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Revelation 12:18 Then the dragon took his stand on the shore beside the sea. 
13:11 Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten horns, 
with ten crowns on its horns. And written on each head were names that 
blasphemed God. 2 This beast looked like a leopard, but it had the feet of a bear 
and the mouth of a lion! And the dragon gave the beast his own power and throne 
and great authority. (NLT) 

Daniel 7:2 In my vision that night, I, Daniel, saw a great storm churning the surface 
of a great sea, with strong winds blowing from every direction. 3 Then four huge 
beasts came up out of the water, each different from the others. 4 The first beast was 
like a lion with eagles’ wings. As I watched, its wings were pulled off, and it was left 
standing with its two hind feet on the ground, like a human being. And it was given a 
human mind. 5 Then I saw a second beast, and it looked like a bear. It was rearing 
up on one side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And I heard a 
voice saying to it, “Get up! Devour the flesh of many people!” 6 Then the third of 
these strange beasts appeared, and it looked like a leopard. It had four bird’s wings 
on its back, and it had four heads. Great authority was given to this beast. 7 Then in 
my vision that night, I saw a fourth beast—terrifying, dreadful, and very strong. It 
devoured and crushed its victims with huge iron teeth and trampled their remains 
beneath its feet. It was different from any of the other beasts, and it had ten horns. 
15 I, Daniel, was troubled by all I had seen, and my visions terrified me. 16 So I 
approached one of those standing beside the throne and asked him what it all 
meant. He explained it to me like this: 17 “These four huge beasts represent four 
kingdoms that will arise from the earth. 18 But in the end, the holy people of the 
Most High will be given the kingdom, and they will rule forever and ever.” (NLT) 

Vision Of Four ________________ 
• Visions by Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel 

- Figure of a man (Daniel 2 and Daniel 7) 
‣ Gold - Babylon / Winged Lion 
‣ Silver - Persia / Bear on side 
‣ Brass - Greece / Leopard 
‣ Iron - Rome I / Terrible Beast 
‣ Iron+Clay - Rome II / 10 Heads 

- Is the clay referring to mankind? (Isaiah 64:8) 
- Is the iron referring to AI? Robots? 
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________________ Epistles Of Christ 
• Ephesus: Apostolic Church 

- Revelation 2:1-7 
• Smyrna: The Persecuted Church 

- Revelation 2:8-11 
• Pergamum: The Married Church 

- Revelation 2:12-17 
• Thyatira: The Medieval Church 

- Revelation 2:18-29 
• Sardis: The Denominational Church 

- Revelation 3:1-6 
• Philadelphia: The Missionary Church 

- Revelation 3:7-13 
• Laodicea: The Apostate Church 

- Revelation 3:14-22 
• Promise location: 

- First 3 churches it’s the end of the letter. 
‣ “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what 

he is saying to the churches” is followed by promises. (“To who is 
victorious…” 

- Last 4 churches it’s in the body of the letter. 
‣ Letters end with “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 

understand what he is saying to the churches.” 
• Explicit references to His Second Coming 

- Last 4 churches it’s in the body of the letter. 
• Longest Letter - Thyatira 

- Warning of Great Tribulation 

Revelation 2:20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray 
so that they commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave 
her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality. 
22 Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 23 And I will kill her 
children with plague [death], and all the churches will know that I am He who 
searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your 
deeds. (NASB) 

• Letter of Escape  - Philadelphia 
- Escaping from Tribulation 
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Revelation 3:10 “Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will 
protect you from the great time of testing that will come upon the whole world to 
test those who belong to this world. 11 I am coming soon. [suddenly] Hold on to 
what you have, so that no one will take away your crown (NLT) 

• Issues 
- Thyatira (Roman Catholic Church) 
- Sardis, no positive message at all 

Why ________________? 
• The principle metaphors: 

- Queen Jezebel 
- Naboth’s Vineyard 
‣ 1 Kings 21 
‣ Inquisition of the Church: Accusing of the church in order to gain 

property and lands. 
- Blood of the saints 

________________ Expectations 
• The Pope 

- Means “Papa,” or “Father” 
- Initially it applies to all Western Bishops 
‣ About 500 AD it began to be restricted to the Bishop of Rome 
‣ For 500 years the Bishops of Rome were NOT popes. 

• Peter 
- The Roman Catholic tradition that Peter was the first pope is fiction, without 

any historical (or Biblical) basis whatsoever. 
‣ There is no evidence that Peter was ever a Bishop of Rome. 

- His own foreboding over successors? 

1 Peter 5:3 Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by 
your own good example. (NLT) 

1 Peter 5:3 nor yet as domineering over those assigned to your care, but by 
proving [becoming examples] to be examples [role models] to the flock. (NASB) 

- Babylon is where the Babylonian Talmud was compiled 
‣ Jewish presence 

1 Peter 5:13 Your sister church here in Babylon sends you greetings, and so does 
my son Mark. (NLT) 
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4th Century ________________ 
• Five Primary Centers: (Main locations of Bishops) 

- Rome 
- Constantinople 
- Antioch 
- Jerusalem 
- Alexandria 

• 395 AD: After the division of the Roman Empire, Antioch, Jerusalem, and 
Alexandria acknowledge the leadership of Constantinople (modern day 
Istanbul). 

- Constantinople was the main world capital 
‣ Subsequently, the struggle between Constantinople and Rome began. 

The Struggle For ________________ 
• Siricius (395-398 AD), Bishop of Rome, in his lust for worldly power, claimed 

universal jurisdiction over the church. 
- But unfortunately for him, in his day the Empire divided (395AD) into two 

separate empires, East and West. 
- The east was beset with controversies. 
- The west, under weak emperors, was breaking up before the barbarians. 

• These “jawbone” attempts continue until Leo I (440-461 AD) 

________________ (440-461 AD) 
• 445: He obtained from Emperor Valentinian III imperial recognition for his 

claim as Primate of All Bishops 
• 452: He persuaded Attila the Hun to spare the city of Rome 
• 455: He induced Genseric the Vandal to have mercy on the city. His reputation 

was made: 
- He declared himself Lord of the Whole Church 
- Advocated exclusive universal papacy 
- Proclaimed that the resistance to his authority as a sure path to Hell 
- Advocated the death penalty for heresy 

Fall Of ________________ 
• Simplicius (468-483 AD) was the Roman “Pope” when the Western Empire 

came to and end (476 AD) 
• Free of civil authority, the fragmented kingdoms of the barbarians left ample 

opportunity for individual advantageous alliances, and the Pope became the 
most commanding figure in the West 

• Gregory I (590-604 AD) is regarded as the first Pope 
- Political anarchy throughout Europe 
- Leadership with kings stabilized the times 
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- Good man personally; one of the purest and best of the Popes 
‣ He labored unceasingly over the purification of the church 
‣ Deposed neglectful or unworthy bishops 
‣ Opposed the sale of offices (“simony”), etc. 

________________ 
• Zacharias (741-752 AD): instrumental in making Pepin, King of the Franks 
• Stephen II (752-757 AD): requested Pepin to lead his army to Italy and conquer 

the Lombards which had pillaged Italy 
- He succeeded and gave a large part of central Italy to the Pope: the 

beginning of the Papal States, a temporal dominion which continued for 
1100 years (until King Victor Immanuel returned these lands to the 
Kingdom of Italy in 1870) 

• He reigned 46 years with many wars and conquests of vast magnitude 
• His realm included what is now German, France, Switzerlandl, Austria, Hungary, 

Belgium, and parts of Spain and Italy 
• He helped the Pope and the Pope helped him. He was one of the greatest 

influences in bringing the papacy to a position of world power 

Treaty Of ________________ 
• After the death of Charlemagne, the Treaty of Verdun (843 AD) divided his 

empire into what became the foundations of Germany, France, and Italy 
• A ceaseless struggle between the Popes and the German and French kings 

began 
• The “Holy Roman Empire” lasted 1000 years until Napoleon brought it to and 

end in 1806 AD 
- “Holy Roman Empire” was neither Holy, nor Roman, nor an Empire 

The ________________ Decretals 
• Nicholas I (858-867 AD) was the first Pope to wear a crown 
• About this time (857 AD) a book appeared, “The Isidorian Decretals,” which 

purported to be letters and decrees of Bishops and Councils of the 2nd and 
3rd centuries 

- Discovered to be deliberate forgeries; the most colossal literary fraud in 
history 

- They were designed to exalt the power of the Pope, stamping the Papacy 
with the authority of antiquity, ante-dating the Pope’s temporal power by 
five centuries 

The Great ________________ 
• Until 869 AD all Ecumenicals Councils had been held in or near 

Constantinople, and in the Greek language. 
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• Nicholas undertook to interfere in the affairs of the Eastern Church 
- He excommunicated Photius, the Patriarch of Constantinople, who in turn 

excommunicated him 
• The claims of the Roman Church became unbearable and the East finally 

separated itself 
- Begins and era of bribery, corruption, immorality, bloodshed 

• The breach became wider through the centuries 
- The brutal treatment of Constantinople by the armies of Pope Innocent II 

during the Crusades and the creation of the dogma of Papal Infallibility in 
1870 deepened the chasm even more 

When Jesus isn’t the ________________ focus… 
What was ________________ can become ________________ 
What was ________________ can become ________________ 
What was ________________ can become ________________ 
What was ________________ can become ________________ 
What was ________________ can become ________________ 

The “Rule of the ________________ “ 
• Sergius III (904-911 AD) 
• John X (911-928 AD) 
• Leo VI (928-929 AD) 
• Stephen VII (929-931 AD) 
• John XI (931-936 AD) 
• Leo VII (936-939 AD) 
• Stephen VIII (939-942 AD) 
• Martin III (942-946 AD) 
• Agapetus II (946-955 AD) 
• John XII (955-963 AD) 

- Guilty of almost every crime; violates virgins, slept with father’s mistress, 
makes the Papal palace a brothel, killed in the act of adultery by the 
woman’s enraged husband 

The ________________ Continues 
• Benedict VII (1012-1024 AD) 
• John XIX (1024-1033 AD) 

- Benedict VII and John XIX by the office with open bribery 
• Benedict IX (1033-1045 AD) 

- 12 years old, purchased through family agreements 
- Committed murders and adultery in broad daylight; robbed pilgrims; the 

people drove him out; some call him the worst of all pope’s 
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• Gregory VI (1045-1046 AD) 
• Sylvester III (1045-1046 AD) 

- Benedict IX, Gregory VI, and Sylvester III rivaled each other; Rome swarmed 
with hired assassins as they each attempt to gain power 

• Clement II (1046-1047 AD) 
- Appointed by Henry III of Germany because “No Roman clergyman could 

be found who was free of pollution.” 

Golden Age of Papal ________________ 
• Leo IX (1049-1054 AD) 
• Victor II (1055-1057 AD) 
• Stephen IX (1057-1058 AD) 
• Nicolas II (1059-1061 AD) 
• Alexander II (1061-1073 AD) 
• Gregory VII (1073-1085 AD) 

- Practically all Bishops and Priests purchased their offices from kings, and 
this brings Gregory VII in conflict with King Henry in Germany 

- Does make Papacy independent of imperial power, but is driven to exile 

________________ (1198-1216) 
• Most powerful of all the Popes 
• He claimed to be “Vicar of Christ,” “Vicar of God” 

- “All things in earth and in heaven and in hell are subject to the Vicar of 
Christ, he is the supreme sovereign over the church and the world." 

• All the monarches in Europe obeyed his will, including the Byzantine Empire 
• He ordered two crusades 
• Decreed transubstantiation (wine is Christ’s blood, bread is Christ’s body) 
• Confirmed auricular confession (must confess to the ear of priest) 
• Declared papal infallibility (incapable of error) 
• Condemned the Magna Carta 
• Forbade the reading of the Bible in the vernacular (spoken language) 1199 AD 

- writing in a letter to the bishop of Metz, banned the reading the Bible in 
private meetings (which he labeled as occultis conventiculis, or "hidden 
assemblies"). 

- Since, however, the individual by himself apart from private meetings could 
hardly procure Bible texts, this ban was practically equivalent to a Bible ban 
for lay people. 

- According to Catholic.com: For starters, up until the relative modern era the 
“common man” would not have been literate enough to read the Bible even 
in the vernacular.  There would have been no reason to prohibit the reading 
of something that most people couldn’t read. Secondly, the reading of the 
Bible was never prohibited.  Certain translations that were considered 
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heretical or that contained anti-Catholic commentaries were prohibited but 
those who were able to read an authorized translation were never 
forbidden to read the Bible. 

• Instituted the Inquisition 
- More blood is shed under his rule (and his immediate successors) than any 

other period of time in church history, except for the Reformation (16th and 
17th centuries) 

- Naboth’s vineyard 

Revelation 2:20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray 
so that they commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. (NASB) 

1 Kings 21:5 “What’s the matter?” his wife Jezebel asked him. “What’s made you so 
upset that you’re not eating?” 6 “I asked Naboth to sell me his vineyard or trade it, 
but he refused!” Ahab told her. 7 “Are you the king of Israel or not?” Jezebel 
demanded. “Get up and eat something, and don’t worry about it. I’ll get you 
Naboth’s vineyard!” 25 (No one else so completely sold himself to what was evil in 
the Lord’s sight as Ahab did under the influence of his wife Jezebel. 26 His worst 
outrage was worshiping idols just as the Amorites had done—the people whom the 
Lord had driven out from the land ahead of the Israelites.) (NLT) 

CHURCHES REPORT CARDS:
Church Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia Laodicea

Verses Rev. 2:1-7 Rev. 2:8-11 Rev. 2:12-17 Rev. 2:18-29 Rev 3:1-6 Rev 3:7-13 Rev. 3:14-22

Meaning

Title

Commendation

Concerns

Exhortation

“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches…”

Promise 
to the 

Overcomer
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches…”
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