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Revelation 12:18 Then the dragon took his stand on the shore beside the sea. 
13:11 Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten horns, 
with ten crowns on its horns. And written on each head were names that 
blasphemed God. 2 This beast looked like a leopard, but it had the feet of a bear 
and the mouth of a lion! And the dragon gave the beast his own power and throne 
and great authority. (NLT) 

Daniel 7:2 In my vision that night, I, Daniel, saw a great storm churning the surface 
of a great sea, with strong winds blowing from every direction. 3 Then four huge 
beasts came up out of the water, each different from the others. 4 The first beast was 
like a lion with eagles’ wings. As I watched, its wings were pulled off, and it was left 
standing with its two hind feet on the ground, like a human being. And it was given a 
human mind. 5 Then I saw a second beast, and it looked like a bear. It was rearing 
up on one side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And I heard a 
voice saying to it, “Get up! Devour the flesh of many people!” 6 Then the third of 
these strange beasts appeared, and it looked like a leopard. It had four bird’s wings 
on its back, and it had four heads. Great authority was given to this beast. 7 Then in 
my vision that night, I saw a fourth beast—terrifying, dreadful, and very strong. It 
devoured and crushed its victims with huge iron teeth and trampled their remains 
beneath its feet. It was different from any of the other beasts, and it had ten horns. 
15 I, Daniel, was troubled by all I had seen, and my visions terrified me. 16 So I 
approached one of those standing beside the throne and asked him what it all 
meant. He explained it to me like this: 17 “These four huge beasts represent four 
kingdoms that will arise from the earth. 18 But in the end, the holy people of the 
Most High will be given the kingdom, and they will rule forever and ever.” (NLT) 

Vision Of Four ________________ 
• Visions by Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel 

- Figure of a man (Daniel 2 and Daniel 7)   
‣ Gold - Babylon / Winged Lion 
‣ Silver - Persia / Bear on side 
‣ Brass - Greece / Leopard 
‣ Iron - Rome I / Terrible Beast 
‣ Iron+Clay - Rome II / 10 Heads 
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_____________________ III (1198-1216) 
• Most powerful of all the Popes 
• He claimed to be “Vicar of Christ,” “Vicar of God” 

- “All things in earth and in heaven and in hell are subject to the Vicar of 
Christ, he is the supreme sovereign over the church and the world." 

• All the monarches in Europe obeyed his will, including the Byzantine Empire 
• He ordered two crusades 
• Decreed transubstantiation (wine is Christ’s blood, bread is Christ’s body) 
• Confirmed auricular confession (must confess to the ear of priest) 
• Declared papal infallibility (incapable of error) 
• Condemned the Magna Carta 
• Forbade the reading of the Bible in the vernacular (spoken language) 1199 AD 
• Instituted the Inquisition 

- More blood is shed under his rule (and his immediate successors) than any 
other period of time in church history, except for the Reformation (16th and 
17th centuries) 

- Naboth’s vineyard 

Revelation 2:20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray 
so that they commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. (NASB) 

1 Kings 21:5 “What’s the matter?” his wife Jezebel asked him. “What’s made you so 
upset that you’re not eating?” 6 “I asked Naboth to sell me his vineyard or trade it, 
but he refused!” Ahab told her. 7 “Are you the king of Israel or not?” Jezebel 
demanded. “Get up and eat something, and don’t worry about it. I’ll get you 
Naboth’s vineyard!” 25 (No one else so completely sold himself to what was evil in 
the Lord’s sight as Ahab did under the influence of his wife Jezebel. 26 His worst 
outrage was worshiping idols just as the Amorites had done—the people whom the 
Lord had driven out from the land ahead of the Israelites.) (NLT) 

The _____________________ 
• Called “The Holy Office,” the Inquisition was instituted by Pope Innocent III and 

was perfected by Pope Gregory IX 
- Everyone was required to inform against heretics 
- Anyone suspect was liable to torture, without knowing the name of his 

accuser 
- The proceedings were secret 
- The Inquisitor pronounced sentence and victim was turned over to civil 

authorities to be imprisoned for life or to be burned 
- The victim’s property was confiscated and divided between the church and 

the state 
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- Today, we do not have the capacity to imagine the atrocities 
• The Inquisition claimed vast multitudes of victims in Spain, Italy, Germany, and 

the Netherlands and did its most deadly work against the Albigenses 

The _____________________ 
• The Albigenses, or Carthari (from Greek katharos, “pure”), in southern France, 

northern Spain and northern Italy 
- Preached against the immoralities of the priesthood 
- Preached against the worship of the saints and images 
- Completely rejected the clergy and their claims 
- Opposed the claims of the Church of Rome 
- Made great use of the Scriptures, and lived self-denying lives with a great 

zeal for moral purity 
• By 1167: a majority of the population of southern France and were very 

numerous in northern Italy 
• In 1208: Pope Innocent III ordered a bloody war of extermination which utterly 

wiped out town after town - the inhabitants murdered without discrimination - 
until all the Albigenses were utterly wiped out 

The _____________________ 
• A similar but not identical group in the same region, emphasizing Bible 

reading and rejecting clerical usurpation and profligacy, were similarly wiped 
out 

• In the 30 years between 1540 and 1570 no fewer than 900,000 Protestants 
were put to death by the Pope’s war for the extermination of the Waldenses 

- There are dozens of groups that were targeted by the Pope 
• For 500 years the Inquisition was the most diabolical thing in human history 

- What group is behind it all? 
_____________________ VIII (1294-1303) 

• In his famous Bull (public decree), “Unam Sanctam” said, “We declare, affirm, 
define, and pronounce that it is altogether necessary for salvation that every 
creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff.” 

- What does that sound like? 
• (However, he was so corrupt that Dante, who visited Rome during his 

pontificate, called the Vatican a “Sewer of corruption,” and assigned him along 
with Nicolas III and Clement V, to the lowest parts of Hell in his book.) 

_____________________ Control Of The Papacy 
• The Papacy had been victorious in its 200-year struggle with the German 

Empire, but met their match in Philip the Fair, King of France, with whom the 
history of modern France begins 
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• After the death of Pope Benedict XI, the Papal Palace was removed from Rome 
to Avignon on the south border of France and for 70 years the Papacy was the 
mere tool of the French Court (1305-1377) 

• For the next 40 years there were two sets of Popes, one at Rome and one at 
Avignon, each claiming to be “Vicar of Christ,” hurling anathemas and curses at 
each other 

_____________________ Popes 
• John XXIII  (1410-1415) 

- Called by some the most depraved criminal who ever sat on the Papal 
throne 

- Guilty of almost every crime 
- As Cardinal in Bologna, 200 maidens, nuns and married women fell victim 

to his amours 
- As Pope he violated virgins and nuns 
- Lived in adultery with his brother’s wife 
- Was guilty of sodomy and other nameless vices 
- Bought the Papal Office 
- Sold Cardinalates to children of wealthy families 
- Openly denied the future life 

• Pius II  (1458-1464) 
- Said to have been the father of many illegitimate children 
- Spoke openly of the methods he used to seduce women 
- Encouraged young men, and even offered to instruct them in methods of 

self indulgence 
• Paul II  (1464-1471) 

- “filled his house with concubines” 
• Sixtus IV  (1471-1484) 

- Sanctioned the Spanish Inquisition 
- Decreed that money would deliver souls from Purgatory 
- Implicated in a plot to murder Lorenzo de Medici and others who opposed 

his policies 
- Used the Papacy to enrich himself and his relatives 
- He made eight of his nephews Cardinals while some of them were boys 
- In wealth and pomp he and his relatives surpassed the old Roman families 

• Innocent VIII  (1484-1492) 
- Had 16 children by various married women 
- He multiplied church offices and sold them for vast sums of money 
- Decreed the extermination of the Waldenses 
- Appointed the brutal Thomas of Torquemada Inquisitor General of Spain 
- Ordered all rulers to deliver up heretics to him 

• Alexander VI  (1492-1503) 
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- Called the most corrupt of the Renaissance Popes 
- Licentious (lacked sexual restraint), avaricious (greedy), depraved 
- He bought the Papacy 
- Made many new cardinals for money 
- Had a number of illegitimate children 
- Openly acknowledged and appointed children to high church office 
- They with their father murdered cardinals and others who stood in their way 
- His mistress was the sister of the cardinal who became the next Pope  

• Pius III  (1503) 

Martin _____________________ 
• Born 1483 in Eisleben, Saxony to a poor coal miner 

- As he grew up and observed the poverty of his father, this boy, named 
Martin, chose to pursue a different vocation 

- He decided to become a lawyer 
‣ subpoint 
‣ subpoint 

• 1501, entered the University of Erfurt, where he excelled in his studies 
• As he came to the end of his schooling in 1504, an event took place which 

changed his life 
- While he was walking the campus grounds, 
- A storm broke so forcefully that Martin fell on his face in fear 
- The thunder was deafening and lightning struck all around him, including a 

tree next to him 
- Instinctively, he cried out to the patron saint of coal miners, whose name he 

had heard invoked during his childhood 
- “Saint Anne! Save me from the lightning. If you save me I will become a 

monk.” 
- Shortly thereafter the storm stopped 

• Being a man of his word, Martin withdrew from Law school and entered an 
Augustinian monastery 

- He applied himself so diligently that he obtained a Doctorate of Theology 
within a few years 

- But the more he studied, the more troubled his heart became 
- Although he was becoming an expert in theology, he lacked peace 

personally 
- The question he repeatedly wrote in his diary was: “How can a man find 

favor with God”? 
• Disillusioned by a visit to Rome, Habbakuk 2:4 become his life text 

- Romans: Who are the just? 
- Galatians: How should the just live? 
- Hebrews: Living By Faith 
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Habakkuk 2:4 “Look at the proud! They trust in themselves, and their lives are 
crooked. But the righteous will live by their faithfulness to God. (NLT) 

• Oct 31, 1517, Luther nails 95 theses to the door at Wittenberg College 
- Condemned selling of offices 
- Condemned selling of indulgences 
‣ subpoint 
‣ subpoint 

• Did NOT want to split from church of Rome, wanted reform 
- Dec 10, 1520, Bull excommunicated Luther, “retract within 60 days or 

death.” 
- Luther burned it publicly and the Reformation is born. 

The _____________________ Of Wars 
• Diet of Worms: 1521 

- Charles V, Emperor of “the Holy Roman Empire” 
- Germany, Spain, Netherlands and Austria 
- Summoned Luther to appear to recant 
‣ “Here I stand; I can do naught else; so help me God.” 
‣ Princes helped Luther hide and escape 

• The Centuries of Wars began: 
- War on the German Protestants (1566-1609) 
- War on Protestants of Netherlands (1566-1609) 
- Huguenot Wars in France (1572 -1598) 
- Philip’s attempt against England (1588) 
- Thirty Years War (1618-1648) 
‣ All these wars were started by Roman Catholic Kings urged on by the 

Pope and Jesuits for the purpose of crushing Protestantism 
‣ The _________________ killed at the hands of the Caesars of Pagan Rome 

are dwarfed by the _________________ killed at the hands of the Vatican 
‣ One Pope in an afternoon killed more Christians than all the Roman 

Emperors put together 

The _____________________ Popes 
• Julius II (1503-1513) 

- Called the Warrior Pope 
- The richest of the cardinals 
- Vast income from numerous bishops and church estates 
- He bought the Papacy 
- He attained and personally led vast armies 
- Issued indulgences for money 

• Leo X (1513-1521) 
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- Was Pope when Luther started the Protestant Reformation 
- Archbishop at 8; a Cardinal at 13 
- Appointed to 27 different church offices 
- Meant vast income, before he was 13 
- He appointed Cardinals as young as 7 
- He maintained the most luxurious and licentious court in Europe 
- Issued indulgences for money to pay for his lavish lifestyle 
- This voluptuary reaffirmed the “Unam Sanctam” 
- Which it is declared that every human being must be subject to the Roman 

Pontiff for salvation 
- Declared the burning of heretics a divine appointment 

• Adrian VI (1522-1523) 
- subpoint 

• Paul III (1534-1549) 
- Had many illegitimate children 
- A determined enemy of the Protestants 
- He offered Charles V an army to exterminate them 

The _____________________(The Power Behind The Vatican) 
• Rome’s answer to the Lutheran secession 
• The Inquisition under the leadership of the Jesuits 
• Order founded by Ignatius Loyola, a Spaniard 
• On the principle of absolute and unconditional obedience to the Pope 

- Having its object the recovery of territory lost to Protestants and Muslims 
- Conquest of the entire heathen world for the Roman Catholic Church 
- “The Society of Jesus” 
- Pretorian guard; Problem solvers 

• Their supreme aim: the destruction of heresy 
- That is, thinking anything different from what the Pope said or thought 

• For this accomplishment anything was justifiable: 
- Deception, immorality, vice, even murder 

• In France they were responsible for: 
- St. Bartholomew’s Massacre 
- Persecution of the Huguenots 
- Revocation of the Toleration Edict 
- The French Revolution 

• In Spain, Netherlands, south Germany, Bohemia, Austria, Poland, and other 
countries 

- They led in the massacre of untold multitudes 
- Saved the Papacy from ruin 

• So notorious that they were disbanded by the Vatican 1773 
- As the Napoleonic Wars were approaching their end they reformed in 1815 
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St. Bartholomew’s _____________________ 
• Catherine de Medici 

- Mother of the King 
- Ardent Romanist 
- Willing tool of the Pope 

• Gave the order and on the night of August 24, 1572 
- 70,000 Huguenots were massacred 
- There was great rejoicing in Rome 

• The Pope and his College of Cardinals went in solemn procession to the 
Church of San Marco and ordered the Te Deum to be sung in thanksgiving 

- He then struck a medal in commemoration of the massacre 
- Sent a Cardinal to Paris to bear the King and Queen-Mother the 

congratulations of the Pope and Cardinals 

Evangelicals & Catholics _____________________ 
• March 29, 1994 

- The most significant event in 500 years of church history 
• Joint declaration “Evangelicals and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission 

in the Third Millennium.” 
- “White-washing” of the past? 

• Might the compromise of the Gospel lies at the heart of the agreement? 
- But the Gospel hasn’t changed 

• https://christiantruth.com/articles/evangelicals-and-catholics-together/ 

A Surprising _____________________ 
• May 21, 1995 

- The Pope asked forgiveness 
- For all wrongs and crimes committed and permitted 
- By the Roman Catholic Church throughout their history 
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__________________ And __________________ Pope? 
• Pope Francis 

- Pope Francis, originally known as Jorge Mario Bergoglio, was given a birth 
name that is quite telling. 
‣ Bergoglio is derived from the word “berg” which means “mountain” or 

“large rock” in German. 
‣ Mario is derived from the Latin name Marius which comes from Mars—

the god of war. 
‣ Jorge translates to George who is most associated with St. George “was 

a Roman soldier of Greek origin and a member of the Praetorian Guard 
for Roman emperor Diocletian” who was venerated by the Crusaders. 

• An Irish saint’s eerie prophecy that Pope Francis will be the last Pontiff 
• The prophecies of the Irish Saint Malachy, the 12th-century bishop of Armagh, 

have thrilled and dismayed readers for centuries. He has stated there would be 
only one more pope after Benedict, and during his reign comes the end of the 
world. So Francis could be the last. 

- The prediction in full is: “In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church 
there will reign Peter the Roman, who will feed his flock amid many 
tribulations, after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed and the 
dreadful Judge will judge the people. The End.” 
‣ “Peter Romanus” is identified as the last pope. Like Bergoglio in Italian, 

Peter, means “rock” in Greek, just as Romanus translates to “from Rome”.  
Hence, Jorge Mario Bergoglio’s own name points to the fact that he is 
the very last Pope of Rome. Even his middle name — Mario — refers to a 
tendency to warmonger. 
‣ The father of the current pope was Peter, or Pietro, and was from Italy 

even though the family moved to Argentina. 
- In 1139, then Archbishop Malachy went to Rome from Ireland to give an 

account of his affairs. While there he received a strange vision about the 
future that included the name of every pope, 112 in all from his time, who 
would rule until the end of time. We are now at the last prophecy. 
‣ Many of the prophecies are spot on. 
‣ For example, the one about Urban VIII is Lilium et Rosa (the lily and the 

rose). He was a native of Florence and on the arms of Florence figure a 
fleur-de-lis. 
‣ Pope John Paul II is De labore Solis meaning “of the eclipse of the sun.” 

Karol Wojtyla was born on May 18, 1920, during a solar eclipse. 
• First _____________________ Pope to take office… 


