and 
officers of Israel. He said to them, “I am now a very old man. 3 You 
have seen everything the Lord your God has done for you during 
my lifetime. The Lord your God has fought for you against your 
enemies. 4 I have allotted to you as your homeland all the land of 
the nations yet unconquered, as well as the land of those we 
have already conquered—from the Jordan River to the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 This land will be yours, for the 
Lord your God will himself drive out all the people living there 
now. You will take possession of their land, just as the Lord your 
God promised you. 

Lesson #1 

________________ God’s ________________ 

Joshua 23:6 “So be very careful to follow everything Moses 
wrote in the Book of Instruction. Do not deviate from it, turning 
either to the right or to the left. 

Lesson #2 

_____________ God’s _____________ 

Joshua 23:7 Make sure you do not associate with the other 
people still remaining in the land. Do not even mention the 
names of their gods, much less swear by them or serve them or 
worship them. 

Lesson #3 

_____________ Right _____________ 

Joshua 23:8 Rather, cling tightly to the Lord your God as you 
have done until now. 9 “For the Lord has driven out great and 
powerful nations for you, and no one has yet been able to defeat 
you. 10 Each one of you will put to flight a thousand of the 
enemy, for the Lord your God fights for you, just as he has 
promised. 

Lesson #4 

_____________ On _____________ 



Joshua 23:11 So be very careful to love the Lord your God. 
12 “But if you turn away from him and cling to the customs of 
the survivors of these nations remaining among you, and if you 
intermarry with them, 13 then know for certain that the Lord 
your God will no longer drive them out of your land. Instead, 
they will be a snare and a trap to you, a whip for your backs and 
thorny brambles in your eyes, and you will vanish from this good 
land the Lord your God has given you. 

Lesson #5 

_____________ God _____________ 

Joshua 23:14 “Soon I will die, going the way of everything on 
earth. Deep in your hearts you know that every promise of the 
Lord your God has come true. Not a single one has failed! 15 But 
as surely as the Lord your God has given you the good things he 
promised, he will also bring disaster on you if you disobey him. 
He will completely destroy you from this good land he has given 
you. 16 If you break the covenant of the Lord your God by 
worshiping and serving other gods, his anger will burn against 
you, and you will quickly vanish from the good land he has given 
you.” (NLT) 

Lesson #6 

_____________ On _____________ 

Joshua 24:14 “So fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly. 
Put away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they 
lived beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord 
alone. 15 But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today 
whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors 
served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my 
family, we will serve the Lord.” (NLT) 

Lesson #7 

_____________ To _____________ 
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